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Status of Wildlife Populations, Fall 2007

(Including 1995-2006 Hunting and Trapping Harvest Statistics)

This is the 31* year that the DNR has compiled this booklet; it is primarily an administrative
document intended for DNR personnel. Since 1984 we have also generated a companion
volume, Summaries of Wildlife Research Findings, containing annual summaries of activities
and findings from ongoing research projects in the Wildlife Research and Policy Unit. This
publication will be posted on the DNR website and available on CD. In the on-line format links
are available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory Bird Management to
access their reports for Waterfowl Population Status; Migratory Bird Harvest Information
Preliminary Estimates; American Woodcock Population Status; and Mourning Dove Population
Status. Three new reports in this edition are 2006 Minnesota Fall Wild Turkey Population
Survey, 2007 Spring Turkey Hunter Report, and the 2006 Elk Population and Harvest Report.

Most of the fieldwork associated with collection of census and survey data for farmland,
wetland, and forest wildlife is performed by wildlife biologists and managers (conservation
officers also participate in August roadside counts). The Farmland, Wetland, and Forest Wildlife
Population and Research groups coordinate these activities, analyze and interpret data, and
prepare recommendations for harvest regulations and season setting.

Most of the hunting and trapping harvest estimates are calculated and summarized by St. Paul
central office personnel.

Compiling and publishing this report was funded in part under the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act, Minnesota project W-69-S.
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SUNVEY, AUGQUSE FOAASIAR ...vveveeiiiesie et e sre e e e e ne e es 3,7,10, 11, 13,18
e L= Y=Y | [T 1= S 7
Lynx
trapping
=TI CeT (=T oY= OSSR 278

Mallard (domestic)
hunting
T RYLE Y T QLo ] - TR 168

Mallard (wild)
breeding populations

MINNESOLA. .......veieiviieceie e 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135

Lo 1A 4 1=] oz TR 141
hunting

harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2000.........c.c.uuveereeiiiieireeireeesssise e eereeessiesesreeereesssiaerrrretessssissrrreeeeesns 168

Marten, pine

CArcass EXAMINALION QALA ........cveeiiiiiiiie s e s e e e s s b b e e e s sb b e e s s s bb e e s e sbbeesssabbaesssabressssbrenes 98
OS] L o] o0 98, 279, 280
Q1o oJU1 1A To] (e - L - LSS 98-100
(o106 LU T =14 o] o 40 =] PSS 90, 91
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Marten, pine (cont.)

trapping
distribution of harvest amMONQ tAKEIS.........c.vie i e 297
0T T ES 3N TSEST 1< OSSN 284
registered NArVESE ........c.ocv i 91, 98, 99, 100, 278, 284, 294-298
TAKE DY COUNLY ..ot et e e ee e sre e sreesneesneeannas 294, 295, 296
taKE DY COUNLY ANT SEX..ueiuviiiiiiiiiiieeiieeie st steesteesteesteessae s be e e e e e sbeesbeesreesneesseeeteesteenteesreesreennees 295
taKE DY AL NG SEX . viiiieiiieiiie it e st st e s r e e et e e te e re e sreennaenrreanes 297
WINEEE TFACK INMTICES. ..iiii ittt ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e s se et e et e eesssaebbbreeteeesssasrrareereesseranns 61, 62, 65, 100
Merganser, hooded
breeding POPUIALION ..........oiii e n e e 131, 132, 133, 134
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2000..........c..eeeeeieeiiiieieietetessseseieeereeessisse e reteessssseerrtetesssssasrrrereeesss 168
Merganser, other than hooded
breeding POPUIALION ..........iiii e e e e 131, 132, 133, 134
hunting
harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2000..........c..uuveeieeiiiieiieeereteesiesereeereeessisserrrereessssserrrrretesssssserrrereeesss 168
Mink
0Lc] L o] o0 279, 280
trapping
O LT OSSR 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ..ot ettt e e et e e re e sreesneesneesnte e beenreenteenreens 276
L6 LI 1= 1 = 0] 1= SR 277
Moose
10T 1] TSR 265-267
FET Y] TR 265, 266, 267
[0S AT 1= TSSOSO 266, 267
0L A TTA o] 0] FToF: 1A o] SR 266, 267
[0S T 6N 11T 1= SR 265, 266, 267
DALY SUCCESS ...vvveeteeeieteeesteeessteessteeestaeessteeasseeessaeeateeesseeesnteeansaeessseeaseeenseeesnsenessneesnnnes 265, 266, 267
SeX ratio 0F MOO0SE NAIVESIEU........cuv i e re e reesneas 265
survey, aerial — population ESLIMALES.........ccviiivi i e e s sreesreesnee s 113-119
Muskrat
OS] Lo o0 RS 279, 280
trapping
O LT OSSR 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPELS ..ottt e e s e et e e s re e sbeesreesneeante e reenteenteenreeas 276
L6 LT 1= 1 = 0] 1= SR 277
Opossum
OS] L o] o0 SR 279, 280
trapping
O LT USSR 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPELS ..ottt et e s s e et e e s re e sbeesreesneesnteenreenteenteenrneas 276
L6 LI 1= 1 = 0] 1= SR 277
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Otter

