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Husak, Greg (DNR) started transcription
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   0:16
I'll be moderating this conference.
We are recording this and you might also see a live transcript, depending on how you're joining this team's meeting.
Our primary source today is DNR conservation and assistance regulation.
Action manager Randall Donein and I'm going to say that again slowly and also ask our other DNR folks to introduce themselves.
The section again is conservation and regulation.
No S conservation.
I'm sorry, conservation assistance and regulation section, conservation assistance and regulation section.
And then the section manager is Randall Randall Donin Don EE N.
And there are few other DNR folks on the call who will also be helping with some questions, depending on subject matter.
Melissa, why don't you go ahead, introduce yourself and spell your name slowly, please.
[image: ]
Kuskie, Melissa (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)   1:26
Hi everyone.
Thanks for joining us.
I'm Melissa caskey.
That is KUSKIEMELISSA. I'm the.
Ecological and Water Resources Division deputy director.
Good to have you all here today.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   1:44
Thanks, Melissa. Tom.
[image: ]
Hovey, Tom E (DNR)   1:49
My name is Tom Hovey and I spelled HOVEY. And I regulate. Or excuse me, I don't.
I supervise the Water regulation unit.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   2:01
Thanks Tom and Jen.
[image: ]
Sorensen, Jenifer (DNR)   2:04
Good afternoon.
I am John Sorensen.
I am the public water's hydrologist at DNR, under our public water's program, in the Water Regulations Unit.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   2:18
Thanks Jen.
[image: ]
Sorensen, Jenifer (DNR)   2:19
Oh. Oh, I was gonna spell my name.
Sorry you had asked that.
It's Jennifer.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   2:22
Oh yes.
[image: ]
Sorensen, Jenifer (DNR)   2:22
JENIFER and Sorensen Sorensen thanks.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   2:31
Thank you. This morning, the DNR distributed a news release about this project and the October 2nd public webinar to provide information and the public question and answer opportunity. If you don't have that news release, it's available on the DNR home page, mndnr.gov and the project web.
Page is at MNDN r.gov.
Slash PWI dash update.
R.gov/pwi Dash or hyphen update.
At this point, we'll ask reporters to please identify yourselves.
We have names for some and a station affiliation for one, but not a name.
So if we could get those quickly, please, if you could just open your mic starting with Fox 9, if you don't have access to a microphone, if you could just click on the chat.
Icon at the top and enter your name and station affiliation in the chat.
Please starting with Fox 9.
We'll go to WCCOTV.
In both of those were having some mic issues which I addressed a question to both of you just before we started.
Shawn Maloney, do you have access to a mic?
[image: ]
Sean Maloney   4:08
Yeah, Sean Maloney. I'm with the Minnesota news network.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   4:14
I recognize that name.
Thank you, Sean and Natalie Ryder.
[image: ]
Natalie Ryder   4:20
I am the staff writer with outdoor news.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   4:23
Great. Thank you for joining us, Natalie.
And with that, I'll turn it over to Randall for an overview of the project and then we'll get to your questions.
Please hold your questions until after this short overview which will take somewhere around 1015 minutes. Randall, go ahead. Thanks.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   4:45
Thank you, Greg. And and thank you.
I do have a very brief presentation on the the project that I've been giving to interested groups, and I thought I'd start with an abbreviated.
Presentation of that to kind of Orient you as a whole to the project and and maybe help stimulate questions that you might have.
Towards the end.
And so with that, I'm just going to share my screen here.
You guys see my screen? OK is everyone?
[image: ]
Kuskie, Melissa (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)   5:22
Yes.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   5:23
Yes.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   5:24
OK.
Thanks. So the first, you know what I'm gonna talk about today is.
The legislation and and statute provisions that sort of that not sort of that.
Instigated this project and then I'm going to talk about what is a public water and what is the definition and how does that relate to?
The public waters.
And then I want to talk about what the public water inventory is and how that distinguish that from public water definition.
And then lastly, I want to outline the process.
That we are developing for updating the the public water inventory and and like the to be clear on that point, we have not finalized our process yet, but we are developing it and talking with folks about it.
And so we will outline the the components of it that that we that we are have developed so far.
And so with that, I'll just move right over here.
So the most important thing for people to know that the statutory revisions did not make any changes to what?
The definition of a public water and so there's no part of this statutory revision that is going to increase or decrease what is a public water, what they did do this is a portion of the statute that talks about.
You know what?
Public waters are not determined by and, so really, what the what the legislature and the governor did is they clarified that the public water's inventory is not what decides if something is a public water or not.
It is the definition that is in statute that determines whether something is a public water.
Now the public water inventory is a super important tool that.
DNR staff use local government use. Other state agencies use land owners use.
And it's a great tool.
It's a great tool and we'll talk more detail about that, but.
