m DEPARTMENT OF
 NATURAL RESOURCES

2019 Annual Volunteer Report

Volunteer Statistics Summary

22,403 DNR Volunteers
280,579 Hours Donated

135 FTE’s (Full Time Equivalents based on a 40-hour work week or 2,080 hours/year.) Volunteer hours are equivalent to an extra 5% or
135 full-time people helping the DNR manage the state’s natural resources.

$7.9 Million Value — using $28.15/hour is based on the hourly earnings of all Minnesota production and non-supervisory workers on
private non-farm payrolls average as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics and increased by 12 percent to estimate for fringe benefits as
listed by Independent Sector.

Conservation Impacts — Volunteers monitored changes in abundance of fish and wildlife, conducted biological surveys, improved acres
of habitat, educated and engaged citizens in outdoor activities, safety and conservation practices.

National Volunteer Statistics

e Based on the latest statics, the Corporation for National and Community Service reported that Minnesota ranked #2 in the USA for
volunteering with almost 2 million volunteers contributing 137.2 million hours of service at a value of $3.3 Billion. (2018 data)

e Minneapolis-St Paul ranked #1 in volunteering among large cities in the USA with 46.3% of residents volunteering.


http://www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time
https://www.nationalservice.gov/serve/via/states/minnesota

Division Volunteer Position | Number of | Number of | Conservation Impacts
Volunteers | Hours
State Climatology Office 3 232 | Assisted with reporting Lake Ice In/Out; Precipitation
Ecological and quality control
Water Resources
Lake Level Monitoring 807 7,850 | 825 lakes and waters info used for decision making
MN County Biological 12 1,220 | Biological surveys completed; data collected on 800
Survey species; thousands of documents classified and
digitized
Native Prairie Bank 6 60 | 39 acres improved habitat by prescribed burn
MN Loon Monitoring 564 2,365 | Change in abundance of wildlife — loons counted on
Program 606 lakes
Nongame Wildlife 14 255 | 51 biological surveys completed including habitat
Program maintenance, predator control and tech guidance
Precipitation Observers 1,399 16,788 | Monitored Minnesota’s climate
Rare Plant Conservation 36 833 | 70 Biological surveys completed
Scanning, filing, data 2 384 | Paper reduction, added ease, accessibility,
entry and webpage organization, and productivity
development
Scientific and Natural 564 2,504 | Acres of habitat improved by garbage removal, site
Areas observations, biological surveys and outreach events.
State Fair Volunteers 9 48 | Adults and youth educated about Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB costume and and how to stop the spread of invasive species
exhibit)
Volunteer Loon Watcher 0 0 | Program paused in 2019 — monitoring loons restarting
Survey in 2020
Watercraft Inspection 75 1,730 | Boaters educated how to stop the spread of aquatic
Program invasive species
Eco/Waters Resources 3,491 34,269

Subtotal




Division Volunteer Position | Number of | Number of | Conservation Impacts
Volunteers | Hours
Advanced and Bow Hunter 49 708 | Adults and/or youth educated
Enforcement | gqycation Instructors
Firearms Safety Instructors 3,975 79,500 | Adults and/or youth educated
Snowmobile Safety 1,234 14,808 | Adults and/or youth educated
Instructors
Trail Ambassadors 194 1,424 | Adults and/or youth educated
Youth ATV Safety 933 5,598 | Adults and/or youth educated
Instructors
Wildlife Safety Instructors 33 132 | Adults and/or youth educated on turkeys and bears
BWCA Enforcement trip 1 30 | Assisted Conservation Officer with successful BWCA work
trip
Training Academy scenario 23 410 | Provide real-life training experience to future Conservation
actors Officers
Sharp-tailed Grouse Blind 2 180 | Change in abundance of wildlife — monitoring grouse

Study
Enforcement Subtotal

102,790

Area Fisheries Volunteers 7 95 | Fish surveys completed, harvested muskellunge from rearing
Fish & ponds, MinnAqua education
Wildlife -
Fish
Aguatic Management 110 340 | 118 acres of habitat improved
Areas
Angler 4 38 | Adults and/or youth engaged in activity
Recruitment/Retention/M
entoring
Fishing in the 2 40 | 300 youth and adults engaged in activity

Neighborhood Program
(FiN)