OS] L o] o0 SRR 101, 279, 280
Q10T oLUL =14 o] g1 - L LSS 101, 102
Q1o o TN 1 =14 o] 0T 40 ] PSSR 90, 91
trapping
AiStribULION @MONG TAKEIS ... .eiiieiie ettt et e e e te e sre e sreesneesneenneas 302
0o T ES N TSEST 1< OSSR 284
FEQISIErEd tAKE ...c.ve e s 101, 102, 278, 284, 299-302
TAKE DY COUNLY ..ot ste e sre e sre e sneesneeannas 299, 300, 301
taKE DY COUNLY ANT SEX..ueiuviiiiiiiiiiieeiie et ste e steeste e st e st e s be e e e e e sbeesteesteeaneeeseeeeeesteesteesreesreennees 300
taKE DY AL BNG SEX ..uiiieeiiic ittt et e s r e e et e nre e nre e sre e e e nnrennes 302
Partridge, gray
hunting
L E=T VLSS 165
1T (=T S oo 164
10 LT Ll 10T (=T £ 162
L6 LGN 1= 1] SRS 163, 164
SUNVEY, AUQUSE FOAASIAR ....vveveeieiecie ettt 3,4,6, 9,10, 11, 12,16
Pelt prices of furbearers, 1992-93 thru 2006-07 ..........cccveiieeiiieiieiie e ee e 279, 280
Pheasant, ring-necked
hunting
L E TRV AR 12, 165
harvest by NONFESIAENT NUNTETS. .......c.viiie e e e e nreenre e 166
1T (=T S oo 164
10 LT B Ll 10T (=T £ 162
NUMDBEr OF NONTESIAENT NUNLETS .....veeiei et e e e s sabe e e e s sabeee e 166
L6 LGN 1= 11 SRS 163, 164
take Per NONFESIAENT NUNTEE .........iiie e re e e sre e e e sreenneas 166
survey
August roadside
agricultural region data...........cccceeiiiiieie e e 3,4
birds observed per 100 mMiles driven..........cccocvevieeviieviee s 5,9, 10,11, 12, 15
broods
observed per 100 MileS AriVEN .......ccuviii e e 56,9
0DSEIVEd PEI 100 NENS...c.iiiiiie e ettt e e e s e e sae e sre e sreesreesreesnreaneeas 9
cocks observed per 100 MIleS AriVEN.........ccvi i s 509
LEL o] (0 - (TR 6,9
hens observed per 100 MIleS AriVEN ........cocv i sree 509
Pheasant StAMP SAIES.........uiiieii et e e st e e s e s e et e e te e nbeenreenreeanreenre e reenreeas 165

Pintail, Northern
breeding populations

Y T Lo ] - TR 131, 132, 133, 134

Lo 1A 4 1=T o T 142
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ............cccceieriieiiieeieeie e e e see e re e sreesreesreesreesseeeeeesreeseeens 168
Ponds, May (Minnesota, North Central U.S. and Prairie Canada) .........c.c.cccoevvviveieeinnns 125, 130, 140, 142
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Prairie chicken, greater

survey
AN 10 (0T U0 5] o [T 7
HUNTEE NAIVEST ...ttt ettt st st e st st eneebesee e 206-212
1S o] ] T S SS 77-89
hunting
1 0] 0] 1T g €SOSSN 206, 208
area open to hunting DY ZONE .........oov i e 207, 208, 209
L EET Y] (PO 206, 209
L1V (=T £ O R 208
number of permits available...........ccoo i 206
NUMDBEr OF PEFMILS ISSUBH ......eiviieie ettt e e snee e e reenreenreens 206
SUCCESS TALB....c e 206, 209
MELNOA OF NUNTING ....eiiecece e sr e st e s e s e e beesreenreenreeas 211
LY L L) (03 1 0] o N TR 207, 212
TIME SPENE NUNTING ... .eiieeiece et e et e s r e e s e e teesteesreesreesneenreenneas 210
Predator / furbearer scent station SUNVEY SUMMATY ......cccccceeieeieeieeiieeieeeseesieesreesreesseesseesseessesssessseenns 67-74