That is not the final determination of whether something is a public water and subject to the requirements and benefits that public waters have.
However, because it is such an important tool, they wanted to make sure that it was as accurate as possible, and so with that in mind, this was introduced and and and passed.
Which was.
You know an 8 year project directing the DNR to update the public water inventory.
So they've given us $1 million for eight a year for eight years to update the PWI.
So it is as accurate as possible.
Now I want to get into the definition because this is what defines something as a public water and this is what we'll be using to update the BWI. If you don't mind me using the PWI acronym.
I'd probably use that from now on, so it's. You can see here.
You know, there's like 11 different criteria that determine something's of public water.
Number one through 8 is all water basins and I should back up one little bit.
There's three types of public waters.
There's basins which are the lakes, there's water courses which are streams and rivers, and then there's wetlands.
Certain wetlands are considered public.
And so one through 8 is all the things that make something.
A basin or a lake?
A public water. You know, if they have a shoreline management classification. If it's determined navigable by a competent court. If it's a meandered lake, if it's have a specific management purpose designated by the Commissioner, if it's within a scientific and natural area, if it's located totally within public.
Lands and you know if or if the state or federal government holds title to the beds or shores.
Well, and if there is a publicly owned and controlled access that's intended for public access.
Those are all links, so that's one through 8 is what I call.
That's the 10,000 lakes of Minnesota. #9 and 10 are both watercourses.
Natural altered water courses for the total drainage area greater than two square miles. That is one.
Or if it's a natural altered water course that's designated by the Commissioner as a trout stream, then that becomes a public water. And then the last is public water wetlands.
And then there's some more clarity on what a public one.
Or wetlands, there's only certain wetlands that qualify for being public water, wetlands.
They've got to be types 3-4 and five, which are certain types of wetlands, and they need to be a certain size.
It's 10 acres or more and unincorporated areas and 2 1/2 acres or more in incorporated areas.
So what is the inventory?
Well, of course, as I described, the inventory is a very important tool.
That we use to easily identify if you're subject to the regulations or if you're subject to the buffer law.
And if you need to get a permit for work in there, then this is.
A very important tool.
Now there's the historical PWI.
This was conducted back in the in the early 1980s. The 1979 legislature directed the DNR.
At that time, to do an inventory of all public water so that there could be clarity and they wanted maps and lists. And so that was conducted through like a 6-7 year process.
Back in the 80s.
And those are very important historical documents that are still utilized today. The current public water inventory of course resides as data. We've you know, we have grown in technology, we have GIS.
Information and systems that we use that identify where the public water is and the attributes and I'll give you some examples.
So this is the historic PWI map and list and I say these are very important documents that will continue to refer to periodically depending on what's going on.
But they've got the the maps where it identifies the wetlands and the basins and the water courses, and then you've got the lists of of those public water.
And this is what it looks like today.
FRGIS data.
Again, and then we've got the attributes for each of the public waters over here and those are attached to the various GIS shape files of those public water.
So what are we going to do for the update?
Another very important aspect for people to understand is it's corrections only for those areas. For those water bodies.
That meet the definition of public water and are not on the inventory they would be added if you're on the if the water body is on the inventory, but it does not meet the definition of a public water, it will be removed and that's an important aspect to.
Know the scope of this project that we're undertaking.
We do feel that this effort, although very large, will provide better water resource protection.
Better regulatory clarity and a shared understanding for everybody involved.
The original PWI is very good.
The folks that did that did an outstanding job, but frankly we just have better technology now than they had back in the 8 and there has been some over the time changes to the definition really I think the main one was adding the trout streams. I think that.
Probably the only definition that was changed over that time period.
As public waters and so.
There, we know there's been errors that we found over the years and we correct them as we come across them and as we have capability, but this is a concerted effort over the next eight years to make any of the needed corrections to the inventory.
Another important aspect.
To know is that there's another law.
It's the buffer law that's administered by the Board of Water and Soil Resources, and that law refers to the inventory as determining what types of buffers, if any.
Needed so the inventory does have additional important regulatory ties to it.
So it will be important to make sure that the inventory is as accurate as possible.
So how are we gonna do it again? Outlining certain concepts? You know, we're gonna hire a team of hydrologists to to analyze the public water inventory and the corrections needed.
We're gonna have one lead hydrologist and then four staff hydrologists under that.
One hydrologist that will be conducting the work we're hoping to average 12 cans a year.
That gets us to the eight-year end line. Given the number of counties we've got in the state.
There will be robust public engagement and opportunities for input as part of this project when we move into a county or area where we're going to do look for corrections, we're going to give a notice to county governments and broad notices.
To other potential interested people.
So that they know we're moving in and if they have or they believe there's corrections that are needed.
They can provide those to us ahead of time.
