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Summary of Season Structure

The fall 2022 turkey season opened on October 1st and closed on October 30. An unlimited number of
permits were available, and hunters could harvest a single bird of any sex, in any permit area (Figure 1).
All hunters, regardless of license type (archery/firearm), could hunt the entire season.

The spring 2023 hunting season was open April 12 through May 31. Hunters were limited to harvesting a
single bird: either a tom, jake, or bearded hen. Firearm hunters were restricted to hunting one of 5
week-long time periods (A-E), in addition to the final two weeks of the season (F) if they did not harvest
a bird earlier. Archery and youth hunters could hunt the entire season. An unlimited number of permits
were available during all time periods, except for 3 permit areas that maintained a lottery during the A-C
periods (511, 512) or A-B periods (502). All hunters declared a permit area at the time of license
purchase but could harvest a bird within any permit area (Figure 1).

Fall 2022 Season

Permits Issued

The number of fall turkey hunters in 2022 (8,999) was similar to the number of hunters in fall 2021 (< 1%
difference; Table 1; Figure 2) and was 10% above the 10-year average (8,181). The proportion of youth
hunters was consistent with previous seasons (23%).

Harvest

The fall 2022 harvest (1,285) was 3% greater than the fall 2021 harvest (Table 1). Additionally, 2022 was
the second-greatest harvest since the inception of a fall hunting season in 1990 (2012; 1,752 turkeys;
Figure 2). Hunter success was 14.3% which was similar to the long-term average (14.1%). Hens
comprised 53% of the total harvest with jakes and toms comprising 17% and 30% of the total fall
harvest, respectively. Two permit areas, 507 and 508, accounted for 51% of the total fall harvest (Table
2). These two permit areas were also the most hunted, accounting for 48% of all fall permit sales (Table
2).



Spring 2022 Season

Permits Issued

The number of permits issued across all license types in 2023 stayed relatively constant from 54,491
hunters in 2022 to 53,574 in 2023 (Tables 3 and 4, Figure 3). The number of total permits issued fell less
than 2.0% in 2023. Permit sales declined only slightly across all permit categories, though the decline
was greatest among archery hunters (Table 4). Still, sales remained well above average compared to
years prior to 2020 (Table 4; Figure 3). All hunters had to declare a permit area in 2023 but were not
restricted to harvesting a bird in the declared area. Permit sales were greatest in permit area 507 and,
along with units 508 and 501, comprised approximately 60% of all permit sales (Table 5).

Harvest

During the 2023 spring turkey season, 13,659 turkeys were harvested. The harvest total increased 11%
compared to 2022 and is the second highest season harvest total for the modern turkey season (since
1978; Table 4, Figure 3). Permit areas 507, 501, and 508 saw the greatest harvests and comprised
roughly 60% of the total harvest (Table 5). Harvest success increased among all license holders to an
average success rate of 25.5% (Table 3).

Persistent snowpack across much of the northern portion of the turkey range at the open of the turkey
season led to lower harvest during the A and B periods than has been typical. In 2023, the combined A
and B period harvest accounted for approximately 43% of the total spring harvest (Table 6). Collectively,
A-C periods accounted for approximately 60% of all spring turkey harvest (Table 6), whereas it accounts
for more than 75% of the harvest in most years. The decline in harvest during the A season was
compensated by greater proportional harvest during the C and F seasons.



Tables

Table 1. Permits issued, registered harvest, and hunter success rates for the ten most recent fall wild
turkey seasons in Minnesota, 2013-2022.

Year Permits issued Registered harvest Hunter success (%)?
2013 8,060 1,137 14.1%
2014 8,236 1,216 14.8%
2015 8,109 1,213 15.0%
2016 8,496 1,176 13.8%
2017 7,650 1,015 13.3%
2018 6,719 834 12.4%
2019 6,481 855 13.2%
2020 8,408 1,136 13.5%
2021 9,026 1,238 13.7%
2022 8,999 1,285 14.3%

@ Total hunter success (registered harvest divided by all permits issued). Success rates not adjusted for
non-participation or unregistered harvest.



Table 2. Permits issued, registered harvest by sex, and total registered harvest during the 2022 fall
wild turkey season in Minnesota.

