
to “The Glacier Did It”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, November–December 2017, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“The Glacier Did It” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March–April 2018, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. True or false? Glaciers seem to be moving, but in reality they stay in one place.  

2. What is glacial till? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3. How did most of Minnesota’s lakes form? ________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4. What do eskers tell us? 
a. where we might find snakes if we look under rocks
b. where rivers once ran beneath glaciers
c. where glaciers stopped advancing
d. how long glaciers covered Minnesota

5. What do terminal moraines tell us? 
a.  where glaciers stopped advancing
b.  where the beaches of glacial lakes were located
c.  where we should build airport terminals
d. how many times glaciers advanced and retreated

6. Name four places in Minnesota where you can see moraines. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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7. How might a drumlin provide a clue as to which direction the 
glacier that formed it was traveling? __________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

8. Striations are caused by ________________________________________

______________________ scraping against bedrock. 

9: How are erratics useful to geologists trying to piece together 
Minnesota’s past?
a. They provide clues as to what kind of rock is beneath the soil in a particular place.
b. They provide clues as to which direction the glacier that carried it was moving.
c. They provide reference samples for local studies.
d. They provide clues as to where the glacier came from.
e. a and c
f. b and d

10. What is Lake Agassiz? __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

11. Name three clues scientists have found that hint at Lake 
Agassiz’s past existence __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

12. True or false: Glaciers once covered all of Minnesota. 

Challenge: The glacial erratic in the photo on page 37 look like a large sphere split 
in half. If it’s 10 feet high, what would be the approximate volume of both halves put 
together?



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. How are land features shaped by glaciers like cups, plates, and 
food left over after a party?  _____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2. Why are eskers shaped like snakes? 
a. because they were formed by rivers that were curved
b. because glaciers moved like snakes as they moved across the land
c. because they were built by ancient people who liked snakes
d. because they are filled with snakes 

3. What is the difference between a terminal moraine and a 
ground moraine?  _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. Why might the part of a glacier that touches the land beneath 
it be liquid?  ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. What does it mean to say that mounds, piles, and pits have 
stories to tell?____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases
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The rock on which
 soil and other things 

build up is known as

 

Bedrock is the rock 
on which soil and 

other things build up

 

When two things are 
equivalent, they are

 

When two things 
are more or less 
the same, they are

 

Things that move 
against each 
other create 

 

Friction is 
created by 

 

A dug-out 
place 

is called a

 

A gouge is a

 

Remnants are 

 

Things that are left 
behind are called 

fo
ld
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A long, raised area 
is known as a 

 

A ridge is a

 

When something 
is vast, it is

 

Another word 
for very large is 
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