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INTRODUCTION

The Mississippi River Critical Area corridor was designated approximately 30 years ago and
extends approximately 72 miles, encompassing portions of some 30 governmental subdivisions.
At the direction of the Minnesota State Legislature, the MNDNR must report on the status of
plans and ordinances, discuss variances to the ordinances, and include options and
recommendations for improving Critical Area management, especially for protecting the river
corridor’s visual and natural amenities.

To obtain information on variances, and plan and ordinance status, the DNR conducted a survey
of local government units within the Critical Area corridor to obtain first-hand information on
the status of Critical Area Plans and Ordinances, community perspectives on the program, and
ascertain the number and types of variances sought and issued in each community.

The survey was conducted in August and September of 2007. The survey consisted of an
explanatory cover letter, a Questionnaire addressing the status of Critical Area plans and
ordinances and community perspectives on the program, and a Variance Data Table for
communities to record the number and types of variances sought and denied or granted in each
community for each year since ordinance adoption.

Communities were also asked to indicate whether they would be interested in participating in a
stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the program.

The DNR contacted each community to determine the appropriate contact person for survey
completion. After the survey was mailed, the DNR contacted each community at least once by
phone or e-mail to insure the survey was received, and to encourage the community to complete
and return it.

The DNR received responses from twenty-two communities. Responses for each community are
discussed in this report using the original statements (edited for readability) made by the
respondents to the LGU Questionnaire. The discussion of variance activity consists of each
community’s listing of numbers, types, and disposition of variances by year in the Variance Data
Table that was also sent to each community. Copies of each community’s original responses to
the survey can be found following this report.

SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESPONSES
Twenty-two units of government (of 30 contacted) responded to the survey.

Administration of the Mississippi River Critical Area Corridor was transferred to the DNR in
1995. During the next five years, with staff funding and community assistance grants from the
National Park Service (NPS), the DNR worked with corridor communities to update their plans
and ordinances to incorporate goals from the NPS’ 1995 Mississippi National River Recreation
Area Comprehensive Plan. Twenty-seven communities have revised their Critical Area Plans
since 1995, including twenty-one of the communities responding to the survey. Six communities
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have updated their Critical Area regulations or ordinances since they were originally approved
by the EQB, including five of the communities responding to the survey.

Communities responding to the survey reported a total of 230 variance applications since
adopting their respective ordinances. Variance applications were granted for 200 (87%) of that
total. Variance applications were denied for 30 (13%) of the total. The types and numbers of
variances granted were: Bluffline setbacks (41, or 20.5% ); Setbacks for Accessory Structures
and Rear or Side yard setbacks (31, or 15.5%); OHWL setbacks (30, or 15%); Structure Height
and Dimensional Standards (21, or 10.5%); Lot Size or building density (18, or 9%); Steep
Slopes (9, or 4.5%); Grading and filling (5, or 2.5%); and other (44, or 22%). Setbacks
constituted the majority of variances granted; bluffline, OHWL, and accessory
structures/rear/side yard setbacks comprised 51% of all variances granted, and represent the three
most common categories of variances given (excluding the miscellaneous category of Other).

The following figure depicts the total variance applications received for every year of the Critical
Area Program. The total number of variance applications shows a general increasing trend from
the beginning of the program until the present; this trend is also displayed by both total numbers
of variances granted and total numbers denied.
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Community perspectives on the program were mixed, but responding communities generally
considered the program valuable.

The following table summarizes survey response results, including numbers of variance

applications reported by the community and the dates of each community’s current plan and
regulations:
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Community Name Responded to # Variance Date of Date of
Survey? Applications Approved Approved
reported Critical Area | Ciritical Area
Plan* Regulations*

Anoka Y 19 2005 1980

Anoka County Y NA 2002 NA
Brooklyn Center Y 1 2003 1980
Brooklyn Park Y 26 2001 1980
Champlin Y 26 2003 1980

Coon Rapids Y 1 2001 1979
Cottage Grove Y 24 1982 1980
Dakota County N NA 1999 NA

Dayton Y 0 2001 2003
Denmark Township N Unknown 1999 1982
Fridley N Unknown 2001 1980

Grey Cloud Island Y 6 1999 2001

Twp

Hastings Y 12 2001 NA'
Hennepin County N NA NA NA

Inver Grove Heights Y 2 1999 1992
Lilydale Y Not reported 1997 1998
Maplewood Y 0 1992 1983
Mendota Y Not reported 2000 1980
Mendota Heights Y 14 2002 2006
Minneapolis N Unknown 2006 NA*
Newport Y Not reported 2000 1980
Nininger Township Y 2 2000 2000
Ramsey Y 28 2001 1985
Ramsey County N NA 2001 NA
Ravenna Township N Unknown 1998 1999
Rosemount Y 4 1998 1991

St. Paul Y 26 2001 1982

St. Paul Park Y 39 1999 2002

South St. Paul N Unknown 2000 1982
Washington County Y NA 2001 NA

Notes:

*Dates provided by communities returning questionnaires, but verified or corrected with DNR file information; for
communities not returning questionnaires, dates are from DNR files.
1: Although the EQB approved an ordinance for the community, it apparently has never adopted it and is operating

under interim guidelines.

2: In 1989, EQB approved Minneapolis’ existing land use framework for regulating activity in the Critical Area;

neither EQB nor DNR have approved a Critical Area ordinance for the City
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COMMUNITY RESPONSES

Twenty-two communities responded to the survey. The responses of each community are
summarized below in alphabetical order. Copies of the completed questionnaires and completed
variance data tables are included in Appendix A, and Appendix B, respectively.

CITY OF ANOKA

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Anoka reports that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1979, and that it
updated the plan in 2005. The City does not plan to update its Critical Area Plan as part of the
2008 Comprehensive Plan update. The City reports that it does not currently have a Critical
Area ordinance, but that it plans to update its Critical Area ordinance in 2008. DNR records
indicate that the City’s ordinance does include Critical Area protections, and that the City’s
Critical Area regulations were approved by the EQB in 1980.

Community Perspectives

When asked what the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program are, the City
responded that the additional regulations help the City enforce river projects. The City felt that a
weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program was that boundaries are a great distance
from the River in some places. The City felt that it would be helpful to have seminars that are
City-specific. The City also felt that the program was valuable to the community in protecting an
area that people take pride in recreating and living in. The City expressed interest in participating
in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Anoka (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 4 3 1
Lot setbacks 5 4 1
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 2 1 1
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 6 3 3
Other 2 2 0
Totals (1980-2007) 19 13 6

ANOKA COUNTY

Status of Plans and Ordinances
Anoka County reported originally adopting its Critical Area Plan in 2001. DNR records indicate
final adoption was in 2002. The County will not update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
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Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update and no other
updates are planned. The County currently does not have a Critical Area Ordinance since the
County is fully incorporated and is not responsible for land use regulation. The County indicated
that 1t did manage Highway projects to comply with MNRRA and/or with the local City
Ordinances and these will be reflected in its 2015 Transportation Plan.

Community Perspectives

The County responded that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program was that
it provides for management/protection of a natural resource. It also stated that the weakness of
the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it makes unreasonable, unrealistic demands of
organizations like itself that have no land use controls. When asked what suggestions the County
would have for improving the program, the County’s response was that the program was
administered to communities in Critical Areas which created resentment against the DNR and
that that was not fair to the DNR or to the communities. The County stated that there were not
enough reasonable compromises made. The County also stated that the program would be more
valuable if it focused on the benefits of implementation and if more effort was made to make it a
program people wanted to implement instead of dread hearing about. The County would like to
participate in a stakeholder group.

Variances
Anoka County does not administer a zoning ordinance and thus does not receive or consider
variance applications.

CITY OF BROOKLYN CENTER

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Brooklyn Center reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1980,
revised the plan in 2002, and formally adopted its current Critical Area Plan in 2003. DNR
records show that the Metropolitan Council approved the plan in 1999, but that it did not receive
final approval from the DNR. The City plans to update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update if required to
do so. No other updates are planned. The City reported that it had not yet adopted a Critical Area
Ordinance although DNR records indicate an ordinance was adopted in 1980. The City plans to
update its Critical Area Ordinance sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

Community Perspectives

The City felt that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program was that it was
designed to protect and preserve a valuable resource for the benefit of citizens of the State,
Region and Nation and prevent irreversible damage to it. The City expressed interest in
participating in a stakeholder group.
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Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Brooklyn Center (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 1 1 0
Lot setbacks 0 0 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 0 0 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1980-2007) 1 1 0

CITY OF BROOKLYN PARK

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Brooklyn Park reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1979. The
City did a major revision in 2001 adopting the Mississippi River Stewardship Plan as part of the
2000 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City will not update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical
Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update and no
other updates are planned.