Division Volunteer Position | Number of | Number of | Conservation Impacts
Volunteers | Hours
Fish Leech Lake Citizen 20 100 | Meet annually to go over the previous year’s sampling
Fisheries Input Group results and give input on potential modifications to the Leech
Lake Management plan
Sampling Fish 84 401 | 16 biological surveys completed
Tagging Fish 20 134 | Tagged juvenile muskellunge and other species prior to
stocking
Walleye Spawning 26 198 | Harvested 380+ quarts of eggs
Fisheries Subtotal | 273 1,346 |
Area Wildlife Management 40 746 | Constructed kestrel nesting boxes, maintained bluebird
Fish & Volunteers boxes; photographs taken; completed 4 predator and
Wildlife - furbearer scent station surveys; trapped beavers; painted
Wildlife WMA signs; completed shallow lake surveys
Adopt-A-WMA 20 402 | Acres of habitat improved
Becoming an Outdoor 56 1,230 | Adults and youth engaged in activities
Woman (BOW) Program
Bird Banding 32 295 | 1500+ birds banded to track their movements and harvest
data
Brush cutting for Sharp- 45 180 | 15 acres of habitat improved
tailed Grouse
CWD Surveillance 8 124 | 10 biological surveys completed
Prairie Chicken and Ruffed 5 95 | 14 Biological surveys completed
Grouse Surveys
State Fair (Wildlife Wing) 17 129 | MN Master Naturalists educated adults and youth on wildlife
Wildlife Research 90 5,809 | Helped with CWD Check Stations; 20 bears trapped and
collared; collected data on spruce grouse
Wildlife Subtotal 313 9,010
Fire Wardens 2,263 27,156 | Thousands of acres protected by issuing burning permits to
Forestry citizens
Urban and Community 3071 29,419 | Trees planted and maintained
Forestry Volunteers




Division Volunteer Position | Number of | Number of | Conservation Impacts
Volunteers | Hours
Forestry Forestry Volunteers 14 403 | State Forest signs built and repaired; bluebird houses built;
miles of forest trail improved; office accounting assistance
PlayCleanGo Volunteers 9 27 | Adults and youth educated on stopping spread of invasive
species
Project Learning Tree (PLT) 18 296 | Adults were educated; tree cookies created
School Forests 292 10,168 | Adults and youth educated in forestry; portable field desks
built to facilitate outside learning
State Fair Volunteers 56 240 | Hundreds of adults and youth were educated on fire
(Smokey Bear) prevention
Forestry Subtotal 5,723
Landscape Management 774 2,271 | 10 acres of habitat improved on the Willowbrook Campus on
Operations Warner Rd, St Paul
Services
Planning and Policy work 1 60 | Monarch butterfly conservation and furbearer management
policy
State Fair Volunteers 360 2,890 | Thousands of adults and youth educated on environmental
(stages) topics
0SD Subtotal | 1,135 5,221
LAM Volunteers 1 73 | Organized, scanned and filed certificates; renamed maps
Lands &
Minerals
Lands & Minerals Subtotal \ 1 73 \
Adopt-a-Trail Volunteers 28 526 | 128 miles of trail improved, trash picked up, and trails
Parks & monitored for washouts, fallen trees and signs needing
Trails repair
Bluebird Monitoring 32 769 | Monitored change in abundance of bluebirds in nesting
boxes; biological surveys completed
Campground Hosts 186 30,789 | Maintained campgrounds and facilities, provided customer
services, served as public contact and aided with safety in
parks
Candlelight Ski/Hike Events 402 1,972 | 2,200+ Adults and youth engaged in activity




Division Volunteer Position | Number of | Number of | Conservation Impacts
Volunteers | Hours
Parks & Green Touch Day 161 567 | General spring cleanup; picked up trash
Trails
| CAN! Program Series 2 6 | Adults and youth engaged in new camping experience
Naturalist Programs 976 7,934 | 12,600+ adults and youth engaged in activities and educated
on nature topics
Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) 10 66 | Miles of trail improved or restored
Recreation Area
Other State Park Projects 503 2,655 | Park clean-ups, tree trimming, bird counts, Visitor Center
Hosts, Citizen Science surveys
Prairie Restoration 619 1,192 | 40 acres of land restored to native prairie
Resource Management 1,478 5,372 | 77 acres of habitat improved; 600 trees planted; metal tree
cages constructed and installed around new trees; buckthorn
removed; maintained wood duck boxes
Shade Tree Planting 59 153 | Acres of habitat improved with hundreds of new trees
planted, caged and staked
Trails and Waterways 261 1,199 | 70+ miles of trail improved; brush cleared; public water
Maintenance access sites cleaned and monitored; signs repaired
Trail Maintenance 283 6,663 | 65+ miles of trail improved, restored or built; cross-country
ski trails groomed; culverts installed; wooden walkways built
Urban Outreach 23 298 | Adults and youth assisted at REI Adventure Station with trip

Volunteer
Totals for
2019

Parks & Trails Subtotal

22,403

280,579

planning to a MN State Park
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‘ Last year, more than
1.9 Million Minnesota residents
volunteered.

Their service has an
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