Will will work through the needed corrections that we needed, and we'll prepare a preliminary map of Corrections. That preliminary map then will be distributed to land owners where corrections are being made to local units of government to state governments and to the Minnesotans as a whole as an.
Opportunity to review and comment on those corrections.
We'll also be holding a public meeting.
In each of the counties where we're we're working with this preliminary map. So people can ask questions and have discussions and give verbal comments as part of that.
After the public comment period is over, we will analyze all the comments we got, develop responses, making a needed revisions and then finalize that PWI and we envision finalizing county by county.
There's still some details to be worked out about how the finalization will occur just because it can be tricky when you've got, you know, like a lake that crosses over.
Into like 2 counties.
There are a lot of courts that crosses over to two counties.
So it might not be exactly county by county, are still working through the details of that.
And that is it that I have.
So I'm gonna stop sharing and then turn it over to Greg to facilitate any questions that folks have.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   16:48
Thank you, Randall.
And it's entirely possible that the information that Randall provided has already addressed questions.
But that said, let's open it up if you'd like to just open your microphone or or raise your hand or put a question in the chat, we'll take any questions from reporters now.
Sean, go ahead.
[image: ]
Sean Maloney   17:13
Yeah, a bunch of the questions that I had were were answered there, but I know there's gonna be kind of a public input portion of this coming up with that webinar and stuff.
Just what are you guys kind of looking for?
Part of me from a public input standpoint, and how crucial that be to the project.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   17:32
But thank you, Sean.
I don't know that it's a formal public input process that's gonna be a part of the webinar.
We do envision it's gonna be a question and answer period.
So if folks have questions, we're gonna wanna respond to those questions so that people are informed and and ready.
We are also envisioning that we may not get.
To all the questions as part of that question answer period given you know the logistics and limitations we have there.
But we will collect all those questions and we will develop answers those questions and make those available to the public afterwards. If you know it's very possible, Sean, that people will give you know.
Suggestions on what should be included and we're collecting those. You know, we were always willing to talk to folks about what the process and procedures may be.
Hi, Melissa.
Do you wanna add to that?
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   18:25
The city.
[image: ]
Kuskie, Melissa (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)   18:28
No, I just wanted to sort of emphasize, I think what you had already. You know we will.
Randall will sort of give.
That will do that sort of similar overview that we just shared with with you all, but those questions that we receive from members of the public who TuneIn to this webinar help to help give us direction.
In terms of the information we are gonna need to kind of be more more broadly spreading and more broadly sharing whether that is you know on our web page.
Whether that is when we are gearing up, especially to to go out and do these county by county public meetings through the the questions we get and areas where where the public identifies, they need more clarity from from the DNR.
Is what we're looking for ultimately, because that helps us.
That helps us shape and and improve the the way that we're sharing information on this project.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   19:25
Yeah. Thank you.
And and just Sean, to get to the second part, how important is this?
Well, I'd say clearly communicating about the scope of the project.
What's involved?
What is it?
Is critically important for people to understand. We don't want people having ideas that this is something that it isn't. And so making sure that parent has everyone has real clarity on that I think is super important to the project success.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   19:55
Thanks for that.
Any other questions?
I'm just looking at the chat here.
Don't think anything else. I'm gonna scroll through and just take a look.
And I do hope I I know with with a couple of you that we weren't able to get a a response when you're asking about.
You know specifically who you are and and talking about whether you can open your mic or or enter things in the chat.
So if neither of those things are working for you for some reason.
Certainly. Give me a call or Randall Randall's contact information.
Is in the news release that went out so you could could contact him as well if you have other specific questions.
But again, just one more call for any other questions.
Go ahead.
[image: ]
Natalie Ryder   20:55
How over the years, looking at the previous inventory that there have been maybe some changes that have been had to make or errors that have been corrected.
Is there any preliminary estimates of how this new list can change some of the changes?
Maybe it'll grow.
Maybe it'll shrink. Is there any, like, preliminary estimates to what's going to happen to the inventory?
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   21:22
Thank you, Natalie.
I don't say we really don't have an estimate and I wish I would hate to give an estimate and be vastly wrong, but but the one thing that we know is that the the definition of trout streams as public waters was added after the original inventory was done.
So I do envision for those water courses that are designated as trout streams, those we probably will have a fair amount additions there.
One of the most common.
Corrections that we have come across is public water wetlands that actually don't meet that type 3-4 or five definition.
And so I envision that those might be some of the things that would that would be removed and then they would be regulated under the Wetland Conservation Act rather than the than the public water rules.
There's also the potential for.
Mind pits many times. Mind pets didn't have a water feature at all.
And they're more of a mind thing.
But they were accidentally put on the inventory.
So if that's the case, some of those may be removed at all. Then the last category that I know of is that as part of the buffer law, we collected a lot of data from.
County and watershed drainage authorities about public drainage systems.
And so we learned that there was some inconsistencies and and errors associated with the relationships between public water.