The City originally adopted its Critical Area Ordinance in 1980. The City made a minor revision
to the Critical Area Ordinance in 2001 allowing for reconstruction/replacement of a structure
within its existing footprint. The City plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance sometime after
the 2008 comprehensive plan update.

Community Perspectives

The City thinks the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is as a tool to help in
the preservation of the corridor. The weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program
lies in multiple jurisdictions and inconsistent rules with inconsistent enforcement. The program
could be improved through clearer expectations and reasonable application of the rules. The
program is valuable since the River is considered an important asset to the City and the program
can help in protecting it. The City would like to see more education materials on protecting the
River to provide for all owners. Some owners are very good stewards, others are not. The City is
interested 1n participating in a stakeholder group.
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Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Brooklyn Park (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
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CITY OF CHAMPLIN

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Champlin reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1980. The City
made a major revision to the Plan in 2003 that addressed the 1988 MNRRA Comprehensive
Management Plan. The revisions addressed the 1988 MNRRA Comprehensive Management
Plan. The City will update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update.

The City originally adopted its Critical Area Ordinance in 1980. The City reported that it updated
its Critical Area Ordinance in 2003 to meet MINRRA policies. The DNR reviewed drafts in 1997
and 1998, but it has not reviewed or approved the 2003 ordinance revisions. No other updates
are planned. The City has no plans to further update the Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives
The City would be interested in participating in a stakeholder group to develop ideas and
recommendations for changing the program.
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Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Champlin (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 17 15 2
Lot setbacks 9 3 6
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 0 0 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1980-2007) 26 18 8

CITY OF COON RAPIDS

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Coon Rapids reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1979. The
City indicated it amended its Comprehensive Plan in 2001 and stated that there was no impact to
the Critical Area Plan. DNR records indicate the Comprehensive Plan was updated in 2001 to
achieve MNRRA standards. The City plans to update its Critical Area Plan as part of the 2008
Comprehensive Plan Update. The City did not report when its Critical Area Ordinance was
originally adopted, but DNR records indicate it was adopted in 1979. The City does not plan to
update its Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives
The City would be interested in participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Coon Rapids (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
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CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Cottage Grove reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1978 and
that it has not been updated. DNR records indicate the plan was approved in 1982 and that while -
the plan has not been updated, DNR records also indicate that the City reviewed the plan in 2000
and determined it was still in conformance with Executive Order 79-19 and thus did not require
updating. The City reports updating its Comprehensive Plan in 1999 but the update did not

affect any portions of the Critical Area Plan. The City reports adopting a Critical Area

Ordinance in 1978, but DNR records indicate it was adopted in 1980. The City indicated that it
had no plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives

The City thinks the weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program lies in the fact that
Cottage Grove is classified as rural and that rural standards applied to urban development require
numerous variances. The City suggested that urban standards should be applied in its case. The
City would be interested in participating a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Cottage Grove (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 15 15 0
OHWL setback 0 ‘ 0 0
Lot setbacks 3 3 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 2 0 2
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 4 3 1
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1980-2007) 24 21 3

DAKOTA COUNTY

No response was received. DNR records show that the County adopted its Critical Area Plan in
1999.

CITY OF DAYTON

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Dayton reported that it had originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 2003 but
DNR records show that the Critical Area Plan was first adopted in 1980. A major revision was
made when the City updated the Plan in 2001. The City will update its Critical Area Plan (or
Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update.
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The City reported that it had originally adopted its Critical Area Ordinance in 2003 but DNR
records show that the Critical Area Ordinance was first adopted in 1980. A major revision was
made when the City updated the Ordinance in 2003. The City indicated that it had plans to
update its Critical Area Ordinance sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update.

Community Perspectives

The City felt that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program was the protection
of shoreline/viewsheds from pending development. The City felt that the weakness of the
Mississippi River Critical Area program was that 1t was very difficult to make existing homes
that want to “slightly” expand conform to the ordinance. The program is valuable to the City to
protect a valuable resource. The City would be interested in participating a stakeholder group.

Variances
The City did not report any variances applications.

DENMARK TOWNSHIP

No response was received. DNR records indicate that the EQB may not have approved the
Township’s Critical Area Plan dated 7/15/82. The DNR approved a revised Critical Area Plan in
1999. The Township has an EQB-approved Critical Area Ordinance dating to 1982.

CITY OF FRIDLEY

No response was received. DNR records show that the City originally adopted a Critical Area
Plan in 1980 and that the DNR approved an updated Critical Area Plan in 2001. DNR records
show that the City has an EQB-approved Critical Area Ordinance from 1980.

GREY CLOUD ISLAND TOWNSHIP

Status of Plans and Ordinances

Grey Cloud Island Township reported that it originally adopted its Cr1t1ca1 Area Plan in 1980.
The Township made a major revision to the Critical Area Plan in 1999 to meet MNRRA
standards. The Township will update its Critical Area Plan in 2008. There were amendments to
the Comprehensive Plan and zoning affecting the Critical Area Corridor in 1983 in which an area
was annexed by the City of Cottage Grove, in a 1989 annexation of Lower Grey Cloud Island by
Cottage Grove, and in 2007 in which 300 acres were annexed by St. Paul Park. The Township
will update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of
the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The Township states that it originally adopted a Critical
Area Ordinance in 1980. The Township made a major revision to the Critical Area Plan in 1999
" to meet MNRRA standards. The Ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor
were made to reflect the aforementioned annexations. The Township plans to update its Critical
Area ordinance in 2008.
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Community Perspectives

The strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it reflects the desire of
citizens to preserve pristine river frontage. The weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area
program is that it demonstrates loss of control by Minnesota Townships because of annexation
favoring Cities. The Township was not interested in participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the Grey Cloud Island Township (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 A 0
OHWL setback 0 0 0
Lot setbacks 1 1 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 0 0 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 3 3 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 2 0 2
Totals (1980-2007) 6 4 2

CITY OF HASTINGS
Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Hastings reported that it had originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 2000. The
Plan was subject to DNR approval and final adoption was completed in 2001. There were
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and zoning affecting the Critical Area Corridor in 2005
involving a rezoning from C3 Community Regional Commerce to DC Downtown Core
contained in a two block area directly south of the Mississippi River between Ramsey Street to
Baily Street. The City plans to update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive
Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City reported that it had
never adopted a Critical Area Ordinance. DNR files show that Interim Development Regulations
are still in effect for the City. (Note: Executive Order 79-19 includes Interim Development
Regulations intended to control development after Critical Area designation but before
communities adopt approved plans and ordinances. In communities that never adopted approved
ordinances, the Interim Development Regulations are still in effect).

Community Perspectives

The City states that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it protects
vegetation and intensive development. The City stated that a weakness of the Mississippi River
Critical Area program was that it does not allow established cities the ability to develop or
redevelop and creates many nonconformities leading to numerous variances. The City also stated
that it would be helpful to allow established urban development to continue in certain areas. The
City has attempted to establish a separate district on several occasions but has been turned down
by the DNR. The City states that the program was valuable to the community in ”Green Areas”
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- but was a terrible burden in developed areas. The City expressed interest in participating in a
stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Hastings (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
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HENNEPIN COUNTY

The County did not fill out the survey. While much of the County is incorporated into cities,
there is land in the vicinity of Fort Snelling and the airport that is in Hennepin County but not
incorporated into cities. When there is development on these lands it is subject to the Interim
Development Regulations contained in Executive Order 79-19 (see note under City of Hastings).
The County does not have a Critical Area Plan or Ordinance.

