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MN Floodplain Permit Process 
 
 

In 100-Yr (1% Chance) 
Floodplain? 

a. Document how determined.         
b. Continue normal permit process. 

YES 

Determine if:  
1.  General Floodplain (GFP) 
2.  Flood Fringe (FF), or        
3.  Floodway (FW)                   

NO 

FLOOD FRINGE PERMITTED USES 
(i.e., structures elevated on fill) 

--------------------------------------------------- 
Determine & Document permitted use 
standards are met:                  

a. RFPE                          
b. Fill elevation w/in 15’ of structure 
c. Access elevation 

a. Issue permit                                                
b. Inspect low floor & fill                              
c. Obtain as-built low floor & fill elevations      
d. Issue certificate of occupancy 

Meets Stds? 
Go to “CUP 
or Variance 
Process”* 
(separate 

flow chart) 

NO 

YES 

GFP (“A Zone”) 

FF

(Local ordinance may use CUP process) 
Make determination whether site would 
be in Floodway or Flood Fringe & 
calculate the 1% chance flood elevation: 

a. Use “simple methods,” or  
b. Have qualified engineer do study  

------------------------------------------------------  
If Floodway – Go to FW process             
If Flood Fringe – Go to FF process  

YES 

NO 

FLOODWAY PERMITTED USES 
(i.e., farming, trails, parks, golf courses, parking) 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Evaluate & Document compliance with standards 
for floodway permitted uses:  

a. Low damage potential 
b. Permissible in underlying zoning   
c. Does not obstruct flows or increase the 

1% chance flood stage 

Meets Stds? 

a. Issue permit 
b. Inspect 

FW

*  Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) & Variances 
are only applicable in limited situations. 


