
to “Fawn’s First Day” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2015, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How do 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How do birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions

Prepared by Jack Judkins, Curriculum Connections Minnesota

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


“Fawn’s First Day” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May–June 2015, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

1. A white-tailed doe may have as many as _________ fawns each 
spring.

2. What are the chances that a fawn will be a female? ___________
____________________________________________________________________

3. Why are state parks a good place for white-tailed deer? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. What is the placenta, and why is it important to the fawn? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. Why must the doe remain quiet while giving birth to her fawn? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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6. The doe eats the placenta to
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

7. What is imprinting?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

8. How does the doe’s milk protect the fawn from disease? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9. If you find a fawn in the woods, what should you do?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

10. During its first two weeks of life, what is a fawn’s best defense 
against predators? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

11. If a fawn moves away from its hiding place while its mother 
is gone, how does its mother find it?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

12. How does the doe protect her fawn if a predator approaches? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



13. Depending on its gender, a fawn stays with its mother for 
how long? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

14. Can you find the fawn in photo 15 on page 37? What makes 
the fawn so hard to locate? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Challenge: White-tailed fawns are precocial. What does that 
mean? Can you think other animal babies that are precocial? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. For most of the year white-tailed does live 
   A. in small family groups.
   B. in large family groups.
   C. alone.
   D. none of the above.

2. White-tailed fawns live on their mother’s milk for about
  A. 1 week.
  B. 2 weeks.
  C. 6 weeks.
  D. 10 weeks.

3. Fawns weigh between ____________ pounds when they are born.
  A. 2 and 6
  B. 5 and 8
  C. 6 and 10
  D. 10 and 12

4. The doe eats the fawn’s __________ to protect it from predators.
   A. placenta
   B. waste
   C. tracks
   D. A and B

5. White-tailed deer predators include:
  A. gray wolves.
  B. bobcats.
  C. coyotes.
  D. all of the above.  



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary 

abdomen also called the belly; contains the internal organs

antibody protein produced in the blood that fights bacteria and viruses

colostrum first milk a baby mammal receives from its mother 

habitat natural environment in which an animal or plant lives

home range area within which an animal spends its life

nutrients substances in foods that organisms need to survive and grow 

Odocoileus virginianus (genus and species) scientific name for white-tailed deer

oxygen abundant molecule in Earth’s atmosphere that animals must breathe to survive

predator animal that kills and eats other animals

weaning gradual transition from mother’s milk to adult diet

womb also called the uterus; organ within which the unborn animal develops



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases
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The abdomen is

 

What is also called the 
belly and contains 

the internal organs? 

 

An antibody is 

 

 A protein produced in the 
blood that fights bacteria 

and viruses is an

 

What is colostrum? 

 

The first milk a baby 
mammal receives from its 

mother is called

 

An organism’s habitat is

 

The natural environment 
in which an animal or 

plant lives is its

 

What is a home range?

 

The area within 
which an animal 

spends its life is called itsfo
ld
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What are nutrients?

 

Substances in foods that 
organisms need to survive 

and grow are called

 

What does
Odocoileus virginianus

mean?

 

The scientific name 
(genus and species) 

for white-tailed deer is 

 

What is 
oxygen?

 

An abundant molecule 
in Earth’s atmosphere that 
animals must breathe to 

survive is called

 

What is a predator?

 

An animal that 
kills and eats 

other animals is a

 

What is weaning?

 

The gradual transition 
from mother’s milk to 

adult diet is called

 

The womb is

 

Also called the uterus; an 
organ within which the 
unborn animal develops 

is called the
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