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Northwest Minnesota 

• Detroit Lakes  (western Becker County) 
Wild rice stands appear to be average to above average in the Detroit Lakes area this year.  A 
slow spring snow melt helped to alleviate most high water concerns and the area has avoided 
most of the large summer rain events.  As always, scouting area lakes will be key to finding the 
best wild rice for harvesting. 

• Park Rapids  (Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Wadena, eastern Becker, & northwestern Cass 
counties) 
Rice is average to above average this year depending on the lake.  We had good conditions this 
spring with lower water levels, and we haven’t noticed a huge impact on our rice lakes from the 
storms.  Overall, the rice is looking good. 

Northeast Minnesota 

• Aitkin  (Aitkin County) 
Wild rice beds are fair to above average to excellent, depending on the lake.  Low water during 
the spring and early summer gave rice plants a good start.  Rains in July and August raised 
water levels in some lakes, washing out patches of some stands.  Some rice plants are short 
relative to the water level, so bending the seed heads into the canoe will be difficult.  Other 
lakes were missed by the storms, and water levels are normal or below normal.  Some of these 
basins may have dense rice but not enough water to float a canoe.  Harvesters should plan on 
scouting lakes for rice and access conditions. 

• Brainerd  (Crow Wing & southern Cass counties) 
Wild rice lakes in the Brainerd area look excellent this year.  Many of the popular lakes for 
harvesting on Wildlife Management Areas look like hay fields.  Some rice beds might have 
access issues, though, due to low water levels, so harvesters should plan a scouting trip prior to 
harvesting to check for ripeness and access feasibility. 



• Cloquet  (Carlton & southern St. Louis counties) 
Wild rice stands in the Cloquet area are variable, and are considered average to above average 
this year.  Early season dry conditions with very little water level fluctuation set several basins 
up for success.  Rice density and quality appears to be dictated by competing vegetation more 
than water levels this year, due to managed beaver activity in some key areas and a mild early 
season.  Late season heavy rains appear to have little impact on local rice.  Good duck rice can 
be found throughout Carlton and southern St. Louis counties.  Rice is shorter than ideal for 
harvesting in some areas.  Folks who take the time to scout will find good harvestable rice. 

• northern St. Louis County 
Rice abundance is average to above average for many lakes and rivers.  This year rice has been 
maturing as normal, putting the peak harvest around the last week of August.  Low water 
during the late-spring/early-summer was ideal for rice germination and growth, and July rains 
helped bring water levels up for better access.  Recently, however, the area has received some 
larger rain events which may have caused water levels to rise too high for ideal harvesting 
conditions, and severe storms may have impacted rice stands.  Scouting is needed to determine 
water levels and any impacts to rice. 

• Two Harbors  (Cook & southern Lake counties) 
Rice is better than last year, with most lakes having good coverage.  Rain events caused some 
uprooting and flooding on some basins.  Rice density ranges from sparse to moderate to good, 
depending on the lake.  Rice ripening is slightly behind in progression. 

• 1854 Treaty Authority website 
Additional information about wild rice conditions in northeast Minnesota is available on the 
1854 Treaty Authority website, on the Wild Rice Condition Updates page. 

Central Minnesota 

• Fergus Falls  (Otter Tail County) 
Although Otter Tail County is not a bucket list destination for ricers, there are scattered pockets 
of rice (see DNR website for locations) that provide some limited harvest opportunities.  
Productivity in many of these beds can vary from year to year, so a scouting trip can help 
increase your chances of success.  This year’s crop looks better than average, despite a wet 
summer and several July wind events.  As of August 14th, the rice heads were not ripe and were 
still filling out, so if we can avoid any major wind or rain events, the peak harvest will likely 
occur at the end of August. 

• Little Falls  (Morrison & Todd counties) 
We had a great rice crop throughout the work area going through June.  Then from June 29th 
through mid-July we got hit with several abnormally large rain events in Morrison and Todd 
counties.  Much of the area went from 7” below normal rainfall for the year and in a moderate 
drought, to 6” above normal during that time.  Many rice stands in Morrison and Todd counties 

https://www.1854treatyauthority.org/wild-rice/wild-rice-condition-updates.html


were destroyed by flooding but some areas that avoided the heavy rains came through in good 
shape.  Anyone wanting to harvest wild rice in Morrison and Todd counties should scout sites 
prior to harvesting. 

• Sauk Rapids  (Sherburne, Stearns, & Wright counties) 
Spring and early summer drier conditions have set up a wild rice crop that is above average, as 
late summer larger rain events have occurred after the wild rice floating leaf stage, resulting in 
little, if any, damage to wild rice stands.  Overall, we’re seeing relatively good rice production in 
these Stearns, Wright, and Sherburne counties for 2020.  As usual, there are fewer wild rice 
stands in these counties compared to northeast Minnesota, so those areas with good wild rice 
are typically smaller, making them adequate for wildlife foraging and waterfowl hunting, but 
sometimes more difficult for a full day of wild rice harvesting. 
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