Rabbit (see Cottontail, eastern; Hare, snowshoe; and Jackrabbit, white-tailed)

Raccoon
hunting
L F=T AV ZSTS 165
harvest DY NONFESIAENT NUNTETS. .......c.oiiie et e e e nreenre e 166
1T (=T S oo =T 164
10 LT B Ll 10T (=T £ 162
NUMDBEr OF NONTESIAENT NUNLETS......vviiiiieiie et be e e s s br e e e e s breee s 166
L6 LGN 1= g 101 RS 163, 164
take Per NONFESIAENT NUNTEN .........iiie e te e te e sre e s reesreenneas 166
OS] L o] o0 SR 279, 280
trapping
L F=T VLSS 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPELS ..ottt e e s e et e e s re e sreesreesneesnbeenre e reenreenrnens 276
L6 LI 1= 1 - 0] 1= SRS 277
SUIVEY, SCENE POSE INTICES ...ecveiieiiii et te e te e s re e sreeeneeeneeenree e 68, 71-73
Rails/gallinules
hunting
L F=T VLTS 165
1T (=T S oo = 164
10 LT L 10T (=T £ 162
L6 LGN 1= 11 SRS 163, 164
Redhead
breeding populations
1Y 1T TSI ] - 123, 131, 132, 133, 134
Lo 1A 41T o 142
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ............ccccceiiuriiriiriieese e e see e ree e e sreesreesaeessaeseeesreeseeeas 168
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L0 I (=10 0T 01 =] SRS 281-302

AT LY LT) SRR 91-102, 278, 284

[oLo o JU1 Y4 o] a1 400 (=] Ty RSSO 90-102
Ring-necked duck

breeding POPUIALION ........c.oc i e re e 123, 131, 132, 133, 134

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ...........ccccceiiueiiriiriieeree e se e s e see e sreesreesreesreesseeseeesreeseeens 168
Ruddy duck

breeding POPUIALION ..........ocir e e e e 131, 132, 133, 134

hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ............ccccceiiuriiriiriieere e e e seesee e e sreesreesreesneeeeeenreeseeens 168
Lo 10 | T -1 [T TR 7,51
ST a0 o] 1o L=T PR 1] g T S 8

Scaup, greater
breeding populations

IMINNESOTA ...t 123, 126, 127, 131, 132, 133, 134, 136
L0 1A 4 1=T oz R 142
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ..........ccccceciueiieiiiriieere e seeseesee e e sre e esrae e eneeereenreens 168

Scaup, lesser
breeding populations

IMINNESOTA ...t s 123, 126, 127, 131, 132, 133, 134, 136
L0 1A 41T o 142
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006............c.ccoreiieieerireiee e sreesee e sre e e e e e sreesreeeee e e 168

Scent post survey (see Carnivore scent station survey summary)

Scoter
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ...........ccccceuiriiueiiriie e se e e see e sreesreesreesreesseeereenreesreeas 168
] T To] a0 oL ] SR 54, 55, 56

Shoveler, northern
breeding populations

Y Tl TcE o] - TR 131, 132, 133, 134
NN [T N 4 T=1 o SR 142
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ...........ccccceiiriireiirrieeie e seesee e e sreesreesreesreesreeseeesreeseeeas 168
Skunk, spotted
OS] Lo o0 SR 279, 280
trapping
O LT SRR 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPELS ..ottt e e e et e e s re e sreesreesaeesneeenreebeenteenreens 276
L6 LI 1= 1 =] 1= SRS 277
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Skunk, striped

0L L0 o0 RS SS 279, 280
survey
SCENT POSE INTICES ..veevieiieiiie et e te et s e e et e st e st eere e e sae e teesaeesaeesneesneeanteenteenreenreens 68, 71-73
trapping
L F=T VST 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEES ..ottt et e et e e e s te e sreesreesneeanbeenbeenteenteenreeas 276
L6 LT 1= 1 - 0] 1= SR 277
Snipe, common
hunting
T2 VST 165
1T ) (=T S oo = 164
10 LT S L 10T (=T £ 162
L6 LGN 1= 1] S P 163, 164
Squirrel, fox
hunting
L F=T VST 165
1T (=T S oo = 164
10 LT B Ll 10T (=T £ 162
L6 LI 1= 11 S 163, 164
Squirrel, gray
hunting
L F=T VLTS 165
1T (=T S oo =T 164
10 LT B Ll 10T (=T £ 162
L6 LGN 1= g 1] (] SRS 163, 164
SWAINSONS NAWK ...ttt e e s st e e s s ab bt e e s e b b e e e s sa b b e e e s esbbesssssbbesssssbessssnbbesessnbres 8
YL TR {10 011 =T SRR 8

