
 
 

Flood Occurs 
 
 

 

Follow other community 
regulations for repair & 
rebuilding (e.g., building 

code, wetland / 
shoreland management 

ordinances, etc.) 

YES/MAYBE 

NO 
A. Community issues permit for 

repair in flood plain 
B. Follow other community 

regulations for repair & 
rebuilding (e.g., building code, 
wetland / shoreland 
management ordinances, etc.) 

The Community is required 
to do inspection & collect 

data to determine if 
substantially damaged 

Community determines 
building is 

 Substantially Damaged? 

YES 

Community sends substantial 
damage determination to 

building owner 

Is building in 
FLOODWAY? 

YES 

NO 

A. Community issues permit for work to repair & bring building 
up to current standards (in area outside of floodway if 
building was in floodway) – i.e., elevated on fill to required 
elevation or get Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to use 
alternative elevation methods (if community allows) 

B. Follow other community regulations for repair & rebuilding 
(e.g., building code, wetland / shoreland management 
ordinances, etc.) 

C. Community receives surveyed “as-built” documentation that 
building meets permit requirements 

D. Community issues Certificate of Occupancy (if a state building 
code community) or equivalent approval to use building. A. Building cannot be 

reconstructed in the floodway.  
B. Use flood insurance claim (or 

look at options for buyout or 
other assistance) to build at 
another location. 

Is there a buildable spot on 
parcel outside of 

FLOODWAY? 
YES 

NO 

Floodplain Management Series 
Floodplain Information Sheet No. 11 

Repair or Rebuilding After a Flood Flowchart 

A. First Response Officials Evaluate, Evacuate & Rescue 
B. Roads Opened and Public Utilities Restored 
C. Inspections – Verify Safe to Enter or View Building 

 

NOW, WHAT CAN I DO WITH MY HOME / BUSINESS? 
 

Is Building 
Substantially Damaged? 
(cost to restore to pre-
flood condition is more 
than 50% of structure’s 

market value) 

NO 

Is Building in 1% 
Annual Chance Flood 

Zone (“100-yr” 
zone)?  See maps at 
your community, or 
at MnDNR or FEMA 

websites.* 

NO 

YES 

*Websites to see FEMA maps: 
(1) MnDNR – mndnr.gov – search “FEMA Floodplain Maps” 
(2) FEMA – www.msc.fema.gov  

Contact:  DNR Ecological & Water Resources in St. Paul (651) 259-5100 
http://mndnr.gov/waters  Updated June 2014 
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