Permit General permits = Youth permits Total registered

Toms? Jakes?® Hens?

area issued?® issued harvest®
501 826 239 42 15 76 133
502 83 26 4 0 8 12
503 630 153 37 21 70 128
504 230 69 10 4 17 31
505 399 111 27 8 25 60
506 295 88 21 8 22 51
507 1,604 546 106 57 178 341
508 1,733 474 68 59 183 310
509 286 193 23 25 47 95
510 673 128 46 20 52 118
511 115 28 3 1 2 6
512 115 28 0 0 0 0

Total 6,934 2,065 387 218 680 1,285

@ Total harvest for all license types.

Table 3. Total permits issued, harvest, and hunter success rates by permit type during the spring 2023
wild turkey season in Minnesota.

Total permits issued Harvest Hunter success (%)?
General 29,543 9,234 31.3%
Youth 12,343 2,569 20.8%
Archery 11,688 1,856 15.9%
Total 53,574 13,659 25.5%

@ Success rates (registered harvest divided by number of permits issued) not adjusted for non-participation or
unregistered harvest.



Table 4. Permits issued, registered harvest, and hunter success rates for the ten most recent spring
wild turkey hunting seasons in Minnesota, 2014-2023.

Year General permits = Youth permits Archery Registered Hunter success
issued issued permits issued harvest® (%)°
2014¢ 35,451 7,374 4,893 11,425 24.4%
2015¢ 34,554 7,042 5,046 11,694 25.6%
2016° 32,535 7,101 10,336 12,277 25.0%
2017¢ 31,605 6,984 11,237 11,803 24.1%
2018¢ 28,667 6,022 11,399 10,706 23.6%
2019 28,295 6,169 11,794 10,699 23.0%
2020 34,173 14,292 14,729 13,996 22.1%
2021 32,520 12,598 12,966 12,070 20.8%
2022 29,603 12,551 12,337 12,309 22.6%
2023 29,543 12,343 11,688 13,659 25.5%

2 Includes all license types.

b Total hunter success (registered harvest divided by number of permits issued). Success rates not adjusted for non-
participation or unregistered harvest.

¢ Permits issued, registered harvest, and hunter success (%) were reviewed and adjusted to address inconsistencies
in data query and previous reporting.



Table 5. Permits issued by license type and total registered harvest within each permit area during the
2023 spring wild turkey season in Minnesota®.

Permit area

Total

501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512

declared

1,426
167
1,070
455
700
558
3,091
2,208
369
1,409
152
83
11,688

Archery permits

General permits
declared

5,980
703
3,372
817
1,831
1,172
7,207
5,223
870
1,983
232
153

29,543

@ Beginning in 2020, all hunters declared but were not restricted to harvesting a turkey in their declared permit area.

Youth permits
declared

1,640
174
1,237
425
643
638
3,328
2,161
543
827
142
85
12,343

Total registered
harvest

2,530
238
1,568
417
894
526
3,572
2,118
503
1,164
80
49
13,659

Table 6. Permits issued and harvest by license type and time period for the spring 2023 wild turkey
season in Minnesota.

Time

period

Any

m O O ® >

F

Archery permits

issued®
11,688

Youth permits

issued®
12,343

@ Archery and youth permits were valid during any time period.

bIncludes harvest from all license types.

General permits

issued

5,632
6,196
7,048
5,667
3,022
1,978

Registered
harvest®

3,122
2,721
2,710
2,142
960
2,002

Percent of total
harvest®

22.9%
19.9%
19.8%
15.7%
7.0%
14.7%



Figures

et
I »
H 1
H bl - i =
iy Minnesota Wild Turkey Permit Areas
?.._.._.._.‘._.._.-....-..._...: P
1 Roseau A ‘_
Kittson | i i
Hallock b Resean %
‘\ — “ Baudetie T g, \ntemati:n“al
I | Lakeof | | Tmevema, as-t"-'-t_
e | . = .
| the Woods = | L-w‘" | e
| = | Camny
Marshall i — ] ) -
Warren | 1 i W T
Thief River ! 3
—— ,Fa:ls j — = | Koochiching ‘ L b o
; » Waskish | ] A ! PO
| Pennington K ‘ ; “IT'V"’ \ e \' f"‘?r'
§ East Gan — T 7 i \- ‘ ~
¥ Fores ' redtae || L P = keliner ‘ ‘ -
Crookston = B ‘-— ~! EEEE—— ‘\ Sk /
Red Lake i J s == —d Grand Marals  _m#
Polk AT | | @ | | | $07
i P g i | -t
i % Bladkduck i ‘ L
Ba iy I | 1 ¢ ke Schrogder
S - g‘r{la.. Itasca ‘ St. Louis : Lake g
’Res Bury i Bem\dﬁ o | I
Normen Mahn?men '\, \ 1 i " Litile Marais
aa Manomen 3 | ‘ ‘\'”""l_i Grand Rapids | R
———d 33!— JE‘—bTI—Lake lWa\ker ] 7 ‘
i [ | Hubbard |'- Tuo Harpors

|
i
21 i .. ‘ ' '
: | . i — | 4*
Moorheads . C12Y [ s"lBecker Fak Ra%ms« 1 Cass 5 0 8 J‘/.

