Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions
to “Hurrah for Muskrats!”

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, July–August 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—
Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback? How about a pink heelsplitter, pimpleback, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders,
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.
Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly?
Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.
Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing.
Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.
Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

“Hurrah for Muskrats!”Study Questions
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, July–August 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

1. Where in North America do muskrats live? ______________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. What kind of animal is a muskrat?
a. rodent
b. amphibian
c. primate
d. canid

3. According to the article, what is one trait all rodents share?
______________________________________________________________________

4. True or False: Muskrats have webbed feet that help them swim.
5. How does a muskrat’s underfur help it survive?
a. It helps keep the skin warm and dry
b. It traps air bubbles, helping the muskrat stay above water
c. It gives off a “musky” scent that scares away predators
d. a and b

6. How does a muskrat’s furless tail help it control its body
temperature?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

7. What does the “musk” in muskrat refer to?
____________________________________________________________________

8. Name four things a muskrat eats. ______________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9. The story tells us that 15 muskrats may live on an acre of land
and water. If seven muskrat pairs set up housekeeping on a pond
and each had three litters of six kits, how many muskrats would
there be by the end of the breeding season? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________

10. True or False: Muskrats hibernate in the winter.
11. Why isn’t the world overrun with muskrats?
____________________________________________________________________

12. Name three ways in which a muskrat affects its environment.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

13. True or False: Muskrats make their lodges from small tree trunks and branches.
14. Which of these is not true about muskrats?
a. They are born blind.
b. They have scales.
c. They can stay underwater without breathing for more than 10 minutes.
d. They eat snapping turtles.
			

Challenge: The story tells us that muskrats space their houses
about 60 feet apart. How might this help muskrats survive and
thrive? ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment
Name _________________________________ Period _____ Date ___________
1. If an animal is aquatic, what does that tell you about it?_____
____________________________________________________________________

2. Name two ways in which a muskrat’s tail helps it survive. _____
____________________________________________________________________

3. What is a baby muskrat called?
a. pup
b. kit
c. larva
d. nestling

4. True or False: A young muskrat learns how to swim before it can walk.
5. Would a muskrat be more likely to swim under water going
upstream or downstream? Explain your answer. _________________
____________________________________________________________________

6. How does a muskrat use the space between its front and back
teeth? ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

7. Why does a muskrat have “rat” in its name?
a. It has a tail like a rat
b. It is a kind of rat
c. It makes a rat-a-tat-tat sound with its teeth
d. It steals things from other animals

Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards
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Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or
your students to add new words or phrases

is

is known as

An animal that has

scales
is

A
torpedo

is known as

is

fold

fold

fold

fold

fold

fold

A tube-shaped weapon shot
through the water