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Inver Grove Heights responded on the LGU Questionnaire that it had originally
adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1998 but DNR records show that it had originally adopted its
Critical Area Plan in 1989. The City adopted its current plan in 1998 and the DNR approved it in
1999. The Critical Area Plan has not undergone any major revision since then. The City will not
update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the
2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City also responded on the LGU Questionnaire that it
had originally adopted its Critical Area Ordinance in 1992 but DNR records show that the City’s
Critical Area regulations were approved by the EQB in 1989. The City adopted its current
Critical Area Ordinance in 1992. The Ordinance has not undergone any major revision since
then. The City indicated that it had no plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives
The City states that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it provides
increased protection of natural resources. The City 1s interested in participating in a stakeholder

group.
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Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Inver Grove Heights (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 0 0 0
Lot setbacks 0 0 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 2 2 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1989-2007) 2 2 0

CITY OF LILYDALE

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Lilydale originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1979 and updated it in 1997 to
meet MNRRA standards. The City reports an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and
zoning affecting the Critical Area Corridor in 2000, and the DNR has records of another
amendment and rezoning in 2006. The City plans to update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical
Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City
originally adopted a Critical Area Ordinance in 1979, and updated it in 1998. The City indicated
that it had plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance in 2008.

Community Perspectives

The City states that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it protects
riverfront properties from improper development. The City felt that the program was valuable as
another tool for river preservation.

The City was not interested in participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The City did not report any variance applications.

CITY OF MAPLEWOOD

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Maplewood reported that it had originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1988.
However, DNR files show the original plan was adopted in 1980, and in 2002 the DNR approved
an amendment to the MRCAC Management Plan component of the City’s Comprehensive
Plan.The City is uncertain whether it will update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City
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reported that it had originally adopted a Critical Area Ordinance in 1988. DNR records indicate
their first ordinance was approved by the EQB in 1980, and then it was consolidated with other
ordinances and approved by the EQB in 1983. They do not have a more recently adopted and
approved Critical Area Ordinance. The City indicated that it was uncertain when it would update
its Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives ,
The City was not interested in participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The City reported no variance applications.

CITY OF MENDOTA

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Mendota reported an original adoption date of 1990 for its Critical Area Plan. The
DNR approved a revised plan in 2000. The Critical Area Plan has not undergone any other major
revisions. The City reported an original adoption date of 1990 for its Critical Area Ordinance.
However, DNR records show that the original Critical Area Ordinance was approved by the
EQB in 1980. The City indicated that it would update its Critical Area Ordinance in 2008.

Community Perspectives

The City reports that one strength of the program is that it helps with development and that the
program is very valuable to the community. They also express interest in participating in a
stakeholder session. '

Variances
The City did not report any variance applications.

CITY OF MENDOTA HEGHTS

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Mendota Heights reported on the LGU Questionnaire a date of 1980 for its Critical
Area Plan and that the Critical Area Plan has not undergone any major revision since adoption.
DNR records indicate the City’s plan was updated in 2002. The City will review its Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update but does not anticipate any
changes. The City reported that it originally adopted a Critical Area Ordinance in 1980 and has
not updated it. However, DNR records indicate the City’s ordinance was updated in 2006. City
indicated that it had no further plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance.

Community Perspectives

The City states the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it serves as a
useful tool for controlling development on the River bluff. The weakness of the Mississippi
River Critical Area program lies in the fact that a majority of Critical Area properties are far
from the bluff and that the vast majority of Critical Area permits are not variances but simple
plan reviews. The program could be improved if boundaries were revisited. The program is
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valuable as a control for development along the River. The City is interested in participating in a
stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Mendota Heights (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

The City did not respond to the survey. DNR records indicate that the EQB approved the City’s
Critical Area Plan in 1989. The Plan relied on existing City regulations for implementation. The
City did not develop a separate Critical Area ordinance. EQB approved the existing City
ordinances as the regulations for implementing the Plan. The City revised its Critical Area plan
in 2006. The Plan has been approved by the DNR. The City does not have a DNR-approved
Critical Area ordinance.

CITY OF NEWPORT

Status of Plans and Ordinances :
The City of Newport reported that it originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 2002. DNR files
show that their original plan was approved by the EQB in 1980 and that they updated the plan in
2000. The City will not update its Critical Area Plan as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan
Update. The City reported that it originally adopted a Critical Area ordinance in 2002 and that
the ordinance has not undergone any major revision since adoption. DNR files show the City
first adopted a Critical Area ordinance in 1980 and that it has not been updated since. DNR files
also indicate the City discussed ordinance revisions with the DNR in 1997 but that a revised
ordinance was not submitted for DNR approval. The City indicated that it had no plans to update
its Critical Area ordinance.

Community Perspectives

The City stated the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it protects
riverfront properties from improper development. The program is valuable as another tool for
river preservation. The City was not interested in participating in a stakeholder group.
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Variances
The City did not record any variance applications on the table.

NININGER TOWNSHIP

Status of Plans and Ordinances

Nininger Township reported its Critical Area Plan was adopted in 2000. DNR files show that
their original plan was adopted in 1980, and it was substantially revised in 2000 to meet
MNRRA standards. The Township reports additional amendments in 1982, 1995, and 1997.
The Township will not update its Critical Area Plan as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan
Update. The Township stated it did not know the date on which it had adopted a Critical Arca
Ordinance; DNR files indicate that it was originally adopted and approved by the EQB in 1980,
and updated in 2000. The Township indicated that it had no plans to update its Critical Area
ordinance.

Community Perspectives
The Township was not interested in participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
Nininger Township (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 1 0 1
OHWL setback 1 0 1
Lot setbacks 0 0 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 0 0 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1980-2007) 2 0 2

CITY OF RAMSEY

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Ramsey originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1980. The Plan was updated
during Comprehensive Plan updates in 1990 and 2001. The revisions are primarily changes to
the MUSA boundary. The City reports a number of minor Comprehensive Plan and zoning
amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor in 1979, 1982, 1988, 1993, 1995, 2003, and
2006. The major update to the Critical Area Plan was in 2001.

The City will update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as
part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan Council but
anticipates only minor changes.
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The City adopted a Critical Area Ordinance in 1985. The Ordinance has not undergone any
major revision since adoption. There were amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor in
1988 and 1990 to add descriptions of future trails along the Mississippi River. The City indicated
that 1t plans to update its Critical Area Ordinance sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan
update. '

Community Perspectives

The City felt that one of the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program was the
vegetative management requirements. The City felt that the weaknesses of the Mississippi River
Critical Area program were that boundaries were designated by legal description/section line
rather than river buffer or some other method more directly tied to the river; there was difficulty
in applying standards to existing development, redevelopment, and new development; there was
difficulty in applying standards to urban and rural development; there is overlap, inconsistency,
conflict, and confusion with other river regulations (Scenic River, Shoreland, etc); there is a lack
of cohesive plan/implementation/zoning requirements throughout the Critical Area; and there
was difficulty in applying standards that were established in the 1970s to an urbanizing area.

Some suggestions the City had for improving the program were: eliminating sub-districts;
revising boundaries to a buffer rather than following section lines; accounting for major roads
(e.g., Highway 10); pursuing a plan for the entire Critical Area and coordinating with other river
planning/zoning requirements; and working with other Cities to develop standards that protect
the resource yet are flexible enough to accommodate existing and new development. The
program is valuable to the City for vegetative management requirements, and the ability to
collaborate with DNR staff on reviewing development proposals within the corridor. The City
would be interested in participating a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Ramsey (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 6 6 0
Lot setbacks 10 10 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 2 2 0
ISTS 1 1 0
Grading and filling 0 0 0
Lot Density/Size 3 3 0
Other 6 S 1
Totals (1985-2007) 28 27 1
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RAMSEY COUNTY

Ramsey County indicated that they would not be submitting a completed survey since the
County is fully incorporated and does not administer a zoning ordinance or receive or consider
variance applications.

RAVENNA TOWNSHIP

No response was received. DNR files indicate that the EQB originally approved the Ravenna
Township Critical Area Plan in 1979. The plan was updated in 1998. DNR files do not indicate
when a Critical Area ordinance was first approved by the EQB. However, the current Township
Critical Area ordinance was adopted in 1999 and approved by the DNR.

CITY OF ROSEMOUNT

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of Rosemount adopted its original Critical Area Plan in 1979. They revised their
Comprehensive Plan in 1993 (2010 Plan) and 1998 (2020 Plan), with a major revision of the
Critical Area plan in 1998. The City reports being undecided regarding whether it will update its
Critical Area plan during the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update. They plan to evaluate the plan
and revise it if necessary. The City reported adopting a Critical Area Ordinance in 1991. DNR

- files show that the original ordinance was approved by the EQB in 1979 and that it has not been
updated or approved by the DNR since then. The City indicated that it would update its Critical
Area Ordinance sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update.

