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NATURALISTS

STUDY (QUESTIONS

TO0 “THUNDER ON THE PLAINS"

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota

Conservation Volunteer, September—October 2019, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other
montbh, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback? How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders,
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly?

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing.

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html

“THUNDER ON THE PLAINS" STUDY QUESTIONS

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, September—October 2019, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.
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1.NAME FOUR ANIMALS THAT ONCE LIVED » BUT NO LONGER LIVE, ALONGSIDE
BISON.

2.IN WHAT CENTURY DID BISON ALMOST BECOME EXTINCT?
a. 17th
b. 18th
c. 19th
d. 20th

3. BISON ARE IN THE SAME FAMILY AS CATTLE, SHEEP, AND GOATS. LisT six
TRAITS THESE FOUR KINDS OF ANIMALS HAVE IN COMMON.

4. How DID THICK FUR AND WIDE HORNS HELP ANCIENT BISON SURVIVE?

5. WHAT DO WILD BISON MAINLY EAT?
a. grasses and sedges

b. mammoths and ground sloths

c. hay

d. trees and shrubs


http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine

6. WHAT IS RUMINATION?

7.WHY DO BISON ROLL ON THE GROUND?

8. NAME THREE WAYS IN WHICH BISON HELP KEEP THE PRAIRIE HEALTHY.

9. LisT THE SEASON (SPRING, SUMMER, FALL, WINTER) FOR EACH EVENT
OR ACTIVITY:

Bison rub against trees and rocks to peel off their itchy fur.

Bison mate.

Bison grow fatter and put on extra layers of fur.

Bison move less than in other seasons.

Bison calves are born.

Bison calves sprout horns and a hump.

Male bison fight over females.

Bison begin looking for each other.

10. PUT THESE EVENTS IN ORDER FROM OLDEST TO NEWEST:
The last wild bison was seen in southwestern Minnesota

A small group of people worked to save Americas wild bison

The last ice age ended

There were tens of millions of bison in North America

William T. Hornaday found bison were almost gone

Native people obtained horses and guns from Spanish settlers

Bison first moved into North America

Blue Mounds State Park received several bison

11.WHY DID BISON ALMOST BECOME EXTINCT?

a. Horses and guns allowed people to kill more bison than they could with spears and
arrows.

b. Horses and cattle competed for grass and cattle made bison sick.

c. Settlers and railroads used their lands for other purposes.

d. People were allowed to shoot as many bison as they wanted.

e. All of the above.



12. THE TITLE OF THIS STORY IS “THUNDER ON THE PLAINS.” WHAT
“THUNDER" DOES THIS REFER TO?

a. Thunder from the rainstorms that provide water for wallows.

b. The sound of hoofbeats as bison stampede across the grasslands.

c. The sound a bison’s stomach makes as it digests tough grasses.

d. The sound of hunters shooting bison.

CHALLENGE: TALLGRASS PRAIRIE ONCE COVERED SOME 18 MILLION ACRES
OF MINNESOTA, ONE-THIRD OF THE STATE.ABOUT HOW MANY ACRES TOTAL
IS MINNESOTA?




MINNESOTA COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT

NAME PerioD DATE

1. WHY piD NATIVE AMERICAN PEOPLE STOP HUNTING BISON?

2.WHY DOES A BISON HAVE A HUMP ON ITS BACK?

3. NAME THREE KINDS OF GRASSES AND SEDGES BISON ARE LIKELY TO
FIND IN TALLGRASS PRAIRIE.

4 .WHyY piD NATIVE AMERICAN PEOPLE HUNT BISON?

5. WHAT “LESSONS FOR THE FUTURE' DOES THE STORY OF THE BISON
CARRY?

5.TRUE OR FALSE: ONLY ADULT MALE BISON HAVE HORNS.



STUDENT STUDY GUIDE:VOCABULARY CARDS

Cut along horizontal lines, fold in the middle and tape or staple. Blanks are provided to allow you or

your students to add new words or phrases

If you are n If you are
AGILE, 3 ABLE TO MOVE QUICKLY
you are "' AND EASILY,
you are
A DISGUISE THAT HELPS AN n CAMOUFLAGE
OBJECT BLEND IN WITH é is
ITS BACKGROUND ;
is called
When we n When we
CONSERVE SOMETHING, ) PROTECT SOMETHING FOR
we u- A LONG TIME,
we
AN ANIMAL THAT : A GRAZER
EAT PLANTS g is
is "'
A | A
MASSIVE g HUGE AND HEAVY
object is an object that is - object is




SOMETHING THAT MEETS
A LIVING THING'S NEEDS
is

A RESOURCE
is

A PERSON WHO PRESERVES
ANIMAL PARTS FOR DISPLAY
OR STUDY
is known as

FOLD ----------f---------- FOLD ----------

A
TAXIDERMIST
is

TENDONS
are

ROPELIKE STRUCTURES INSIDE
THE BODY THAT CONNECT
MUSCLES WITH BODY PARTS
are known as

= FOLD ----------4======-===- FOLD -----------1---=-===-= FOLD --=------=-{---====-==- FOLD === ----=---f--==-------



