Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife m1
St. Paul, Minnesota it

DEPARTMENT OF




This page intentionally blank



Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall
2020

(Including 2010-2020 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

edited by
Margaret H. Dexter

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Research Unit
Saint Paul, Minnesota
1 (888) 646-6367
http://www.mndnr.gov

May, 2023 State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources is available to all individuals regardless of race, color, creed, religion,
national origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, age, sexual
orientation, membership or activity in a local commission, or disability. Discrimination inquiries
should be sent to MN-DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4031; or the Equal
Opportunity Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 20240.

Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 30% post-consumer waste and soy-based
ink

This report should be cited as follows:

Dexter, M.H., editor. 2023. Status of wildlife populations, fall 2020. Unpub. Rep., Division of
Fish and Wildlife, Minn. Dept. Nat. Res., St. Paul, Minnesota. 312 pp.

Note: Data in this report may change as a result of future verification and more comprehensive
analysis.

il



This page intentionally blank

il



Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2020
(Including 2010-2020 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 44" year that the DNR has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an
administrative document intended for DNR personnel. Since 1984 we have also
generated a companion volume, Summaries of Wildlife Research Findings, containing
annual summaries of activities and findings from ongoing research projects in the
Wildlife Policy and Research Unit. This publication will be posted on the DNR website
and available in other formats upon request. In the on-line format links are available to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory Bird Management to access
their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird Harvest Information
Preliminary Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and Mourning Dove
Population Status.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland,
wetland, and forest wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers
(conservation officers also participate in August roadside counts). The Farmland,
Wetland, and Forest Wildlife Population and Research groups coordinate these
activities, analyze and interpret data, and prepare recommendations for harvest
regulations and season setting. Due to staffing changes and workload considerations
some reports were not available at time of publication.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by
St. Paul central office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act, Minnesota project W-69-S.
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Skunk, striped
0= o] 4 oY 279, 280
survey
SCENE POSEINAICES .. .ccveiiiii e 40, 43, 44, 45
trapping
= 1YL= 278
(aT0Ta gl oT=T o) i (= o 1= = 276
162 LG o L= (=1 o] o =] SRR 277
Snipe, common
hunting
0P T V=) T 158, 161, 162
U] (=Y T Lo oL =TS 162
NUMDBDET Of NUNEEIS ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e eeas 160
12z 1T o L= ol 0 10 (= T 161, 162

Xvil



Squirrel, fox

hunting
ANV ESE ..o 158, 161, 162
1001 (= =T [ol o1 T 162
NUMDBDET Of NUNLEIS ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeas 160
122 1T o L= ol 0 10 (= TR 161, 162
Squirrel, gray
hunting
NAIVEST ... e e 158, 161. 162
01011 (= =T Lol o1 T 162
NUMDEE Of MUNTEIS ... e e e e 160
taKE PEI NUNTET ... s 161, 162
SWaAN, TTUMIPEIET ... e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e et e eeaeeeeeesaannnns 7

Teal, blue-winged

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2018-2019 ... ... 164
Teal, green-winged

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2018-2019 ... 164
Trappers

=T IS0 =Y 271-278

AV B St .o 277, 278

ICBNSE SAIES ... et et et et e e e e aaas 271, 274, 278

(T8 gl oT=T g 1= o] o1 o [ 275, 276

122 1= 0 1= (7= o 1= 277

Turkey, wild
Fall hunting, 2019

harvest ... 170,172,173, 177
[OL=14 1 11 €U PSSR UPPPPRR 170,172, 173, 177
[ Vo ot YTl = (< TR 172,173
Spring hunting, 2020
area open to huNtiNg DY ZONE ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 176
NAIVESE .. e 171,173, 174, 175, 177
PEIMILS ... e e e eeeaes 170, 171,173, 174, 175, 177
SUCCESS TAE ..ot 173, 174
SUurvey, AUQUSE FOAASIAES .....ouviiiii et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaeene 7
WaALK-IN ArEaS (WIAS)..... ettt ettt e e e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e e annnnneeeas 4,5
Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species name; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)
Survey, MN breeding pOPUIALION ... 139
POPUIALION STAIUS ... s 139
Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA) ... 4

XViil



Weasel, long-tailed

[OL=Y 10 o4 oY= T 279, 280
trapping
E= V=T R SPTR 278
NUMDBEr Of traPPEIS ... 276
16 LT L= g 1= o] o= PP PPURPPPRRRPTN 277
(710 Y g = Ted QT o o = RSP 49

Weasel, short-tailed

PEIE PIICES. ..ottt 279, 280
trapping
RAIVEST ... 278
NUMDBEr Of traPPEIS ... 276
LE= L G R 01T a1 =T o] o 1= S 277
WINEEE traCK INAICES..... et e e e et e e e e e e e e e eeaa e e e e e e 49
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) ......ooooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 4,8
Wigeon, American
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2018-2019 ... ...t 164
Wildlife Management Areas (WIMA) ..ottt aenenenensnnnnnnnne 4
WINEEM traCK SUIVEY ...oee e e e e e et e e e e et e e e e et e e e e et eeeee 47-55
Wolf, gray (timber)
Survey
[oT0] o 101 E=1 1 1 128-135
SCENE POSEINAICES ....ceieiiiiii e 40, 46
WINEEI trACK INAICES .. ettt e e e e aaas 48, 49, 54
Woodcock, American
Population StAtUS..........ooeiiiiii e 143-147
(o] ¢=T=To T aTo =T o [ TR PPPPPPTPRR 143, 147
hunting
AYS @FIEIA ... 146
NAIVEST ..o s 146, 158, 161, 162
AUNEEE SUCCESS ... 162
NUMDBDEN Of NUNTEIS ... eaas 146, 160
tAKE PEI NUNLEN ... .o 161, 162
Wood duck
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2018-2019 ... 164
Woodpecker, red-headed............oou e 7
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