
 

Structure Setback  
Innovative Standards 

 

 

 

Benefits 

• Provides space for vegetation and habitat in riparian and bluff areas 
• Preserves and enhances natural lake shore character 
• Reduces visual impact of structures from the water 
• Reduces visual obstructions of the water from neighboring properties 

Types of Approaches 

1. Water-Oriented Accessory Structures ....................................................................................................... 1 
2. OHWL Setbacks .......................................................................................................................................... 2 
3. Bluff Setbacks ............................................................................................................................................ 3 

 The ordinance language used in these examples varies significantly depending on complexity of the issue and 
method of implementation. In straight forward cases, actual ordinance language is provided. In complex 
examples, the key provisions are summarized. Please contact the planning and zoning staff with the relevant 
community if you have questions about the specific ordinance provisions. 

1. Water-Oriented Accessory Structures 

Beltrami County  

The setback of the structure or facility from the ordinary high water level must be at least the following 
distances for the respective lake classifications and river segments: 

Part of a series highlighting innovative local 
government standards intended to help encourage 
adoption of more protective shoreland standards. 



Lake and River Class  Feet 

Special Protection N/A 

Sensitive Area 75 

Natural Environment  75 

Recreational Development 50 

General Development 50 

Remote River 100 

Forested River 75 

Tributary 50 

Ordinance Citation: Section 1119.5 B. 

Cass County 

The minimum setback of the structure or facility from the OWHL shall be 20 (twenty) feet or ten (10) feet from a 
DNR permitted harbor 

Ordinance Citation: Section 1126.4.A.2. 

2. OHWL Setbacks 

Wright County 

NE Lake Transition River 

Shoreland Standard County Standard Shoreland Standard County Standard 

150 200 150 200 

Ordinance Citation: Sections 155.057 (E)(1)(b)3 and 155.057 (E)(2)(a). 

 



Washington County 

NE Lake (septic) 

 

Transition River 
(septic) 

Tributary River 
(septic) 

Tributary River 
(pubic sewer) 

Unclassified 
Waters 

Shoreland 
Standard 

County 
Standard 

Shoreland 
Standard 

County 
Standard 

Shoreland 
Standard 

County 
Standard 

Shoreland 
Standard 

County 
Standard 

Shoreland 
Standard 

County 
Standard 

150 200 150 200 100 200 50 150 N/A 75 

 
Ordinance Citation: Chapter 6, Section 8.1. 

City of Minnetonka Beach 

Structures shall be setback at least 75 feet from the OWHL level (50 feet required) or a setback equivalent to the 
average setback of adjacent structures.  

Ordinance Citation: Section 3.7 (F)(6)(d)(i). 

3. Bluff Setbacks 

Red Lake County 

Setback from top of bluff is 100 feet.  

Ordinance Citation: Section 5.21 B. (1) 

Wadena County 
Setback from top of bluff is 50 feet.  
 
Ordinance Citation: Section 14. F.5.b. 
 
Le Sueur County 
Structures shall be set back from the top and/or toe of the bluff: 

• Thirty (30) feet for bluffs with slopes eighteen (18) to thirty (30) percent 
• Fifty (50) feet for bluffs with slopes greater than thirty (30) percent 

 
Ordinance Citation: Section 13.1 Subdivision 5.F.1. 
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