
to “What Kind of Fish Is That?”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“What Kind of Fish Is That?” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. What three things can provide useful clues for identifying a 
fish? ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. What is Minnesota’s state fish?
a. bluegill
b. walleye
c. sauger
d. northern pike 

3. Match the species of fish with the water body in which you 
would be most likely to find it:
rainbow trout    St. Croix River
sauger   Lake Superior
walleye   Mille Lacs Lake

4. Name three clues you could use to tell a sauger from a walleye.  
______________________________________________________________________

5. How did the walleye get its name?________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

6. What’s the best way to tell the three most common sunfish 
species apart?  ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


7. Why might you see a sunfish that has traits of different 
species?   __________________________________________________________

8. Match the trout species with its identifying trait:
brook trout    gold color
rainbow trout   pink or red band
brown trout   forked tail
      white edge on the front of fins
      red spot inside blue rings

9. Which trout species are native to Minnesota?
a. brook trout
b. brown trout
c. rainbow trout
d. a and b
e. all of them
f. none, Minnesota does not have native trout

10. True or False: A catfish got its name because it purrs like a cat. 

11. Which of these are you least likely to find in the Mississippi 
River?
a. smallmouth bass
b. brown trout
c. channel catfish
d. sauger

12. Where is one of the best places in North America to catch a 
big channel catfish?  _____________________________________________
   
Challenge: If a bluegill weighs two pounds and a green sunfish 
weight 8 ounces, how many sunfish would it take to weigh the 

same as three bluegills? __________________________________________



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. Why does Minnesota have so many fish species?       ____________
____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Match each trait with the species of fish:
spoon-shaped bill    rainbow trout
found in 1,700 Minnesota lakes pumpkinseed
flecks of bright orange on its sides muskie
dark lines radiating from its eye walleye
shaped like a football   paddlefish
eats mammals     channel catfish
not native to Minnesota  smallmouth bass
whiskers    largemouth bass

3. Name three clues you can use to tell a northern pike from a 
muskie.  ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. Name three fish you might find in the St. Croix River. __________
____________________________________________________________________

5. Name three fish with whiskers.  ________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

6. True or False: A largemouth bass’s mouth is larger relative to its body size than a 
smallmouth bass’s mouth is. 



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 
Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases

 

fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

 

An 
angler   

is a

 

  A 
person who tries to catch

a fish with a hook   
is called an  

 

If you are fishing in
backwaters,  
you are fishing in 

 

 

Another name for
the quiet part of a river away 

from the main flow   
is

 

An animal with   
 flecks  

is an animal with

 

An animal with 
spots    

is an animal with

 

When  
two different varieties 

or species    
mate, they produce a 

 
  
A

hybrid    
is the offspring of 

 

When something is 
protruding,   

it is

 

When something is   
sticking out,     

it is fo
ld
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Lines that 
radiate from a fish’s eye  

 
 

Lines that  
extend or move out from 

a fish’s eye    

 

An animal that is 
sleek   

is

 

An animal that is  
smooth and shiny   

is 

 
 

If you’ve  
stocked up   

on candy bars, you’ve

 

If you’ve  
created a supply   
of candy bars, you’ve 

 

A line that is  
vertical 

is

 

A line that is 
oriented up and down  

is

  

  

fo
ld


