
to “Wildfire Heroes”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2018, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why a bluebird is blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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Study Questions 
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“Wildfire Heroes” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2018, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. What kinds of fire do wildland firefighers fight? ________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. Who do wildland firefighters work for? _______________________
______________________________________________________________________

3. What are some ways the story says wildfires can be started? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4. The story describes many different roles people play in fighting 
fires. List four of them. ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

5. What are an airborne traffic control pilot’s most important 
tools?
a. their eyes and a radio headset
b. air tankers, water scoopers, and helicopters
c. high-set wings
d. turbulence and thick smoke
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W
hen you think of firefighters, 
you might picture them with 
fire engines, hoses, and long 

ladders, battling flames in a building or 
a house. But there are other firefighters 
called wildland firefighters who use 
very different equipment and tech-
niques to battle blazes in wild places 
throughout Minnesota and beyond. 
They fight forest and grassland fires 
caused by things like lightning strikes 
and careless behavior, and they work 
to protect public land, private property, 
and people who could be in danger.

Some firefighters work on the 
ground near the fire as they try to put 
it out. Others fly in airplanes and heli-
copters as they work to extinguish the 

flames, while still others are leaders 
who make decisions about how fires 
should be fought. Some firefighters 
work for the Department of Natural 
Resources, and some work for other 
government agencies, but they often 
work together. It takes a team effort to 
get a fire under control.

“You might think it’s all just drop-
ping water on the flames,” says Brian 
Pisarek, who works as an incident 
commander on fires in Minnesota, 
which means he’s the boss. “But espe-
cially on the big fires, there are a whole 
bunch of people who come together” 
to complete the mission. 

Here are stories about three differ-
ent kinds of firefighters.
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Wildland firefighters battle out-of-control blazes like the Palsburg Fire in northern Minnesota. CO
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By Joe Albert

Wildfire
When forests or grasslands go up in flames, these  

firefighters rush to help.
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6. Why did rangers go into dangerous areas during the Boundary 
Waters blaze?  ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

7. To Brian Pisarek, what is the most important thing in fighting 
a fire? _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

8. This story describes people working on putting out three 
wildfires. What is the location and the origin of each fire?  __
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9: What does it mean to say people living in Williams Lake were 
“on edge”?
a. They lived right next to the lake.
b. They were on the edge of a wildfire.
c. They were crabby.
d. They were worried a wildfire was going to start in their area.

10. What conditions contributed to the Williams Lake fire?  ____
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

11. Why did British Columbia call for help in fighting the 
Williams Lake fire?  _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

12. Why did Meghan Ring and her team put out hose lines? _______
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Challenge: At the end of the story the author writes, “It was also the first time that 
firefighters from Minnesota had been sent to British Columbia—and probably won’t be 
the last.” Why do you suppose he thinks they will go again? ____________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. The article tells us forest and grassland fires can be caused 
by “careless behavior.” What does that mean?   _________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2. What is one way in which fighting a wildfire is like fighting a 
house fire? What is one way in which it is different? Use details 
from the story to support your answer. ________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
 
3. Why does the writer say that firefighter Luke Ettl didn’t need 
his high-tech equipment to find his way through the air?   ______
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. What two conditions contributed to the rapid spread of the 
Boundary Waters blaze?
a. thunder and lightning 
b. low moisture and strong wind
c. mosses and dead plants
d. bulldozers and flame retardants 

5. What do British Columbia and Ontario have in common? _______
____________________________________________________________________
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The rock on which
 soil and other things 

build up is known as

 

Bedrock is the rock 
on which soil and 

other things build up

 

When two things are 
equivalent, they are

 

When two things 
are more or less 
the same, they are

 

Things that move 
against each 
other create 

 

Friction is 
created by 

 

A dug-out 
place 

is called a

 

A gouge is a

 

Remnants are 

 

Things that are left 
behind are called 

fo
ld

Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases
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A long, raised area 
is known as a 

 

A ridge is a

 

When something 
is vast, it is

 

Another word 
for very large is 
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