
 
Minnesota Waterfowl Migration and Hunting Report, Nov. 16, 2023 

 
The following report is a compilation of state and federal wildlife manager reports 
and waterfowl surveys from across Minnesota. This is the 7th report for 2023.  
Reports will be compiled weekly throughout the hunting season and should be 
available by Thursday afternoon each week.  The Conservation Officer Report, 
available on the DNR web site, also contains information about waterfowl hunter 
success across the state. 
 
General:  16 November 2023 
 
Waterfowl hunting has been fairly good over the past week but very few hunters are 
still out.  Good numbers of late season ducks (scaup, hooded mergansers, 
buffleheads, goldeneyes, etc.) are present on large lakes.  Most lakes in the state 
have re-opened with the mild temperatures but ducks seem to be concentrated on 
larger lakes. 
 
Canada goose numbers have increased since last week and should provide 
opportunity later into December. 
 
The duck season in the north zone closes on Tuesday and Sunday after 
Thanksgiving in the central and south zones. 
 
Crop harvest is complete and providing lots of field hunting opportunities for mallards and Canada geese. 
 
The weather forecast through the weekend calls for very mild temperatures across the state with highs in the 40s to even low 
50s.  The extended forecast calls for a significant cold front next Tuesday, which should re-freeze most wetlands. 
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Waterfowl season reminders 
blank Duck season dates Goose season dates 
North Zone Sept. 23-Nov. 21 Sept. 23-Dec. 22 
Central Zone Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Nov. 26 Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Dec. 27 
South Zone Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Nov. 26 Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Dec. 27 

 
Bag limits are 6 ducks/day, with no more than:  4 mallards (2 hens), 3 wood duck, 2 redhead, 2 canvasback, 2 black duck, 1 
pintail.  1 scaup (bluebill) may be taken per day through Oct. 12 and 2/day the remainder of the season.  Mergansers:  5 per day, 
no more than 2 may be hooded mergansers.  Bag limits for geese are 5 dark geese/day. 
 
Possession limits:  3 times the daily bag limit for all migratory birds. 
 
Shooting hours begin ½ hour before sunrise until sunset the entire season.  Motorized decoys are legal statewide for the entire 
season. Hunting geese overwater is legal statewide the entire season.  The sandhill crane season is open Sept. 18 through Oct. 
24 in the Northwest zone only.  Bag limits are 2/day and a sandhill crane permit is required. 
 
Open water hunting:  On Lake Pepin, Lake of the Woods, Lake Mille Lacs, and Lake Superior, open water hunting is allowed as 
long as boats remain anchored.  On the Mississippi River south of Hastings, hunting is allowed not more than 100 feet from any 
shoreline, including islands.  Hunters should consult the 2023 Waterfowl Hunting regulations (available from license vendors or 
online at the Minnesota Hunting and Trapping Regulations page for additional details and regulations. 
 
Safety Never Takes A Holiday:  treat every gun as if it were loaded, be 100% certain of your target before pulling the trigger, 
wear your life vest, pay attention to other hunters and your hunting partners, and watch the weather 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/hunting/index.html


The following is a summary of pre-season waterfowl habitat and hunting conditions from various reporting stations across the 
state. 
 
 
Area Habitat conditions Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions Hunter Activity and Success 
Northwest 
Thief Lake WMA THE GOOD 

Thief Lake has opened up a bit.  
From the relatively low angle of 
the observation mound it’s a bit 
difficult to tell how much, but I 
would say at least 25% of the lake 
is open water.  Maanum’s Landing 
is open.  Henning’s still has ice in 
the channel.  I did not make it to 
the Northeast Landing or the 
Moose River today.  I suspect the 
NE Landing is still iced in and the 
Moose River Landing is open, but 
there is probably still some fragile 
ice in the river on the way to the 
lake.  Most of the snow has 
melted. 

THE BAD 
The lake remains about 6” below target, making 
access (especially at Maanum’s) a bit difficult. 
 
Highs in the 40s through Monday look good for 
keeping the lake open through the end of duck season 
on Tuesday night.   

THE UGLY 
I did not see a duck in two stops at 
the observation mound mid-day 
today.  While I wasn’t expecting to 
see more than a few hundred in the 
refuge, seeing zero was a bit of a 
shock.  They could be tucked up 
tight against cover out of the wind 
and out of sight or out field feeding, 
but numbers appear very low.  Few 
geese and swans were visible.  
Hopefully the northwest wind today 
brings a few birds to the lake for 
anyone trying to hunt the tail end of 
the season.  Good luck and stay safe! 

Northeast 
North central 

Grand Rapids Rice stalks have now fallen. Areas 
that were frozen are again opening 
from mild temps.    