(8 v w4 m o103, Hackeﬂsick i
@ ! i |
; HaneY @ Detroit Lakes  — Bao&us P | | DU"-'th,f'.
| —_— | i +, P R i —— T e
—a \ \ . ‘ 3 Lo
{ * Pequot Lakes | Aitkin i Carlton L
Wadena | . e o Aitkin Al =
{Wadone 3 n9 Crow Wing | ! 1
Wilki Otter Tail i Brainerd | l H
% L% = i I n
i [ Fi Fal 8. J - : i
Breckenridge .‘ | \" ergus Falls 50 7 row WL R R I i_ o Turkey Permit Area Boundaries
N - @ ao | Mille . "
—— ) i [ —  EE——— x
H Elbow Lake \ 1 Todd | é‘ﬁ%f | Lacs ! Pine ' Reference Features
. 1 | I .
! ] Grant ’5'! Douglas | . L‘x'e Falls .° Morrison ‘7‘ ;Mm.,- —l City
s Wheatol ong Prairfe )
g | ; \"1 Ne"a“””a ) %‘i | Mgra 51 2 County Boundaries
0 — —
..f Traverse | i [‘— -1 % ‘g Seikan Mifaca____| PmeCnW .
‘ Johnson \ 506 Glenwbod % ¥ Foley P i Isanti | '
= (70n M rinceton
sy QUR B g
#u | Pope =] St. Cloud?, Sherbume[:‘ " afos)
" .8 e i s NO
~ 10 Benson e /~.\ He ﬁﬁd Taylers
Ortonvile * 5t _'.‘Sunburg L ¥y ) \ 4 Falls
T =Tk Appleton * Kandiyohi ! l

Meeker | _ Wright DE‘V}‘EF Anoka i

40 ..,7 ) 7L"I --@ e 6 Dadsel Buffalo 'uaqf ~5\
—=5illwater

ign wiimar Ltchfield "'"-Tii}-D""'a”.‘if"‘ I--—J__,.__51 0

f oy | — Wateﬂpwn iy Hennepin ..} St lPauI'
— : i “JiiiMinneapulls_A |
i 25 (3] >y
Olivia MeLeod | l_._
il Renville e | G\enmge__ % Ef

G 1 Bl

Lock &
Dam 3
E1

dewnnd Fsz [_

Warshdl

" of Canm@"ﬂnh“

* Lincoln ‘ Lyon ‘ -~ il Pra e F%IIs o Uﬂthng .,_‘ Wabasha

1 ngaﬂ 68 m C LS | RicEanbauh anammgo

H Sieeﬁvae[ 5 3 il o g e Cerfer é |/ Wabasha

!7 i F = 504 ~  Brown "2:1; | Mank; . P‘aiPViEWig'ﬂ-_

:  Pi estuné } R ! T 'MAWDWI”E Lod .ﬁﬁg\" Winona

[ B Murray i lW " LB ! / |Rochester Yy, & >,

. i Cottonwood jWatonwan 24 garey (5 | Waseca i smmnnaodgg‘ Ginsted 'is’t:j?f Winona ™™

I | S } Windom g Jjames L @ [ }‘SE?:FIVME ISt Charles \

e e | = me 30bmy 30 U

(= i | e NS B BT R S— —r 3 ST s __‘\

I rock | ! | ‘ W A ooy . DEPARTMENT OF
g ! Nobles | Jackson Jackson Martin | Faribault = | Freeborn Mower %% Flmore | Houston ¥  NATURAL RESOURCES
I Luveme G Wirthingicn Fatiia m - @) gy CBSdona !

= | airmol Blue Earth ) Albert Lea | AUSIN o poy e 5 = § -02-
Atk s s e e e Bt L LY e e Dl 20180201

Figure 1. Permit areas open for hunting during fall 2022 and spring 2023 wild turkey seasons in
Minnesota.
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Figure 2. Permits issued and registered harvest for fall wild turkey seasons in Minnesota, 1990-2022.
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Figure 3. Permits issued and registered harvest for spring wild turkey seasons in Minnesota, 1978-

2023.






