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2022 Wild Rice Harvesting Season Outlook 

brought to you by DNR Wildlife staff 

11 August 2022 

Northwest Minnesota 

• Detroit Lakes  (western Becker County) 
Wild rice stands in the Detroit Lakes area are average this year.  Rainstorms in 
June caused high water levels on some area lakes with some localized uprooting 
of rice.  Growing conditions since then have been good.  As always, scouting will 
be key to finding the best rice for harvesting. 

• Fergus Falls  (Otter Tail County) 
Report as of August 8:  We had excellent stands of wild rice in 2021, but due to 
low water, harvest was very challenging last year.  Fortunately, with the return of 
higher water levels this year, the 2022 harvest should be much better, or at least 
easier on the poler!  Wild rice beds that have been visited thus far appear to be in 
good condition with what looks to be an average/good crop.  Flowering was still 
occurring on a small percentage of the heads on August 8th , but most heads 
appeared to be filling out nicely.  Optimal harvest time in Otter Tail County usually 
occurs during the last few days of August/first few days of September.  Due to the 
scattered nature of this resource in Otter Tail County, good scouting will be 
critical to determine when the rice is ready to be harvested and if there is 
adequate water at that time.  Also be aware that high winds and heavy rain 
events can lodge a stand of wild rice and make it very difficult to harvest, so keep 
an eye on the weather reports for the area where you intend to harvest. 

• Park Rapids  (Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Wadena, eastern Becker, & 
northwestern Cass counties) 
Wild rice stands in the Park Rapids area are average to below average this year 
likely due to the higher water levels early in the growing season.  Current water 
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levels are much improved compared to last year’s drought conditions, so water 
bodies that have historically been navigable should be accessible again this year.  
Many of the popular rice lakes appear to have more sparse rice beds than last 
year, but there is still harvestable rice in the area.  The development of the area’s 
wild rice is likely behind last year with the cooler weather, so ripening might be 
later than normal.  Scouting will be important to gauge accessibility and ripeness. 

Northeast Minnesota 

• Aitkin  (Aitkin County) 
This year in the Aitkin area, rice waters are fair to poor.  High water and several 
storms washed out most of the rice on many popular harvesting lakes.  But some 
waters have smaller stands of rice that may be harvestable.  Rice development is 
behind “normal” schedule; on August 4th one lake still had no rice flowers.  At this 
time plants are looking short, so bending seed heads into the canoe might be 
challenging.  This year scouting will be essential to find harvestable stands. 

• Brainerd  (Crow Wing & southern Cass counties) 
Wild rice coverage in the Brainerd Lakes area is spotty.  Some of the lakes more 
favored by harvesters were wiped out or have poor rice production due to storms 
in the beginning of summer.  However, there are a few rice lakes that weathered 
the storms and look good.  Water levels are average right now, so access should 
not be a problem.  Some lakes seem to be behind in development, so make sure 
what you harvest is ripe.  Scouting will be key to a successful harvest this year. 

• Cloquet  (Carlton, Pine, and southern St. Louis counties) 
There is a wide range of rice densities observed across the Cloquet Wildlife Area 
this year.  It is anticipated that the rice crop will be fair to average in most places 
across southern St Louis, Carlton and Pine Counties, although the growth stage is 
behind seasonal expectations at all sites observed.  The rice in the southern end 
of the Cloquet area seems to be faring better, where rice density is average or 
above average in areas observed in Pine County.  

• Grand Rapids  (Itasca, Koochiching, and northeastern Cass counties) 
Persistent high water throughout the rice growing season has produced a 
generally poor rice crop for harvest this year.  Although some lakes have decent 
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rice coverage, it is very short because of the high water and will be difficult to get 
in the boat on most rice beds.  High spring water runoff from last winter’s deep 
snowfall, combined with regular rainfall events, kept water levels high.  However, 
water levels are very slowly dropping now in mid -August, and the weather is very 
conducive to seed filling with warm days and cool nights.  This may help lakes 
provide some harvest if rice plants do not tip over from the receding water levels.  
This time of year there is also a fear of an isolated hail/wind storm happening that 
can damage or wipe out rice crops in minutes.  These storm events seem to be 
happening with more frequency in recent years, especially during the stage when 
rice plants are rising out of the water, after the floating leaf stage.  Rice 
production for waterfowl use will still be good.  Scouting your favorite rice beds is 
critical this year. 

