
to “Wonderful Wasps” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2017, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 
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“Wonderful Wasps”  Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2017, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. List three reasons why wasps are good to have in your 
neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. How many? A typical wasp has ____ main body parts,  ____ legs, ____ 
wings, and ____ antennae. 

3. True or false: Bees have fuzzy bodies and heads, while wasps are 
hairless. ____________________________________________________________

4. Name two things yellowjacket nests and paper wasp nests have 
in common, and two ways they differ. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5. True or false: bees and wasps are natural enemies. 
______________________________________________________________________

6. What happens to male wasps and female workers when summer 
is over? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

7. What do fertilized social wasp eggs become? ____________  What 
do unfertilized eggs become? ______________
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8. How do some wasps help protect garden plants? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9. Which of the following does the story tell us eat wasps or 
wasp larvae?
a. emerald ash borers
b. bears
c. skunks
d. spiders
e. raccoons
f. b, c, and e 

10. True or false: It hurts more to get stung by a male been than 
to get stung by a female bee. ______________________________________

11. Name three situations in which a wasp might sting you. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

12. Which kind of wasp is most likely to sting you?
a. male wasps
b. social wasps
c. solitary wasps

Challenge:  The article lists several things various kinds of 
wasps eat. Name three of them. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

 1. The article tells us that wasps come in many different sizes, 
shapes and colors. Name at least three things all wasps have in 
common. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



2. How do wasps’ and bees’ diets differ? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3. Name three kinds of social wasps. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. True or false: Minnesota has more wasps than hornets. 
____________________________________________________________________

5. Another name for paper wasp is __________________.

6. What happens to male wasps and female workers in late fall? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

7. Which of the following is not part of the wasp life cycle?
pupae
adults
eggs
prepupae
pulp
larvae

8. List four ways pollinators help people. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
  

Student Study Guide: Vocabulary 

antennae long, thin body parts that extend from an insect’s head and help it sense its 
environment
aphids tiny insects that drink sap
beneficial helpful
document provide evidence for
invasive spreading rapidly through an area
pulp bits of wood that have been broken down
fertilized combined with sperm from a male
provoke stir up



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases
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Antennae are 

 
long, thin body parts 

that extend from 
an insect’s head and 

help it sense its 
environment are called 

 

Tiny insects that 
drink sap are known as 

 

Aphids 
are

 

When something is 
beneficial, it is 

 

Another word 
for helpful is

 

When you 
document 

something, you

 

To provide evidence is to 

 

Things that are invasive 

 

When things spread 
rapidly through an area, 

they are consideredfo
ld



fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

 

Bits of wood that have 
been broken down 

are known as 

 

Pulp consists of 

 

When an egg is fertilized, it

 

When an egg 
combines with sperm 

from a male, it is

 

When you provoke something, you

 

To stir something up is to
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