Community Perspectives

The City indicates the strength and value of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is
protection of Mississippi River bluff areas that are difficult to develop. A weakness is that it
requires State oversight of development, which otherwise is a local issue. The City would not be
interested in participating a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of Rosemount (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 2 2 0
OHWL setback 0 0 0
Lot setbacks 0 0 0
Slopes 1 1 0
Bldg Dimensions 0 0 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 1 1 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Totals (1979-2007) 4 4 0
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CITY OF ST. PAUL

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City originally adopted its Critical Area Plan in 1981. The City amended the plan in 1987 to
incorporate the “Riverfront Pre-development Plan”. In 1997, the City developed the “St. Paul on
the Mississippi Development Framework™ which was an important plan relating to the river,
although 1t is not a chapter in the Comprehensive Plan. DNR records indicate the City adopted
the Mississippi River Corridor Plan, a chapter of the Comprehensive Plan, in 2001. In 2007 the
City developed a draft National Great River Park chapter for the 1997 framework, and it plans to
develop a “National Great River Park Plan in 2008 or 2009. The City will not update its Critical
Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive
Plan Update.

The City originally adopted a Critical Area Ordinance in 1982. The Ordinance has not
undergone any major revision since adoption but City staff indicate that a revised ordinance has
been developed through a Task Force process. The Task Force issued its report in July 2006; the
matter 1s before the City Planning Commission. The City has adopted two zoning changes with
potential implications in the Critical Area: Preliminary zoning for urban villages in 2001, and a
general update of the zoning code adding Traditional Neighborhood (TN) zones in 2004.

Community Perspectives

City staff state that the strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it provides
environmental and scenic standards for the River Corridor in the entire Metro area. They also
state that the weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that DNR staff have had
an “anti-urban bias” and have been “unwilling to acknowledge the environmental benefits of
urban living.” Staff suggest that the program could be improved by ensuring a metro perspective
and specific expertise on ecological and hydrological questions. The City is interested in
participating in a stakeholder group.

Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of St. Paul (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied

Bluff setback 14 12

OHWL setback

—_
—

Lot setbacks

Slopes

Bldg Dimensions

ISTS

Grading and filling

Lot Density/Size

Other

NIOIOIO|IO|IN|OIO
NIO|IO|O|O|—i0O
RO OO == OO

Totals (1982-2007)
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CITY OF ST. PAUL PARK

Status of Plans and Ordinances

The City of St. Paul Park updated its Critical Area Plan as a chapter of the City’s Comprehensive
Plan, which was adopted in July of 1999. The EQB approved the City’s original Critical Area
Plan in 1982. The City will update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. There are other updates planned in
2008. A portion of Grey Cloud Island Township is proposed for annexation. This may be
included in the Comprehensive Plan Update, or may be a separate Comprehensive Plan
Amendment. The City of St. Paul Park’s Critical Area ordinance was first approved by the EQB
in 1982. The City revised its Critical Area Ordinance in 2000. The City reports a number of
ordinance revisions: two in 2000, one in 2001 and another in 2002. The City developed draft
ordinance revisions in 2002, which the DNR reviewed. The City also reported submitting a draft
ordinance to DNR to review in 2006, and expressed concern that DNR had not responded.

While DNR files include documentation of meetings and correspondence with the City, they do
not indicate DNR inaction has delayed ordinance review. DNR and City staff recently met to
discuss final ordinance language, and City staff plan to submit a final draft ordinance to the
Planning Commission and City Council in early 2008.

Community Perspectives

The strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it provides guidance across
municipal boundaries for river corridor management. It is a tool that communities can utilize
when discussing appropriate development and conservation activities adjacent to the River. The
weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that the inflexible administration of
the program does not reflect current land use patterns, and this inflexibility may or may not
ultimately protect the River and its amenities. The arduous plan, ordinance and development
review process takes too much time. Because of the two concerns listed above, it seems other
municipalities are inclined to grant variances rather than engage in discussions. The program
could be improved by either revision of the boundaries and guidelines, or more appropriate
interpretation of the intent of the Executive Order 79-19. The River and its amenities should not
be compromised for the sake of development activities, but the guidelines inhibit what could be
better development scenarios that could be more protective of the natural, cultural and social
aspects of the River. This program is valuable because it provides communities with guidelines
that are expected to be adhered to by many municipalities and gives communities further support
in implementing River protection strategies. The City is interested in participating in a
stakeholder group.
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Variances
The following table summarizes variance application and disposition information provided by
the City of St. Paul Park (see Appendix B Variance Data Tables).

Type of Variance # applications # granted # denied
Bluff setback 0 0 0
OHWL setback 0 0 0
Lot setbacks 0 0 0
Slopes 0 0 0
Bldg Dimensions 14 14 0
ISTS 0 0 0
Grading and filling 1 1 0
Lot Density/Size 0 0 0
Other 24 24 0
Totals (1982-2007) 39 39 0

* No variances or conditional use permits were granted for residential property. All were
variances or conditional use permits granted to Marathon Ashland Petroleum.

CITY OF SOUTH ST. PAUL

No response to the questionnaire was received. DNR files indicate that the EQB originally
approved the City of South St. Paul’s Critical Area Plan in 1982, and that DNR approved a plan
update in 2000. The City’s Critical Area ordinance also was approved by the EQB in 1982.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Status of Plans and Ordinances

Washington County is uncertain regarding the original date of their Critical Area plan. DNR
records indicate a plan was approved in 2001. The County does not administer a Critical Area
ordinance since the individual Critical Area communities in Washington County (Cottage Grove,
Denmark Township) perform their own zoning functions. The County indicated it will update its
Critical Area Plan as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update.

Community Perspectives

The strength of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is that it highlights the importance of
the River area. The weakness of the Mississippi River Critical Area program is inconsistent
enforcement due to so many different communities implementing ordinances. The program could
be improved by the oversight of individual community decisions by either the DNR or County.
The County is interested in participating in a stakeholder group.
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Summary of the Mississippi River Critical Area survey responses
Twenty-two units of government (of 30 contacted) responded to the survey.

Administration of the Mississippi River Critical Area Corridor was transferred to the DNR in
1995. During the next five years, with staff funding and community assistance grants from the
National Park Service (NPS), the DNR worked with corridor communities to update their plans
and ordinances to incorporate goals from the NPS’ 1995 Mississippi National River Recreation
Area Comprehensive Plan. Twenty-seven communities have revised their Critical Area Plans
since 1995, including twenty-one of the communities responding to the survey. Six communities
have updated their Critical Area regulations or ordinances since they were originally approved
by the EQB, including five of the communities responding to the survey.

Communities responding to the survey reported a total of 230 variance applications since
adopting their respective ordinances. Variance applications were granted for 200 (87%) of that
total. Variance applications were denied for 30 (13%) of the total. The types and numbers of
variances granted were: Bluffline setbacks (41, or 20.5% ); Setbacks for Accessory Structures
and Rear or Side yard setbacks (31, or 15.5%); OHWL setbacks (30, or 15%); Structure Height
and Dimensional Standards (21, or 10.5%); Lot Size or building density (18, or 9%); Steep
Slopes (9, or 4.5%), Grading and filling (5, or 2.5%); and other (44, or 22%).

Community perspectives on the program were mixed, but responding communities generally
considered the program valuable.

Community Name Responded to # Variance Adopted Adopted
Survey? Applications Plan Date Ordinance
reported Date
Anoka Y 19 2005 1980
Anoka County Y NA 2002 NA
Brooklyn Center Y 1 2003 1980
Brooklyn Park Y 26 2001 1980
Champlin Y 26 2003 1980
Coon Rapids Y 1 2001 1979
Cottage Grove Y 24 1982 1980
Dakota County N NA 1999 NA
Dayton Y 0 2001 2003
Denmark Township N 1999 1982
Fridley N 2001 1980
Grey Cloud Island Y 6 1999 2001
Twp
Hastings Y 12 2001 NA'
Hennepin County N NA NA NA
Inver Grove Heights Y 2 1999 1992
Lilydale Y ? 1997 1998
Maplewood Y 0 1992 1983
Mendota Y ? 2000 1980
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Mendota Heights Y 14 2002 2006
Minneapolis N 2006 NA®
Newport Y ? 2000 1980
Nininger Township Y ' 2000 2000
Ramsey Y 28 2001 1985
Ramsey County N NA 2001 NA

Ravenna Township N 1998 1999
Rosemount Y 4 1998 1991
St. Paul Y 26 2001 1982
St. Paul Park Y 39 1999 2002
South St. Paul N 2000 1982
Washington County Y NA 2001 NA

Notes:

1: Although the EQB approved an ordinance for the community, it apparently has never adopted it and is operating under interim
guidelines.

