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2026 Wild Rice Harvesting Season Outlook 

brought to you by DNR Wildlife staff 

August 10, 2026 

Northwest Minnesota 

• Detroit Lakes (western Becker County)
Wild rice stands in the Detroit Lakes area are above average this year. We’ve been

in abnormally dry to moderate drought categories for most of the summer, so

many area lake and river levels started the growing season lower than average

and have been slowly decreasing. These lower water levels have wild rice stands

looking great across the work area, but create access challenges so scouting will

be essential to find harvestable rice.

• Park Rapids (Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Wadena, eastern Becker, &
northwestern Cass counties)
Wild rice stands in the Park Rapids work area are highly variable from fair to

excellent condition this year. Drought conditions have prevailed for most of the

season causing low water levels on some area lakes and rivers. Some lakes in the

southern portion of the work area have mudflats between access points and

floatable water, while lakes in the northern part of the work area seem to have

higher water levels. The larger lakes appear to be patchier this year. Scouting will

be important to find ripe and harvestable stands of rice.

Northeast Minnesota 

• Aitkin (Aitkin County)
Rice beds in Aitkin County are ranging from fair to excellent. Some summer

storms and the resulting high water uprooted and washed-out plants, leaving
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more open water than rice on some basins. The remaining stands may be smaller 

than normal but still harvestable. For area lakes that were not hit by the storms, 

the rice stands are looking beautiful. Water levels throughout the area are 

variable – some sites are lower than normal, but other sites have plenty of water 

to float a canoe. Checking lake levels and access before the first harvesting trip 

will be especially important this year. 

 

• Brainerd (Crow Wing & southern Cass counties) 
Most wild rice beds in the Brainerd Lakes area are in good to excellent condition 

for harvesting this year. Harvesters should have no trouble locating rice in the 

area. Popular access points remain in good condition despite the ongoing drought 

affecting much of the state. Scouting in advance is recommended to determine 

rice ripeness and lake accessibility. 

 

• Grand Rapids (Itasca and northeastern Cass counties) 
Low water conditions in early spring and a lack of severe storms during the 

floating-leaf stage provided favorable conditions for wild rice growth this season. 

Most rice basins in northeastern Cass and Itasca counties are showing good 

coverage of thick and robust wild rice throughout shallow lakes and river edges. 

Some have rice stalks that are 2-3 feet in height in the flowering stage, and some 

are 3-4 feet in height in the seed development stage. The rice crop should 

produce plentiful opportunities for both harvesters and wildlife including 

waterfowl. Rice may be thick and abundant on most waters, but it may be 

challenging to access this year due to low water levels from extended drought 

conditions this summer. Some areas may be very dense with rice and extremely 

shallow, and may be difficult for rice harvesting and duck hunting boats to 

traverse. Harvesters will likely find areas of rice in historically productive rice lake 

basins, river outlets, secluded bays, and along the fringes of marginal rice lakes 

and rivers throughout the area. Pre-scouting of rice beds and an assessment of 

water levels will be an important step prior to rice harvesting in this area. 
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• Tower (northern St. Louis and northern Lake counties)
Low water levels in early spring and throughout the summer have provided

favorable conditions for rice across the work area this year. Most wild rice waters

are supporting more rice than past years, many with thick, dense stands. Given

the low water and hot July temperatures, wild rice is ripening slightly earlier than

normal, but harvesters need to ensure they scout stands ahead of time to check

ripeness. In addition, the low water may make access more difficult. Overall, rice

height is ideal to tall. The wild rice season is looking to be one of the better ones

we've had in several years. Harvesters should be aware there are management

efforts occurring at several lakes to address the declining trend of wild rice and

increase in competitive aquatic plant species. Harvesters should also be aware of

the ongoing wildfire situation in northern St Louis County which may limit access

to some wild rice waters.

• Two Harbors (Cook and southern Lake counties)
Wild rice abundance in the Two Harbors area is variable this season but mostly

average or slightly above average. The rice is still flowering in many areas with

seed heads just starting to form. Wild rice is not extremely abundant or dense on

any particular body of water, however, most rice lakes have harvestable stands of

rice on them. Some lakes may only have a few yards of rim rice around the edges

or only some large patches in places, but these lakes are some that have not had

pickable crops in many years. Other lakes have good coverage of rice with slight

impact from June rains.