Last week’s local waterfowl count was up higher than 
expected. I have heard and seen good numbers of 
birds on Bowstring and Winnie. The Mississippi river 
is keeping birds around as well. Ice should be coming 
off Mud-goose this week which could make for some 
amazing hunting this week before season ends and 
winter really begins. 

Hunting activity slow with the deer 
season now open.  



Area Habitat conditions Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions Hunter Activity and Success 
West central 
Detroit Lakes Conditions have dried up 

considerably with the last few 
days in the 50s.  Shallow wetlands 
are skimming over at night when 
temps drop below freezing. The 
water is ready to freeze, but 
looking at the forecast, hunters 
will have open water throughout 
the duck season here in the North 
Zone.  
 
Some 5% or so of the corn is still 
in the ground.  Tillage is 
happening in earnest this week. 

Forecast for this weekend is warm with highs in the 
40s and west winds. 
 
No new flights of birds this last week, but the geese 
and mallards that were around last week have largely 
stayed.  Good concentrations of Canada geese and 
mallards can be found feeding in harvested corn fields 
throughout the area.  The time is now to chase birds 
in the fields. 
 
Some late season divers, mainly scaup and goldeneye 
are also around. 

Didn’t hear much from waterfowl 
hunters this past weekend but did 
notice more field goose/duck hunters 
around than normal, and I’d bet they 
are having some good success as 
there are good feeds of birds 
scattered throughout the work area. 
 
Scout and get permission in 
harvested corn fields, should be 
some good action this weekend for 
those hunters who put in the time. 

 

Fergus Falls and 
Lake Christina 

Habitat conditions remain largely 
unchanged over the past week. 
The ice we saw the end of October 
has been gone for some time, and 
all water is open. Crops continue 
to come out, but most fields have 
been tilled.  

Once again it seems we’re experiencing October 
weather in November. With the warm temps, all lakes 
and wetlands are open, though most of the birds 
migrated through ahead of that late October freeze.  
 
There are some mallards, green-winged teal, and late 
season divers like goldeneyes, buffleheads, and 
mergansers around, but not widespread.  
 
We are at or near peak goose numbers for the area. 
Huge flocks can be seen flying between 
roosting/loafing areas and harvested fields.  
 
Swans still outnumber ducks – lots of white out there 
right now with both tundra and trumpeter swans 
staging in the area.  
 
Looking at the forecast, we’ll have open water 
through the end of the regular waterfowl season in the 
North Zone, and perhaps through the end in the 
Central Zone, too. 

No reports from the past couple 
weeks. Pressure has been light with 
the firearms deer season and a lack 
of birds. Goose hunters have been 
out, but no reports from them.  
 
This is it – time to get out there and 
finish out the waterfowl season on 
open water! 



Area Habitat conditions Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions Hunter Activity and Success 
Central 
Carlos Avery 
WMA 

Pools are open and aquatic 
vegetation remains accessible to 
waterfowl. The acorn crop is 
excellent this year. 

Mild weather this week and water levels are holding. 
For the most part, waterfowl have been moving out of 
the WMA, but mallards and ring neck ducks are still 
hanging around the area. 

Hunting pressure has been moderate 
this week. Good access to open 
water. 

Southwest 

Swan 
Lake/Nicollet 

Local water levels remain stable 
overall since late-October rains 
across the area, however still low 
in general.  Crop harvest and 
tillage pretty much complete 
across the area.   

Good numbers of geese still in the area; mid/late 
season migrants have trickled in including green-wing 
teal, bluebills, and canvasbacks.  Local mallards 
remain as well as small numbers of wood ducks have 
been observed.  Have yet to see a significant push of 
birds other than swans and coots in large numbers. 
 
The unusually mild November has continued this past 
week, slightly cooler into this weekend but appears no 
significant change until next Tuesday with highs 
forecasted in the 30’s and overnight lows in the 20’s 
on strong north winds.   

Very little hunting activity across the 
area post-deer season other than a 
select few still getting out and 
finding success with time and effort 
scouting.  What birds we do have are 
concentrated in the best habitat 
and/or least pressured/refuge areas.  
The final 10 days look promising 
based on the upcoming forecast but 
remains to be seen if 2023 closes 
without significant ice-up in the 
South zone.   

Marshall Wetlands have opened up again 
and are currently ice free, but still 
low water levels. Crop harvest is 
done, but tillage activity has 
continued with the mild weather. 

Duck numbers have decreased in the area but Canada 
goose numbers remain good with a few snow geese 
around too.  Trumpeter swans and sandhill cranes 
have been observed migrating through the area.  
Mild weather to continue through the weekend with 
sunshine and highs of mid-high 50’s and lows near 
freezing. Light west wind on Sat and SE wind 10-15 
mph on tap for Sun. 

Duck hunting activity and success 
has slowed. Field hunting 
opportunities still exist, but few 
hunters are out. 

Southeast 
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