2: In 1989, EQB approved Minnecapolis’ existing land use framework for regulating activity in the Critical Area; the city does
not have an approved Critical Area ordinance. :
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Appendix A
Community Survey

Questionnaires






Your Community: C 'Y oF AwnokA Your Name  £Fei1x THo€Vl

L. Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area -
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? _ {479

Has it undergone major revision since then? (Yes/No If Yes, what year? 2008

Please briefly describe the revision: -

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes/@

Are any other updates planned? Yes@_. If so, what year ?

i Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance: QO(W‘H7 Jortd Wt a0 Crhea] Brtan Ondinenee. .

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Descriptioh

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in 2007
X _in2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
ﬁd///?ama/ rﬂ?y/a-/wng /vg//a Cir¥ erlorce Bivce™
Pro) €cts,
2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
Bovndbories ave a g/m%— Jrstance. Hoem e Eiver 4
Some //0@6’5, -
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
Senrinars Fhat o (J/?Zl/ specr

§

4. How is this program valuable to your community? e rfq%bf, -

ﬁ’&k’c%f an arts f%a# /7{'(,‘/5’@ 7 /ﬂf//f i
//an? VL

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?___ S Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




JROA - TUA ATV YN IR () BAUUL VTVL: W 2 [ W v o (o

Your Community: ANOKA OOL(NT\/ Your Name KP{TE GArR\,\/(j O) M P
A RTEE o Hwt pe P T
1940 BUNKER LAKE BLVD:

L 1/12’) M

L Please provide information on your community’s Critlcgl Area Plan (or Crmcal Area
_ Comprehensive Plan chapter): :

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan qriginally adopted? Z00 |

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/ If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision: ‘

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

2015 “ransPorTATION A

i

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) a the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan

Council? Ye

Are any other updates planned? Yes/NoA. If so, what year ?

1. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area

Ordinance: \/\/é' ij NOT @Nm%é /\m USE

What year was your Critical Area ordinance origin dopted’P
Has it undergone major revision since then? Ye hat year(s)
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

N Anlokn Couny, Tz%ezz%zt DO NOT

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly

describe the amendments: \%L/Arvg /4/\/>/ 0@ /\/,4”[:6’5

Y D ipti

RN Ve oM. MANAGE our_ HwY
TROTECTS 12 ComPLI W INRRA_AHL/ 0.
w/TH THE LocAC (1Y OZDINANCE

When does your Communlty plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
__in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




&

. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

Ty sgtanEss PRoyIDES For2 MAN4GEMENT [Fr2er8CT10N
6F 4 Narurp BESoURLE
2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

Tor MARES UNREASIVABLE, UNKEALISTIC DEMANDS OF—
DEANIZATIONS [ICE TURS THAT #AVE NO LAND use ConTRIES

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
T 42 = THE FRobram lids ADINNSTERED To THE

MMUNITIES [N THS JREA SUCH THAT WE AL RESENTED DN ==
. y? THATWAS KNOT T4 TO PN

4. How is this program valuable to your communit

TT COULD BE M€ 30 (F 0RTp US. Egﬁsauﬁ%i é?evm’
— SE EFITS OF A1 MYlCE BEAS
7 Qwﬁ%ﬂn%rﬁmu CoMERIISES, AND SHoULD PO S0,
5. 1f DNR conVenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
No thanks.

@

Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Do Heop Mawe THS A ProGram PEDPLE (ANT TO
THMPLEMENT, TRSTEBD ©F DRED HeAriING ABoUT.

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community:"ﬁ@omr s AS (0 ENTER. Your Name «J [/()/}eeg,\/

*

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? /980
Has it undergone major revision since then?No If Yes, what year? 200 <L
Please briefly describe the revision: :
Fcu, Flee THsE ﬁfQu/eémeu'rs oF 57’/175 UA_M/pmé'Sc‘fﬂ 5— /U/i?'/o/uﬂc

(ljﬁz:c Sél&\/(c&' EFow T /Y1 SS rSSi oy ﬁ‘/t_‘:& CTORRILaR. “THitomom TEE
INMBETROPOLI1TAN mpesq .

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan

component).as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? (Yeg/ No e ‘Reewerso To UPoaA7e

Are any other updates planned? Yes/No__. If so, what year ?

L Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? e~ et Abor7eo
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and bneﬂy
descrlbe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your commumty plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
__in 2007
_____in2008
_____in2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehenswe Plan update

(Please complete other side)




1. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program.. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program? Les.cnz o T o

(pﬂb“tﬁcf‘ A @&esfeu! »® Vﬁéuﬂﬂ&.c E&g‘quecc Fore 77—-{45 BENGF/T o F
CiTilzeids o S’TATC ?eézo,u -—-‘; PAIAT 100 Auo CEes . ur
Damnees 7o I7- et IR EysRs B

2. What are the weaknesses of the MISSISSIppI River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
NO thaﬂkS i 85L/¢V6 7"/6 Cr Tr (Dowmeo //fﬁ J& AaJ LJ'CCL‘:S’TI

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this projectl We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: 4:"’,37 @f B"‘“‘& zé/ ‘;/M %Zr%{ Your Name 4'1‘141'67 ﬁt’rﬂ/tﬂ )

L. Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter): 4
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? /779
Has it undergone major revision since then?@/No If Yes, what year? 20¢f
Please briefly describe the revision: , i ,
The PSsissigon Riveir Stewarels b ‘}" Plain wes adopte ol as pet
of +he LT Coney e busnsie / 4 l/f/tﬁtﬂz?/
Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area

Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council?  Yedq Ng

Are any other updates planned? Ye_. If so, what year ?

L. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? [7EC

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yeg{Ng If Yes, what year(s)_ F¢0j ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s): ] o .
Allsws reconshrnehiin [ et witlin ¢x(shing Koot print

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: ' '

Year Description

When does your Comrhunity plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
_____noplans to update
._in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
A sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




Il Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
b tvel fohelp i the presevvafion oF fhe cooviclor

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

/%Lm"l///t }W,S;{whtw o ntonsistont vales W’/ Jntsnsistent”
Dithrreermend .

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

O leav J;y[%m%u‘?cwg , reasonable 4&7////54/7@74 o e vules

4. How is this program valuable to your community? 776 Kiser 7S e
I for fand  asgef® 15) OUV L MM Lng /’17 ond 1lhe pregram catr
be a helpin proteching ¢t,

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the

program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? >_( Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?
Pire edicatzonm matercals on  fre k:ﬁnj 1he viver
prs wide fv o adl gwners. Smw are Very good Stew ards

{/ZWM; ALe m‘faf

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: 4 «‘4\[ of C\mw\ph‘v\ Your Name Sw“ﬁ” Scl-u. H‘E

" 7632 - G -0

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? |980

Has it undergone major revision since then? {es/No If Yes, what year? Qo6 3

Please briefly describe the revision:
The cevisione, addressed +he 19%8 MARRA Cormpre hen S ive

Meanagemen+ P’cm.

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

¢

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? (Yes) No ’

Are any other updates planned? Yes(No) . If so, what year___ ?

H. Piease provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? l U0
Has it undergone major revision since then? (Yed/No If Yes, what year(s) _"aec3  ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s): :

Avmendment s niet MO RRA pelicies.

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: -

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
¥ no plans to update

._in 2007

in 2008

in 2009

sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



el

1. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi Rivér Critical Area program?

2. Whatare the Wéaknééses of the Mis;issippi River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? X Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this projeét! We will send ydu a copy of the report-when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters i

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




; e, T . A P Al { 4 . oy
Your Community: Qoo i \,’ AR Your Name 6( T Fégin (P I

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Pla’r\%? iginally adopted? [775?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes(\y If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description .

w@L o 3 :\ (:fgzxa\fm {gm@«*/ Y 2. [ i/)_{mf//

I

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Qeé\lo

Are any other updates planned? Yes@. If so, what year ?

1. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/NQ,} If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s): ~

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: '

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
X __no plans to update
"~ in2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




k)

. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. Whait are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. 1f DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?___ Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-286-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)
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] Your Community: c',(T‘-,/ 9175 CoTIAME &2/  Your Name l/}'owg}/u’j ‘El—lkl
7 :

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
, Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? / 2'5/

Has it undergone major revision since then? Ye If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Piease list the years of any Comprehens:ve Plan or zonmg amendments affectrng the Crmcal Area
Corridor and briefly describe them: e b D n o
Year Description

199 UPTATE ‘T° Wﬁn&f@dﬁ«dé‘ DL:M/

i

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes/

Are any other updates planned? Yes/@_. If so, what year ?

1. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance original f adopted?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and brlefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

no plans to update
__in 2007
____in2008
____ in2009
___sometime after the 2008 Comprehensrve Plan update

thn does your comnnunity plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)

(Please complete other side)
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HL Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

e

1. What are the streng'ths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
COTTAGE GRNE 1% CLASSFIED AS Rogql. Rufsc STHDARS
APALN TO UPAN DENELMET | RERAURINGE NJMeRpS \ARIMCES

3. What suggestions do you have for i |mprovmg the program’? , - . i

& Areed Jenad ﬁWMS o AertAleE Greis

4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?_ % Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)
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| Your Community: (:\/ﬁX/} \ WW\ Your Name E (A% 4 Mw/\) ,

. Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
, Comprehensive Plan chapter):
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? L2003
Has it undergone major revision since then'? Yes@ If Yes, what year?
Please: bneﬂy describe the revision: ~

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affectmg the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

o

t

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area ‘Comprehensive Plan
componen part of the 2008 Comprehensive Pian Update required by the Metropolltan o

Council? / No

Are any other updates planned? Yes@. If so, what year ?

[aN]

UV wess  MNAKER e Plain s UL wothe [hedt dkL@w/\ﬂ/),

Ps

Il Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was yoUr Critical Area ordinance origi adopted? <023

Has it undergone major revision since then? Ye If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
< somatime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update
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(Please complete other side)



1. Community Perspectives ®

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Missi Slppl River Critical Area program’?
Picction 4, epactine [Vievseds M W@mw

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mi'ssissippi River Critical Area program?
iy 1o Wake Vactung \/wvwz/g WWW
A el gty fpind— WWW\ Wit pbuiinel

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
e ke s tuve
4. How is this program valuable to your community?
10 profect a Valile [esmpe
5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in partlclpatmg (1- 2 sessions, maxnmum)? Xv Yes

No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: > Re? Lroud 150 4> Toussury  Your Name iconas B s cu - CLERIL

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Pian chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? 4 §0

Has it undergone major revision since then? @s/No If Yes, whatyear? _{999 :

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description

19837 Lot 01 howan Coavigy of bowen Gaest ¢y, vy 15einp D Fo ITreY Cree

3629 Loss o v prepes To ST Phor Povr 37 0wreshtian (STire1diwg CosTesTon)

i

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) alipart of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? @, No

Are any other updates planned? Ye{@__. If so, what year ?

H. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? 14 §¢
Has it undergone major revision since then? @\Ao If Yes, what year(s)_{949 72
Please briefly describe the revision(s):
LoSS CF Lprg Pov To ArsEgpnTive To CelPThaor CRody 199372
Lubb oF oo pLres Ty 4T Pisgi Py~ -  cowtesiey, 37 Scrury M OSpL )
Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: ’

Year Description
(499, _hoss 0F bvww GAvy Ciugy §5mimad T8 G TTml CEuyy

When does your Community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update

_ in 2007
y/_in 2008
in 2009

sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)
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. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

PESIRE OF €1 N ews T2 Paosepie IResDré iy ew Fre-Tooy

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
InC4S OF ComTRor O Miwwirse e TrwnmsmiPs BY hoodrn o,
FFhvemvag LT S '

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. | DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters '

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr state. mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Tomrds?

Your Community: HQS‘)"(AE)) Your Name ljf/’m #I:/}Z/}/l’/’i/)

I Please provide information on your community’s Crmcal Area Plan (or Critical Area

Comprehensive Plan chapter): O -
What year was your community's Critical Area Plan griginally adopted? /U4
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/Ng If Yes, what year’?
Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description ‘ - '
OS’ &ZONJ/ From C-3 ~Comm unily /@5/&.% (wmmere fo OC- LOonn Tewn Core

- Conduned A Bleck asen Pitec Soutn ol MissiS5,P7 Five—
Eetween Lamsy Streel to Rady Skee™

Will your Community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropohtan
Council? (Yes) No

Are any other updates planned? Yes(@é} . If so, what year ?

R Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:
[ s E.0. 7914
What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? Me Uff%dﬂ/’éo sl
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update

._in 2007

in 2008

in 2009

sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)
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. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippj River Critical Area program?
%)[D{g(/{ys vegete Yenaad AJ&». Sive. (levely Py

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
Does 0ot alln eStslished Cities e aéibs 1o clebelp or /EW Sdpl

C 10ales maay Non—(ortosmities /@/ﬁ? leading fo Pl meszus Yaryanes, o

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program? . ‘
& AT Allow estagished t/ban cevelofront o acnt i

The ol IS atlemplect to eStadlinn 50 azk sty it 0 2

I\ Certun Greys,
4. How is this program valuable to your community? Ot é; ﬂ/y,é’
’,., 2 /é\ ™ . _ P ,
Ua,&wé&;m en A7e4s . Aﬁ’mél& ba/zé/;
i develeped areas,

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations f anging the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

J (lay sans, Lat éq; bren Tarty

.

<

Thank you fox_' helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)
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Your Community: (‘J\‘JM\ Ofa\VLV (?W\S\/ our N&A&\e \\Q\V\V\\ & EYY\W\@/\(

h

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Pian (or Critical Area

Comprehensive Plan chapter): 0 X
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plar,griginally adopted? _‘ QL
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/ If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

Nong

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as pa#, of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan

Council? Yes/ @

“3
Are any other updates planned? Yes. If so, what year ?

1. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? ZQQDL)
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/ If Yes, what year(s) ?

Please briefly describe the revision(s):
Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description
WJon d

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
" no plans to update
in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
_ sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



ll. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

- Tnuwased proXdnon G quur ek yziouwres.

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

“'//

3. What éuggestions do you have for improving the program?
4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? i Yes
No thanks.
6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?
My ovad ko
denn Enmendn

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is:  Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson @dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Communit,d (// (\?/f 0( ﬂj/t Your Name(é — %)

L. Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter): 7 G

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan.ariginally adopted? /

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/ If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Eggg Descrlptlon W })\Wa/ 7& M %J/A/

i

“Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan

componentyaswpart of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? No :

Are any other updates planned? Ye. If so, what year ?

1L Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance origin@ adopted? \ 0\/) A

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes{Ng) if Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description . . :
Q0 Ayt ; re Idudiieh o %M/@(MV{

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no pians to update
in 2007
— .~ in2008
__in2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn comrhunity views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

Contood cutn ComsStctTors

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
4. How is this program valuable to your Comm.unity’?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
No thanks.

6. Doyou have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: Vil s = LE DA Your Name —q%g-/\! )‘Q&W

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? (U

Has it undergone major revision since then? Ye If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description
N ENH

!

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan

Council?  Yes/ No NET S e

Are any other updates planned? Yes/No__. If so, what year ?

L Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area

Ordinance:
What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? _ / =
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s) NO 2

Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update ‘

in 2007 ‘

in 2008 NET sveE CET

in 2009

sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississivppi River Critical Area program?

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
4. How is this program valuable to your community?

5. 1f DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank ybu for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided.  The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or. have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: \\}\ 0 51 °oY4 . YoEir Name ’ \»A RN D ‘ \ /\>

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area

_ Comprehensive Plan chapter): Ol
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plaporiginally adopted? Xq \ >
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yeséll}a If Yes, what year?
Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affectlng the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description
x./l\'/cf‘r\ & :

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive PI£

Council? |Yes/ No

component(@joart of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metrop@llian R&gxived

™,
Are any other updates planned? Yes/@l. If so, what year ?

. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

&
What year was your Critical Area ordinance origin/(ez/i;/ adopted? i 9 )

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: ' «

Year Descrlptlor\,\./i\/aw_,

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



It Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program’?

holp eth dlrelrprrent™

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

4. How is this program valuable to your community?
5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations fWg the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes

No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mall it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: dec‘\u L\ea‘ql\'\’\'S Your Name _‘g\ee_ %‘acck

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? Z[)

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes@ If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehenswe Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

i

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan

Council? Yes@ ol boe veriuve), we dont amWapate Srenacipn Ao the Xl orsen

tomp ploas -
Are any other updates planned? Yes@_. If so, what year ?

11 Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? < |

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes@ If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: '

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update

in 2007

in 2008

in 2009

sometime after the 2008 Comprehensnve Plan update

(Please complete other side)




. Com‘munitvererspectivesA

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
G newves an e L...,,,.&,Q Awol %ﬁ ccsm;b\s\um) &U&TWA o the
Baver— \QQ\J\%

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

£ 4 N\a%_y\,\\—‘j 0%6\)5/‘ U'\A“‘\U—‘J [« E T ,P,u;\vu\,“\"\‘/} anL {f-"\ @6"" _tﬁ\.L ‘OQJ&D
£ the vaa b Mﬁﬁd\—i““s ”L"U" kel cree PU‘NH"“‘ et ngk \!WWMLQ,S Lud ovmple P&Aﬂ
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program? reviews

vewisrt M Losundenien

4. How is this program valuable to your Community7

CMC\OL _tb’\ Meﬁo\orﬂw C-..Qé\'k(j T vevers )

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop |deas and recommendahons for Changrng the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? X __Yes
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state. mn.us. Iif you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: C r}\/ (_,)'F /\/Q‘(A/JDOFI' Your Name C Lr!'s (A/ eirens
) } :

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter): .

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan_originally adopted? é -‘2 - QOOD,

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes@ If Yes, what year?

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

!

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council?  Yes/ {9

Are any other updates planned? Yes/@_. If so, what year ?

. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? ‘Q ~ O;\

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes@ If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: '

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
. in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




M. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
Pfojf s a[s riacvga‘ml' ]7“’ m“L'}aS ‘Qc’ ™ /;q;vfoffazr olﬂue,(apmf»fjﬁ
2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
4. How is this program valuable to your community?
AnD'I'LcI ““00' '{(‘)T Fi’i/z,r‘ /“'JF(_S er \h,‘l‘xbr)‘
5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes

' P No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or -have any
guestions, please contact Bret at 651-258-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: ',/A///z/;?éx' ;GWS///’p Your Name __}’on/? , //@h}ﬂi(f/ ] (,4.)(/

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area

Comprehensive Plan chapter): . o
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? %M% us”7 /> Lev v
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/Ko) If Yes, what year”
Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affécting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year Description

i

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as pad of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes

Are any other updates planned? Ye. If so, what year ?

. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originalr adopted? Wk '

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yeg/No/ If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s): '

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: '

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
__in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



E

. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program? |
2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi Riyer Critjcal Area program?
3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

4. How is this program valuable to your community”?

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the

program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
X__No thanks.
6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions? ;’./(7

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you' a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.
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Your Community: City of Ramsey Your Name: Amy Geisler

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Crltlcal Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? 1980 (as best | can tell)

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes If Yes, what year? 1990 and 2001 Comp Plan updates

Please briefly describe the revision: appears to be primarily changes to the MUSA boundary — 2001

update is most complete plan

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor

and briefly describe them: (Our records from before the 1990s may not be complete)

Year _Description '
2001 Critical Area plan updated as part of overall Comprehensive Plan Update
2006 Comp Plan Amendment/Rezoning to convert a business parcel to residential (still pending)
1979 Rezoning from Residential/lndustrial to Residential/Business for Alpaca Estates 1St 2nd, 3
"~ Additions (portion within CA) !
1982 = Rezoning from Business to Residential south of Highway 10 {portion within CA)
1988 Rezoning from Business to Residential for plat of Riverside west (portion within CA)
1993 Rezoning to Combination of Business and Residential for plat of Rivenwich (portion within CA)
1995 Rezoning riparian lot from Highway Business to Residential
2003 Rezoning from Business to Residential for plat of Rivenwick 3™ Addition

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan component) as part of
- the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan Council? Yes — probably minor

Are any other updates planned? No. If so, what year, ?

. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? 1985
Has it undergone major revision since then? No If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description
1988, 1990 Amendments to add descriptions of future trails along the Mississippi

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
X sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

Please complete other side)




Hl. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

-Vegetative management requirements

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

-Boundary by legal description/section line rather than river buffer or some other method
more directly tied to the river

-Difficulty in applying standards to existing development, redevelopment, and new -
development

-Difficulty in applying standards to urban and rural development

-Overlap, inconsistency, conflict, and confusion with other river regulations (Scemc River,
Shoreland, etc)

-Lack of cohesive planllmplementatlonlzomng requirements throughout the Critical Area
-Difficulty in applying standards that were established in the 1970s to an urbanizing area

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

-Eliminate subdistricts L T .
-Revise boundary to a buffer rather than following section lines — should also account for
major roads (e.g. Highway 10)

-Pursue plan for entire Critical Area, coordinate with other river plannmglzonlng
requirements

-Work wicities to develop standards that protect the resource yet are ﬂex1ble enough to
accommodate existing and new development : -

4. Howis this program valuable to your community? Vegetative management requiréments,
ability to collaborate w/DNR staff on reviewing development proposals within the
corridor

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?_X___ Yes

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
addressis:  Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please comp/éte both sides)




Your Community:_Rosemount Your Name_Eric Zweber

I Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Arer
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? _1979

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year? _1998

Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:

Year Description

1979 _Adoption of the 1990 Comprehensive Plan
1993 _Adoption of the 2010 Comprehensive Plan
1998 _Adoption of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes/ No Currently undecided. We will be evaluating the Critical Area Plan during
the update and revise if we determine it is nessecary.

Are any other updates planned? Yes/No__. If so, what year ?

il Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? _1991

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s):

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in 2007
______in2008
in 2009 ‘
X __ sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)




1. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

Protection of Mississippi River bluff areas that are difficult to develop.

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
Requires State oversight of development which otherwise is a local issue.

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
None.

4. How is this program valuable to your community?
Protection of Mississippi River bluff areas that are difficult to develop.

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)? Yes
X No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail ft to
bret.anderson @dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community:é;T PA{L}L ) MQ\} . Your Name W@{ %'W’B@LM

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):
What year was your community’s Critical Area Rlan originally adopted’?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Qe /NO if Yes, what year’? ) 2722 ﬂ’\fr‘d
Please(%p efl descnbe the reyision; ‘ ?}W}’\
&~ 7 ’WW A W ew

AL
2002 - Mw AT

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area

Corridor and briefly describe them:

lg:}eva?;) Qeserptlon ma‘}r “:7% ﬁ\,uj (ﬂqm\i lﬁ?aﬁ Wﬁ} A’%}%{i‘:ﬁmk "

. o , A o ca—w@ﬁ
2007) Neh wﬁgy\&w \w\ W\KL ’dwcxz\ 4 5L { rdm'ih SN

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as par of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes/@

Are any other updates planned? Yes/Nox If so, what year

N'9) e WW\M Sndthve e ciw\ﬁ
~ Wz e Dot T &p o Nehirrad Gaas A
Pale Pla-" ’05’}

I Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

E

What year was your Critical Area ordinance origin adopted? [ %2&2
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes o) If Yes, what year(s) ?