• Tower (northern St. Louis and northern Lake counties) 
Wild rice across most of northern and central St. Louis County is looking to be 
average to above average this year. High spring water levels did have an impact 
on some rivers with wild rice, so, as usual, scouting is needed.  Water levels have 
come down across the area, so, in general, access and ricing conditions are good.  
Big Rice Lake, north of Virginia, has an ongoing Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 
Council-funded wild rice enhancement project occurring.  There is sparse to 
moderately dense rice located throughout the lake. 

• Two Harbors (Cook and southern Lake counties) 
Wild rice in the Two Harbors area is looking better than expected in 2022.  We 
have had frequent rain events, some very heavy with flooding, so seeing some 
dense areas of rice on area lakes was a surprise.  Some lakes look poor that are 
usually pretty good, and larger bodies of water seem to have fared better than 
smaller lakes and have denser patches of rice which will be better for picking.  The 
rice is very behind though, and still sensitive to flooding/swamping out because of 
this.  Most areas have emerging rice, but some areas in the northern parts of Lake 
County and most of Cook County still have floating-leaf stage rice with some 
plants emerging.  Flowers have been observed on only one lake so far.  Some rice 
waters have short plants; it won’t be possible to bend the soon-to-be seedheads 
into a canoe unless the water level goes down. 
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• aerial wild rice survey and 1854 Treaty Authority monitoring reports 
MN DNR Wildlife, the 1854 Treaty Authority, the Fond du Lac Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, and the U.S. Forest Service work together to conduct an aerial 
survey of many wild rice waters in northeast Minnesota.  The survey is scheduled 
for late August.  Photos will be posted to the 1854 Treaty Authority’s Wild Rice 
Condition Updates page shortly after the survey.  The 1854 Treaty Authority also 
provides wild rice updates as information becomes available.  That information is 
also found on the Wild Rice Condition Updates page. 

Central Minnesota 

• New London  (Kandiyohi County) 
While May rains brought excess water, wetlands, lakes, and rivers have gradually 
receded and set up above average rice conditions for this area.  Keep in mind that 
good year here is still quite marginal as compared to heavier ricing areas of the 
state.  Still, with proper scouting there are locations here that could provide some 
ricing opportunity.  As water levels continue to recede, accessing rice waters 
could prove a bit challenging.  Ricing for human consumption is a novelty in this 
area, and our limited and often thin stands are generally best suited to serving as 
cover and forage for waterfowl and other wildlife.  They can be great areas to 
target for waterfowl hunting.  The New London office has had a concerted rice 
seeding effort over the past 5 years.  This has been reasonably successful and may 
result in additional opportunity in this area in the future.  At the very least we are 
definitely enhancing wetlands for wildlife. 

• North Metro  (Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, & Washington counties) 
This year’s outlook is very similar to last year’s  - the dry summer is making for 
some very good to abundant rice stands.  It looks like the rice will ripen a bit 
earlier than an average year.  Water levels are low, so it may be difficult to get a 
canoe through for both rice harvesting and waterfowl hunting.  Access will be 
challenging unless we receive significant rainfall. 

• Sauk Rapids  (Sherburne, Stearns, & Wright counties) 
Minnesota’s spring and summer has resulted in abnormally dry conditions in 
Stearns, Sherburne and Wright Counties, which have set up a wild rice crop with 
above average wild rice stands that look very good.  Overall, we are seeing 

https://www.1854treatyauthority.org/wild-rice/wild-rice-condition-updates.html
https://www.1854treatyauthority.org/wild-rice/wild-rice-condition-updates.html
https://www.1854treatyauthority.org/wild-rice/wild-rice-condition-updates.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/climate/journal/drought_monitor.html
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relatively good rice production in Sherburne and Wright counties for 2022 with 
likely similar conditions in Stearns County.  One wetland in Sherburne County is 
half full of dense rice, something that has not been seen in 7-8 years.  As usual, 
there are fewer wild rice stands in these counties compared to northeast 
Minnesota.  Areas with good wild rice are typically smaller in these three 
counties, making them adequate for wildlife foraging and waterfowl hunting, but 
typically more difficult for a full day of wild rice harvesting.  This year’s wild rice 
stands may prove less difficult to access compared to last year’s stands during the 
extended drought of 2021.  Butdue to a lack of precipitation in the spring and 
summer, expect drier conditions in southwestern Stearns County, which will make 
access to any wild rice stands more difficult. 
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