a """ Shoreland and Floodplain Formula for Variance
Variance Guidance Series Findings
This is part of a series of documents to help local governments make good variance decisions. The
il S L S complete series may be found at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/shoreland/variances.html.

#1: Is the request in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance?

The Shoreland Ordinance states

(state ordinance requirement), the purpose of which is to

(explain what the ordinance requirement is intended to prevent or protect; check SONAR if not sure).

The proposed variance is for:

(explain proposal and potential effects).

This variance is/is not in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Shoreland Ordinance because:

(explain how the proposal is in harmony with or undermines the purpose of the ordinance).

#2: Would granting the variance be consistent with the comprehensive plan?

The Comprehensive Plan contains the following policies and goals regarding this request:

(list applicable policies, goals, and maps, including citations).

Granting the variance is/is not consistent with the comprehensive plan because:

(explain how; relate details of the request to specific policies, goals, and maps).

#3: Are there unique circumstances to the property not created by the landowner?

There are/are no circumstances unique to the property that would prevent compliance with the Shoreland
Ordinance because:

(describe any physical characteristics of the land that are unique to this property that prevent compliance with
the ordinance requirement, and whether the applicant has demonstrated that no other feasible alternative
exists that would comply with the ordinance; explain what makes this property different from other shoreland
properties to justify why this applicant should be able to deviate from the ordinance when others must comply -
if there are unique circumstances, describe whether they were created by some action of property owner).
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#4: Would granting the variance allow the essential character of the locality to stay the same?

Granting the variance will/will not alter the essential character of the locality because:

(explain whether the variance

would provide minimal relief or a substantial deviation from the ordinance requirement, and describe how it
affects the natural appearance and ecological function of the shore or alters the flow of water across the land).

#5: Does the property owner propose to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by
the ordinance?

The property owner does/does not propose to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the
ordinance, given the purpose of the protections because:

(explain whether the applicant

has demonstrated that the proposed variance is reasonable in this location given the sensitivity of the resource
being protected, any known water quality impairments, and the purposes of the ordinance requirement).

What is your decision? (Approve or Deny)

Remember - ALL statutory criteria MUST be satisfied to approve.
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If approved, what conditions will you impose?

(Findings must support the conditions; explain the impacts of the proposed development and the conditions
that address those impacts. Remember that findings must be directly related and proportional to the impacts
created by the variance. Set specific timeframes and deadlines, and consider requiring the following to help
ensure compliance with the conditions:

e financial sureties to ensure that the required activities are completed within specified deadlines,

e as-built drawings and/or photos as proof of completion within the terms of the conditions, and/or

e Jong-term maintenance and operation agreements for stormwater best management practices and
vegetation that must be protected or restored as a condition of approval, along with notices of
restrictions recorded against properties to ensure that future property owners are aware of their

responsibilities and don’t unknowingly “undo” any conditions.)
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