Please briefly describe the revision(s): BV\:%' V\rp\;\g Wﬁ'&’\f\ O’VW%
% NN Ch‘ki"\(g,'\fi " &JG\‘T%‘I& ?MW ?\}&n /} 20Uy

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affec ing the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
descripe the amendments:

Year Description |
| zop) Phaveansa Z@WMW wdsie v*hw& -
2OOAT G mw&\hge&/ {/E a«éi ol VN tij{Lﬂm\w\ K!m&%y TOUTN) 20

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update . , i N
5 in2007) g r’kmmw Cornminiggir Mg ( {«gg}. O'}) WS,
", in 2008 ) U
in 2009 v
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



IR Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?
?Amﬂf}\iﬁ &w\; U W\“’Zﬁ W‘(\ig ‘;CJ’VW ﬁwéwf oL gﬂ/ ?\ &r%/\
f;ﬁﬂm@(g\; i~ QNTAAL TR AR -

2. Whatare the weaknesses of ssissippi River Critical Area program?
% AR ﬁﬁ"“’ - m\w ﬁ\ﬁé s { W«&%x oz, «QMs\f% &NAJ\
\,a; MV T slenaw %&G«b iMz/ NS SN NN %“v k
3. What suggest s do you haye for impfoving the program? TV V#
Ty 1979 guiddiora @/\M{Q\\&W%’? Y Cry @fv 05
\ o fond COT .,Wm
ot Fle MuAE Cownd Mﬁm .
4. How is this program valuable to your commumﬁ’y?\ v
/}Q/y\swmeg o el WU’%’W& Grveh & M‘}“’ ef’(?f M?’e
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5. 1f DNR convene¥ a stakeholdé group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you bezpterested in partlcxpatmg (1-2 sessions, max;mum) Yes

____Nothanks @f»} %}*’g”ﬂ@d}%ﬁ?’\ ¢ }/é)fw@k {\éf‘w\l}j\! >

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form. along with the completed variance table. in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state. mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: _St. Paul Park Your Name Kristina Smitten

L Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter):

What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan orlgmaﬂy adopted?

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year? __1999

Please briefly describe the revision:

Updated as a chapter of the Comprehensive Plan. City adopted the Comprehensive Plan in July

of 1999.

Please list the years of any Comprehensive Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them:
Year . Description

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive {Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? Yes/ No

Are any other updates planned? Yes/No__. If so, what year_2008 _? Note: A portion of Grey
Cloud Island Township is proposed to be annexed to the City. This may be included in the
Comprehensive Plan Update, or may be a separate Comprehensive Plan Amendment.

. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area
Ordinance:

What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? ,

Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s)_2000 ?

Please briefly describe the revision(s): The ordinance was updated after the plan update to make
the planning and zoning consistent. The first revision was in 5/2000, and revised again 7/2000,
4/2001, and 10/2002.

Please list the years of any ordinance amendments affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments:

Year Description

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
X in 2007
in 2008
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update
Note: The City sent the ordinance revisions to the DNR for review and comment 11/06, and has
not received a response yet. The City desires to adopt its revised ordinances as soon as possible.

{Please complete other side)




. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

it provides guidance across municipal boundaries for river corridor management.

It is a tool that communities can utilize when discussing appropriate development and
conservation activities adjacent to the River.

2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

inflexible administration of the program that doesn’t reflect current land use patterns and this
inflexibility may or may not ultimately protect the River and its amenities.

Arduous plan, ordinance and development review process that takes too much time.
Because of the two concerns listed above, it seems other municipalities are inclined to grant
variances rather than engage in discussions.

i

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the program?

Either revision of the boundaries and guidelines, or more appropriate interpretation of the intent of
the Executive Order 79-19. The River and its amenities should not be compromised for the sake
of development activities, but the guidelines inhibit what could be better development scenario’s
that could be more protective of the natural, cultural and social aspects of the River.

4. How is this program valuable to your community?
It provides communities with guidelines that are expected to be adhered to by many municipalities,
and gives communities further support to implement River protection strategies.

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for changing the
program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?__X Yes
No thanks.

Thank you for helping us with this project! We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
questions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail. '

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Your Community: /4/#5 his CZZCzn é Your Name /e 2 r/

7 &

W. : Please provide information on your community’s Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area
Comprehensive Plan chapter): ‘
What year was your community’s Critical Area Plan originally adopted? §M m%%ﬁv‘ pstteto A
Has it undergone major revision since then? Ye@ if Yes, what year? RN /;?;’7
Please briefly describe the revision:

Please list the years of any Comprehensi\/e Plan or zoning amendments affecting the Critical Area
Corridor and briefly describe them: '
Year Description : :

Will your community update its Critical Area Plan (or Critical Area Comprehensive Plan
component) as part of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update required by the Metropolitan
Council? @No _

Are any other updates planned? Ye if so, what year ?

1. Please provide the requested information on your community’s Critical Area

Ordinance: ’
What year was your Critical Area ordinance originally adopted? Méf!f b Ordina— o«
Has it undergone major revision since then? Yes/No If Yes, what year(s) ?
Please briefly describe the revision(s): =
T Cowmy b Nog g A Vel Coti S S Bven 0. S|
e Efouns ey, 722 we O T Ach? ’
Please list the years of any ordinance amen nts affecting the Critical Area Corridor and briefly
describe the amendments: /(). /4 Are ; boo it ttand SO e St

Year Description g~ Ave ?’JMKCW& MWOL Blve=2

When does your community plan to update its critical area ordinance? (check one)
no plans to update
in 2007
in 2008
in 2009
sometime after the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update

(Please complete other side)



. Community Perspectives

The DNR would like to learn community views of the Critical Area program. Please take a few
minutes to answer the following questions from your community’s perspective:

1. What are the strengths of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

kil s SPe POprT e S Beverz Lo
2. What are the weaknesses of the Mississippi River Critical Area program?

Commw\.:fﬁ‘r I/W . %\e O/@d,h%%
3. What suggestions do you have for improviig the program?

Lreg 115027 (éﬂéwx/w A O Comr Peissims
S o Dnp e (o
4. How is this program valuable fo your community?

jM/"{__s Che Pwere Coreidon QWW‘
e M fonfs “+- —P»uﬁ»gj"”\j~

5. If DNR convenes a stakeholder group to develop ideas and recommendations for chaiing the

-

program, would you be interested in participating (1-2 sessions, maximum)?
No thanks.

6. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?

Thank you for helping us with this project!’ We will send you a copy of the report when completed.

Please mail this form, along with the completed variance table, in the envelope provided. The
address is: Bret Anderson, DNR Waters

500 Lafayette Road, Box 32

St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

You also may fax the information to the DNR at 651-296-0445, or e-mail it to
bret.anderson@dnr.state.mn.us. If you would like to have these forms electronically or have any
guestions, please contact Bret at 651-259-5653, or by e-mail.

Please return the table and the forms by August 31, 2007.

(Please complete both sides)




Appendix B
Community Survey

Data Tables
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Appendix C
Community Survey

List of Contacts
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Appendix D
Community Survey

Cover Letter






Sample Cover Letter

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-40__

August 6, 2007

First, Last, Title
Community name
Street Address
City, MN ZIP

Re: Request for Assistance in completing Mississippi River Critical Area Report

Dear M/M:

The Minnesota State Legislature has directed the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
report on the status of the Mississippi River Critical Area Program (2007 Laws, Ch. 57, Art. 1,
Sec. 4, Subd. §), by February 1, 2008. "The report shall include the status of critical area plans,
zoning ordinances, the number and types of revisions anticipated, and the nature and number of
variances sought." Because your community contains a portion of the critical area, the DNR
needs your assistance in completing the study.

We are asking you to complete the enclosed questionnaire, which is in two parts. The first is a
questionnaire asking for the status of your community’s Critical Area Plan and Critical Area
Zoning Ordinance and asking for general input about the efficacy of the program in your
community. We need the dates of adoption for both the Plan and Ordinance and a description of
the number and types of anticipated revisions to each.

The second is a table that we would like you to use to record the number and types of variance
applications you have received over the years. We are interested only in variances from the
critical area standards in your ordinance(s). Please fill out the attached table breaking down
variance applications per year and by type and disposition over the years (denied or granted)
since adoption of your community’s Critical Area and Zoning Ordinance. Please complete and
return the questionnaire and table by August 31, 2007.

If you would like to receive this information in an electronic format, please call or e-mail Planner
Bret Anderson (651) 259-5653 or bret.anderson(@dnr.state.mn.us. Mr. Anderson also will call you

in the next week to ensure you have received this request and to answer any questions you might

have.

I greatly appreciate your assistance in this project, as well as your community’s efforts to
manage and protect this valuable resource. The program could not function without the
stewardship of the River Communities.

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 e 1-888-646-6367 o TTY: 651-296-5484 ¢ 1-800-657-3929

) U 4 7 Printed on Recycled Paper Containing a
An Equal Opportunity Employer '- e Minimum of 10% Post-Consumer Waste



Critical Area Community
August 6, 2007
Page 2

Sincerely,
DNR Waters

Rebecca A. Wooden
Land Use Supervisor
(651) 259-5717

Enclosures:  Questionnaire
Variance applications table
Return envelope





