
to “Little Stinkers”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, November–December 2017, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why a bluebird is blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Little Stinkers” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, January–February 2018, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. When does a skunk spray?________________________________________

2. How many skunk species live in Minnesota?_____________________

3. What are three clues we can use to tell that a skunk is a mammal? 

1) _________________ 2) __________________ 3) ___________________

4. What do you call an animal that eats other animals?
a. herbivore
b. mammal
c. furbearer
d. carnivore

5. What characteristic of a skunk do you think made scientists 
name it after the Roman goddess of volcanoes?
a. it gives off foul-smelling gases
b. it lives underground
c. it has black and white strips
d. it eats dead things

6. Where do skunks go when the weather gets cold?_____________ 
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7. How does torpor help a skunk survive?_______________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

8. A male skunk is called a ____________. A female skunk is called a 
_____________. A baby skunk is called a _______________.

9. True or false: Newborn skunks have stripes.___________________ 

10. How does play help a baby skunk survive? _____________________

11. A group of skunks is called a:
a. herd
b. surfeit
c. flock
d. pride

12. Name three things a skunk might eat.  1) ______________ 2) 
________________ 3) ________________

13. What predator can easily get around skunks’ defenses, and 
how does it do it? _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Challenge: The striped skunk’s Latin name is Mephitis mephitis. Why do you think 
scientists give living things Latin names? Hint: The article mentions two other names for 
the skunk: skunk and segankw. ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. Where do skunks live? 
a. on farms
b. in towns
c. in cities
d. all of the above

2. What sense are skunks most likely to use to find prey?
a. sight
b. hearing
c. touch
d. smell
e. taste

3. How do skunks get ready for winter?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. Why won’t a mother skunk let male skunks near her kits? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. How do skunks help people? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases
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A den is 

 

An animal’s 
home

 is called its 

 
The process by which a 
body builds and breaks 

down molecules to 
carry out the business 
of staying alive is called

 

Metabolism is 

 

Nausea is the sense that you

 

When you feel 
like you need to throw up, 

you have a sense of 

 

An animal that kills 
and eats other 

animals is a 

 

A predator is 

 

Rabies is

 
A deadly disease caused 

by a virus that can infect 
skunks and other wild 

mammals as well as dogs 
and humans is called

fo
ld
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The area an animal 
lives in and defends 

is called its

 

A territory is an

 

When something 
is toxic, it is

 

When something is capable 
of poisoning, it is

 

To vaccinate is to

 
To give a weakened or 
dead form of a disease 

organism to help 
protect against 

disease is to
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