And these public drainage systems and so that probably be a a fourth category of Corrections. I can't really hazard how much it would be, but I think those are the main categories of of Corrections that we see.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   23:12
Really good question, Natalie.
We're all wondering that I think.
Would be very interesting to.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   23:19
The big question is which county goes 1st and we haven't decided that yet.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   23:24
That is another important question.
Anything else?
Well, if not again, if if I'm sorry, go ahead, Natalie.
[image: ]
Natalie Ryder   23:39
Sorry to interrupt you there, just kind of circling back to the history of maybe some stuff that's gone on in recent years, specifically talking about the the Limbo Creek stuff and kind of what shook out with that.
How do you hope to work with invested parties?
In the future, especially when it comes to situations that might be a bit contentious and whatnot as you move forward with working with these communities, you know how valuable will those.
It's a view be on the ground with these.
Yeah, county meetings. And as you move forward the next eight years.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   24:18
Well, I, I mean, I think they're very important.
You know a public engagement and public input is is a super important component of all the work that DNR does, you know, and the public as a whole. I mean, and certainly county governments because of their, you know, importance for them to understand, you know, the waka, Reg.
For three public waters, I think that it's critical that we have shared understandings.
That there will be differences of opinions on whether.
A certain water bottle meets.
The public meets the definition of a public waters. It is.
It is.
I mean, we have these definitions and it seems like, OK, it means the the simple. It's never that simple out in the wild. You know, there are situations out there that are that will be challenging as part of the process.
We are developing a technical manual so we get consistency across the state.
But essentially, if we're provided information that that we can rely on that something does or doesn't meet the the definition, you know, we'll utilize that and and and and make the appropriate either removal or addition. So it it is important the the thing that can be a little.
Tricky about that is where you get into disagreements about well, is this really, you know, a type thing, or does this really have a bed in bank?
You know those type of factors?
Tricky out in the field, so I think it will be very important as we go through this process that we get that input.
We consider it carefully and then act appropriately to the as according to the Statute, to make sure the inventory is accurate.
So I I do think that and and I'm. I know this wasn't part of your question, but you brought it up.
So I I I feel obligated.
To to bring it up the Limbo Creek case. For those of you who may or may not know.
Was a case in Renville County, where the Minnesota Center for Environmental advocacy.
Was entered into a court case with Renville County on a proposed project that would be impacting Limbo Creek, and there was some question about whether Limbo Creek was on the inventory or not and whether it was a public water or not that went all the way up to.
The Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court did.
Determine that Limbo Creek was a public water and thus the appropriate.
It was an environmental review question.
Was.
Was needed and so they needed to to comply with those aspects of of the of the law. The court, however, in its decision, did not make a broad determination of how the inventory relates to the.
The definition and I actually said that, you know that's it's up for the legislature to the the decision actually said it's up for the legislature to clarify, to clarify that.
And so the statutory change that you saw about what isn't a public water was the clarification that the court had identified.
[image: ]
Natalie Ryder   27:41
Thank you for that.
Sorry to over the can of worms there, but appreciate it.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   27:44
Yeah.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   27:52
Anything else?
Alright. Well, once again, if if other questions do come up, you can call Randall directly or contact me and we'll get you connected. Get you the information that you're looking for.
We really appreciate you being here and and we appreciate that this is a a complex project that that takes a little bit of learning on everybody's part on the front end and and in your coverage as well, so.
Again, we really appreciate you taking the time to be here and and hear that information.
And get that orientation and and thanks for the the excellent questions.
I don't know whether anybody else has anything they'd like to add.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   28:35
Oh, great, great.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   28:38
Yes, go ahead, Randall.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   28:38
Yeah. Before you go, Greg, I just.
I just wanted to give folks a little primer of what the the webinar might be.
You know, obviously it's gonna have the same components that that you know that we addressed here in my abbreviated presentation, but it's gonna be a lot more detail on public waters, their values.
You know what is this?
What is the the scope of the different types of public waters? That's gonna be a deeper dive into the history.
Of the public water inventory and so so it will be much deeper in content than what you were able to see today.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   29:20
Thanks for writing that Randall and and that that's helpful to know because I think that we'll certainly have reporters.
In that webinar as well, both to hear that content and hear the question and answer that are going on.
[image: ]
Doneen, Randall (DNR)   29:32
So I said I didn't want you guys to not come thinking you had.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR)   29:37
Right. You haven't gotten the.
The full show yet. So we'll we'll be providing that.
On October 2.
Anything else?
Anyone from the DNR would like to add.
OK.
Well, again, thank you very much.
Thanks for being here.
Thank you for the the excellent questions and and will be available with any other questions that come up either in the near term here or over the course of this very long and very large project.
Thanks all.
Have a good day.
[image: ]
Husak, Greg (DNR) stopped transcription
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