
to “Flesh Eaters!”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2019, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Flesh Eaters” Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2019, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

 1. This story mentions three kinds of insect that eat dead things. 
What are they?______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. Name three things besides dead animals burying beetles eat. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
  
3. How does a burying beetle find its meal? 
a. It flies around looking for a dead animal.
b. It flies around searching for the scent of a dead animal.
c. It hitchhikes on the back of a mite.
d. It hides in a trap under a tree until an animal falls in and dies.

4. True or false: Dozens of burying beetles work together to bury and eat a carcass. 

5. How does burying its meal benefit a burying beetle? ___________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

6. Why would a scavenger beetle run away if it feels vibrations?   
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


7. How do mites benefit burying beetles? 
a. They help dig a hole for the carcass.
b. They eat fly eggs and maggots that compete for the carcass.
c. They create the smell that lets beetles know where to find a carcass.

8. A win-win relationship between two kinds of living things is 
called a   ________________________.

9. True or false: Burying beetles use their antennae to detect the scent of a carcass. 

10. What happens to the carcasses that burying beetles break 
down? _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
 
 11. What two ways does the author use to find burying beetles? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

12. Why do scientists think we can no longer find American 
burying beetles in Minnesota? ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
 
Challenge: Name three ways burying beetles benefit other living 
things: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 

Name _________________________________  Period _____ Date ___________

1. Why are burying beetles called burying beetles?   ______________
____________________________________________________________________

2. Name three kinds of scavengers mentioned in the story.   ___
____________________________________________________________________

 3. How do phoretic mites help burying beetles?  _________________
____________________________________________________________________

4. How do burying beetles benefit the mites?  ___________________
____________________________________________________________________

5. Put the four life stages of a burying beetle in order, starting 
from egg.  __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

6. The way that burying beetles feed their young is most like the 
way: 
a. people feed their young
b. birds feed their young
c. fish feed their young

7. What do burying beetles do during the winter? 
a. they hibernate
b. they fly south
c. they overwinter as pupae
d. they keep finding and eating dead things, because things die all year round 

8. Why might you need a strong stomach to identify burying 
beetles?  __________________________________________________________

9. Which of the following is one of the main ideas of the story: 
a. Kids like insects more than adults do.
b. You can get sick if you touch dead things.
c. Burying beetles are part of a complex system that helps recycle dead animals.
d. Scientists can use traps to catch insects.



Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards 
Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or 
your students to add new words or phrases

 

fo
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fo
ld

fo
ld

fo
ld

 

Something that was injured 
or killed  

is called a 

 

A 
casualty 

is

 

 a body part that senses the 
presence of specific 
chemicals is known as  

 

 

A 
chemosensor  

is 

 

Another name for a 
 dead body 

is 

 

A 
corpse  

is 

 

The setting in which a plant 
or animal lives 

is called its 

 
  

Habitat 
is 

 

 Microbes  
are  

 

Bacteria and other living 
things too small to see 
without a microscope  

are called 

fo
ld
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fo
ld
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 Parts of food that living 
things need to survive 

are called   

 
 

Nutrients
are 

 

When an animal is  
regurgitating  

it is 

 

When an animal is 
throwing up  

it is 

 
 

A scavenger   
is

 

  An animal that eats garbage 
and dead things  

is

 

Another name 
for plants   

is 

 

Vegetation   
is 

  

  

fo
ld


