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I’m Dave Palmquist, Whitewater State Park Naturalist.  This is the forth, and final 
podcast, in a series of podcasts made to keep you informed on the flood recovery efforts 
in Whitewater State Park.  Whitewater State Park’s infrastructure was severely damaged 
by the flood, but I’m happy to report that repairs are nearly complete. 
 
During your next visit to Whitewater State Park ask to see the 14-minute video entitled 
Sculpting the Blufflands – the Flood of 2007 in Whitewater State Park.  The video is also 
available for sale. Look for the video on this website too.  If it’s not here yet, it will be 
soon. 
 
To briefly recap what happened…From 8am on Saturday August 18th to 8am on Sunday 
the 19th 2007 more than 11 inches of rain fell on Whitewater State Park. About the same 
amount fell upstream in the watershed.  The resulting flash flood, which crested between 
3 and 5am on August 19th, did more damage than any of the hundred year floods in the 
1970’s. 
 
This flood did over 4 million dollars damage to the park’s infrastructure; roads, bridges, 
campgrounds, group camps, picnic areas, trails and stream crossings.  It has been the 
single most expensive event in the Minnesota State Park system’s history.  Special 
funding from the federal and state government will reduce the overall impacts to the state 
park system.  Another one million dollars damage was done to State Highway 74 in the 
park. 
 
Whitewater State Park is now open for all uses, but recreational opportunities are slightly 
limited, as a few projects will not be completed until spring 2009.  Campgrounds and 
most trails have been repaired, the modern and primitive group camps have been 
restored, masonry repairs on Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) structures have been completed, hundreds of tons of debris has 
been removed, hundreds of trees have been saved and 600 more planted, all trail 
crossings have been repaired or replaced, the beach has been fixed, the slope along 
Chimney Rock Trail has been stabilized, lost benches, picnic tables and recycling shed 
have been replaced and four large bridges have been built.  
 
These projects were completed by park staff, staff from other parks, other DNR staff, the 
Minnesota Conservation Corps, Sentencing to Service, Work Force staff, contractors and 
volunteers (groups and individuals).   
 
Over 1,000 volunteers donated over 6,000 hours work since the flood!  We all owe a big 
“Thank You” to all of the volunteers that worked so hard to bring Whitewater State Park 
back. If you or your group is also interested in volunteering, call the park at 507-932-
3007, extension 0.  Call the same number with any general park questions. 
 
Hundreds of jobs have been done but a few remain.  In the spring of 2009, the road to the 
south picnic area will be rebuilt and the south picnic area restored.  Landscaping will be 



done on the approaches to the four large bridges.  Trout Run Creek Trail will be repaired 
and new bulletin boards and trail signs will be installed.      
 
Despite the flood, Whitewater State Park’s natural resources were, are and will continue 
to be spectacular.  When you visit you will find a great state park, but a different great 
state park.  The Minnesota State Park system thanks you for your support and 
understanding throughout this recovery. 
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