Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions
to “Songs of Spring”

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, March–April 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—
Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback? How about a pink heelsplitter, pimpleback, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders,
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.
Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly?
Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.
Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing.
Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.
Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

“Songs of Spring”Study Questions
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, March–April 2020, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

1. Name six kinds of American blackbirds.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

2. Name four traits that American blackbirds share.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

3. True or False: Female red-winged blackbirds have epaulets.
4. Which of these is an advantage of dividing habitats into
territories:
a. It helps make sure there is a good food supply.
b. It lets the male easily notice threats.
c. It reduces the spread of disease.
d. a. and b.
e. All of the above.

5. How big is a red-wing’s territory?
a. The size of a football field
b. The size of 30 football fields
c. It depends on the location
d. They don’t have territories.

6. What is a song spread?
a. The amount of territory a male red-wing defends
b. The act of spreading wings and displaying epaulets
c. The distance a male red-wing’s song carries
d. The length of time a male red-wing’s song lasts

7. Match the number to the trait it goes with:
number of red-wing territories an acre of wetland can support
number of eggs in a single nest 					
number of days it takes an egg to hatch				
number of miles red-wings might fly in winter to find food
number of days after hatching that a chick is ready to fly		

12
14
3-4
30
50

8. How do male red-winged blackbirds develop their song?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9. What do red-wings feed their young? __________________________
____________________________________________________________________

10. What animals eat red-winged blackbird nestlings?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

11. Why do red-wings hide when they are molting?
a. They can’t protect themselves from harm by flying away
b. To protect their young from predators
c. Because they are embarrassed that they don’t have feathers
d. To stay warm

12. What do red-wings eat? _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
			

Challenge: If a male redwing sings 300 times per hour, on average
how many seconds pass in between the beginning of two songs?
____________________________________________________________________

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment
Name _________________________________ Period _____ Date ___________
1. How does the spring migration of female red-wings differ from
that of male red-wings?
a. Females seem to return to the same place every year.
b. Females may arrive while there is still snow on the ground.
c. Females arrive in Minnesota later than males.
d. Females follow flyways.

2. How does singing and displaying his epaulets help a male
redwing survive and reproduce? _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____
____________________________________________________________________

3. Name three ways red-winged blackbirds use their song.

4. Put these events in the life of a red-wing chick in order:
The chick is ready to fly
The chick’s eyes open
The chick learns to find its own food
The chick starts hopping around and stretching its wings
The chick hatches

5. How does flocking help red-winged blackbirds survive? _____
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Student Study Guide: Vocabulary cards

is known as

If you have

an epaulet,
you have

When blackbirds

mob something,
they

When an animal

moves about watching an
area for danger
it

fold

A group of animals
that live together

fold

on its body, it has

fold

blaze

A body marking
is known as a

A colony
is

A decoration worn on
the shoulder
is known as

To

form a crowd
around something
is to

fold

When an animal has a

fold

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or
your students to add new words or phrases

When an animal

patrols an area
it

fold
fold
fold

is known as its

fold

The area an animal
lives in and defends

fold

is

fold

A roost

Another name for

a place to rest
is

A

territory
is

