
Bridges & Culverts  – Floodplain Requirements in A Zones                                 
(focus on Hydraulics) 

 
 
 Do hydraulics/hydrology report to meet 

MN Rules 6115.0231, Subp. 2, A. and 
local floodplain management ordinance.

 
Note: If associated with development of 
> 5 acres and/or 50 lots, detailed study is 

required (44 CFR 60.3, (b), 3.) 

Stage increase for proposed 
structure is equal to or less 

than for existing structure OR 
cumulative stage increase is 
less than 0.50 feet AND no 
increased damage potential 
(see MN Rules 6115.0231, 

Subp. 2, B.)?

Complete hydraulic 
report or “No- 

Rise” Certificate.  
No submission to 

FEMA (community 
keeps on file) 

Yes

Change in 100-year flood stage (increase 
or decrease of more than 0.00 feet)? 

Yes

No submission 
to FEMA.  

Community 
keeps data on 
file and tracks 
portion of 0.5 
foot surcharge 

used. 

 No 

Stage increase for proposed 
structure is between 0.50 and 
1.00 feet AND no increased 
damage potential (see MN 
Rules 6115.0231, Subp. 2, 

B.)?

Options: 
1) Redesign project so it meets MN Rules 

6115.0231, Subp. 2, B. 
2) Get approval of MN DNR Waters 

(includes ensuring no increased flood 
damage potential – i.e., all impacted area 
under control of project sponsor, 
easements, permission, etc.) 

No
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