Teal, blue-winged
breeding populations

MINNESOTA. .......vvieiviieceie e e 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135
Lo 1A 4 1=T oz TR 141
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ............cccceiiriiieiireieere e seeseesee e e sreesreesreesseesseeeeeenreesreeas 168

Teal, green-winged
breeding populations

YT Lo ] - TR 131, 132, 133, 134

L0 1A 4 1=T o7 T 141
hunting

harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2000..........c..uuueeieiiiiieieeireeessissireerreeessiasrrerteesssiaerrrrretessssssrrrereresns 168
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Trappers

LT SRR 278
o A RYSIEoY= | [T 273,278
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10T g] 1= =] o [ o SRS 275, 276
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Turkey, wild
Fall hunting, 2006
PAIVEST ...t 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 184
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NUMDEr Of PErSONS NUNTING........oiiiiiiieee s 185-186, 187
SUCCESS TALE.....ciiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee s 183, 184, 185-186, 187, 189
Survey
Fall POPUIATION ... ettt 35-48
ST oL ] 1 TN 1] (] S 190-205
Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS ..........ccooiiiiie e s re e e e nreens 51, 54, 55

Waterfowl (see Ducks; duck by species name; Geese; and Hunters, waterfowl)

Weasel, long-tailed

OS] L o) o0 RS 279, 280
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt e et eR e ettt Rt e bt ene e teeaeeneeeaeeneenneas 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ..ottt s et e s s e e e e re e sreesreesneesnbeanre e teenteenreeas 276
L6 LI 1= 1 = 0] 1= SR 277
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Weasel, short-tailed

OS] L o] o0 RS 279, 280
trapping
PAIVEST ...ttt ettt ettt eR e bttt eReente Rt e teeaeeneeeneenaenneas 278
NUMDBDEE OF TrAPPEIS ..ottt e re et e e s re e sre e sreesneesnbesnreereenteenreeas 276
L6 LI 1= 1 - 0] 1= SRS 277
WINEEE TTACK INMOICES. ..iiii ittt et e ettt et et e e ettt e e e e ee b e e teeeessea st e e eteeesssasesareeeeeeesssaareseeeeesssesanes 62, 66

Wigeon, American
breeding populations

Y T Lo ] - TP 161, 132, 133, 134
Lo 1A 4 1=T o7 T 141
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2006 ..........ccccceciuriieeiieiieeree e seeseesee e sre e e e sreesreesreesneeereeseeens 168
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Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS ........ccoviiiiii ettt esrr e ne e s nee e neeenes 49-58
WWINEEE SEVEIILY INUEX ...iuiieieeie ettt st e et et e et e st e e s ae e sae e s seeanee e s beente e beesteesreeaneeaneeeneee e 105
WINEEr traCk SUIVEY SUMIMIAIY .....vciieiieieeiieesteesteesteesteesseeaseeeseeesteeseeesseesseesseesseeaseeasseesseessesssessnnesnsessees 61-66

Wolf, gray (timber)

survey
SCENTE POSE INTICES ..veeuveeveeiiieitie e e ste e e e s e s e s et e e te e teesbeeateeaseeeseeesteesseesaeesseesneeanbeeneeenteenreeas 74
WINEET TFACK INMOICES ..eei ittt ettt e e ettt e e e s s e e et e e e e s sae b e et et e essessarrreteeessnensrareees 61, 62, 65
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Wildlife damage COMPIAINTS .........coouiiiiieccec et e e e e e see e sreesreesreenneas 51
Woodcock, American
SINQING ground SUIVEY FESUILS ....eciveiiiiiiie e et et cte ettt e e e see e sre e sreesneesneeannennee s 150-154
(0] ECTeT o T T T =V o 1= USSR 150
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EET Y] PO 153, 165
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NUMIDEE OF NUNTETS o.eeveeeie ettt ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e st a et teesssasabbebeeeeesssesessrereeeeessrenines 153, 162
L6 LI 1= g 10 SRS 163, 164
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Wood duck
Breeding popUlation .........ccoooiiiiiiiic e 123, 131, 132, 133, 134
hunting, harvest, Minnesota, 2005-2000 ..........ccccceiiuiiiieiiiriieeree e seesee e see e e sreesreesraesseeseeereeseeens 168
Woodpecker, red-Neaded ..........coo i re e 7
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