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USFS La nd (Natio na l Fo rest)
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Total for Public Hunting

          43
           5
           0
           0
           0
           0
           0
           0
          48

(5.6) (5.7)(5.7)(5.6)

Designation:
Firearm Options:
Special Regulations:
Seasons:
__Archery: Sept. 19 - Dec. 31
_..Youth: Oct. 15 - Oct. 18
__Early Antlerless: Oct. 15 - Oct. 18
__Firearm A: Nov. 7 - Nov. 15
_. Firearm B: Nov. 21 - Nov. 29
__Muzzleloader: Nov. 28 - Dec. 13

Land Cover Types
W o o dy Co ver
Grassla nd a nd W etla nds
Annua l Ro w Cro p s
Op en W ater
Develo p ed

% Tot.

(4.0)(4.4)

Deer Perm it Area (DPA) 344 is p art o f the Driftless Area in southeast M inneso ta, chara cterized b y
fo rested hillsides a nd b luff p rairies intersp ersed with farm la nd. This p erm it area co nta ins
W hitew ater W M A including the W hitew ater State Ga m e Refuge, which is a 2500-acre area where
deer a nd w aterfo w l hunting are restricted. The refuge is o p en to  sm a ll gam e and turkey hunting.
DPA 344 is Hunter’s Cho ice, a llo w ing hunters to  harvest o ne deer, either a b uck o r a do e. Hunters
m ust cho o se A o r B firearm s seaso n. In this p erm it area, the dep artm ent esta b lished a harvest
go a l to m o nito r p o p ulatio n sta b ility.  The current go a l is to, o n a vera ge, b e harvesting so m ewhere
b etween 406 and 496 b ucks (b uck harvest is genera lly a b etter indicato r o f p o p ulatio n status tha n
o vera ll harvest). The M a na ged designatio n in 2019 p la ced a dditio na l harvest p ressure o n the
p o p ulatio n; Hunters Cho ice with the early a ntlerless seaso n in 2020 is a nticip ated to  m a inta in
a dequate harvest while help ing to a chieve the lo ng-term  go a l. Please no te that the early
antlerless seaso n, Octo b er 15-18, co incides w ith the yo uth seaso n. DPA 344 is o p en to  early
antlerless hunters b ut o nly yo uth hunters with va lid yo uth license a nd tags are a llo w ed to  hunt
within the W hitew ater State Gam e Refuge. There is a sp ecia l firearm s hunt w ithin the W hitew ater
State Ga m e Refuge during the B seaso n, No vem b er 21-29. 100 hunters are selected b y sp ecia l
drawing to  p articip ate in the 2 antlerless deer lim it hunt w here b o nus p erm its are a llo w ed. All
selected hunters m ust p o ssess a B seaso n firearm s license a nd co m p lete a n o nline o rientatio n
b efo re receiving their sp ecia l p erm it. Ap p licatio ns fo r the hunt m ust b e sub m itted b y Sep tem b er
10. Please co nta ct W M A sta ff w ith a ny questio ns o r fo r clarificatio ns regarding DPA 344. This DPA
is w ithin the CW D Co ntro l Zo ne where m andato ry carcass m o vem ent restrictio ns are in p la ce fo r
all deer, including fa w ns. DNR-p ro vided dum p sters will b e a va ila b le fo r hunters to disp o se o f
carcass waste pro p erly. CW D testing is vo luntary during the entire archery, firearm s a nd
m uzzlelo a der seaso ns b y p ro viding the hea d o f harvested deer at designated self-service
sa m p ling statio ns. Antler p o int restrictio ns (APR) are rem o ved and cro ss-ta gging o f b ucks is
allo w ed.
DNR W ildlife Co nta ct(s): Ja m ie Edw ards, 507-796-3282

Deer Harvest, Management Designation and Winter
Severity Index from 2014 - 2019/20

  
Bucks-o nly
Lo ttery
Hunter Cho ice
M a na ged
Intensive
Unlim ited Antlerless
Early Antlerless Seaso n

Designation

2020 Designations

2020 Deer Hunting Information
V o luntary CW D Testing - All Seaso ns
Carcass M o vem ent Restrictio ns in Effect
Designation:Hunter Cho ice: 1 deer lim it
Firearm Options: Sho tgun using slugs, m uzzlelo a ders a nd
ha ndguns lega l fo r b ig ga m e
Special Regulations: See p a ge 70 o f the Hunting Regulatio ns
fo r sp ecia l CW D regulatio ns.
Seasons:
_ _ Archery: Sep t. 19 - Dec. 31
_..Yo uth: Oct. 15 - Oct. 18
_ _ Early Antlerless: Oct. 15 - 18
_ _ Firearm  A: No v. 7 - No v. 15
_.Firearm  B: No v. 21 - No v. 29
_ _ M uzzlelo a der: No v. 28 - Dec. 13

          39
          26
          31
           0
           4

2 Includes a ll seaso ns a b o ve p lus a ny sp ecia l hunts.

2019 Firearm Deer Hunter Statistics
Hunter Success:

Hunters per Sq. Mi. Land:          14
31%

Adult      Fawn     Adult       Fawn           Total
Male      Male      Female    Female

Firearms1
Archery
Muzzleloader

391 77 259 94 821

Total Harvest2

84 15 35 9 143
16 6 30 7 59
509 104 338 113 1064

2019 Deer Harvest

1Includes Regular A a nd B seaso ns as w ell as early a ntlerless 
a nd yo uth seaso ns if it a p p lies.
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https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/hunting/full_regs.pdf#page=73
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/hunting/full_regs.pdf#page=71

