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MINNESOTA RIVER
STATE TRAIL  
BIG STONE, CHIPPEWA, AND SWIFT COUNTIES

MORE INFORMATION
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources Information Center
500 Lafayette Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040 
888-646-6367 | mndnr.gov/trails

SHARE THE TRAIL

• Stay on designated trail.
• Keep right so others can pass.
• Keep pets on leash and pick up waste.
• Obey traffic signs and rules.
• Pack out all garbage and litter.
• Respect adjoining landowner’s rights and

privacy.
• Verbally warn other trail users if passing from

behind.
• Maintain safe speeds and control.
• Overnight camping and campfires are permitted

only on designated campsites. Do not leave
them unattended.

• Enjoy the beauty of wild plants and animals, but
leave them undisturbed for all to enjoy.

• Trail users are legally responsible for obeying
the rules and regulations provided in Minnesota
Rules, 6100.3000.

ABOUT THE TRAIL

Four segments of the Minnesota River State Trail have Migratory birds frequent the region during spring and qui Parle Wildflife Management Area. 
been completed, which bring the total length to more fall. Birdwatchers can look out for waterfowl like 
than 14 miles. The trail connects users from the mallards, blue-winged teal and Canada geese. Other Milan - 3.3 miles
communities of Ortonville, Appleton, Milan, and common bird species are eastern bluebird, western A 3-mile paved section connects the City of Milan to the 
Montevideo to the Minnesota River valley. meadowlark, red-tailed hawks, bald eagle, wild turkey, Milan beach area and Lac qui Parle Lake.

ring-necked pheasant and owl. 
The Minnesota River winds its way southeast for 320 Montevideo - 5.5 miles
miles from Big Stone Lake on the Minnesota–South White-tailed deer, red and gray foxes, other small A 5.5-mile paved section, development from an 
Dakota Border to merge with the Mississippi River in St. mammals, amphibians and turtles frequent the trail area. abandoned railroad grade, that connects the city of 
Paul at Fort Snelling. Water from a 17,000 square-mile Montevideo to Wegdahl County park. 
watershed drains to the Minnesota River and includes Ortonville - 3.3 miles
land from three different states. A 3-mile paved section connects the City of Ortonville to 

Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge. For more information 
The Minnesota River Valley is home to a landscape that about Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge visit 
includes prairies, grasslands, farmland, wooded areas, https://www.fws.gov/refuge/big-stone. 
wetlands, scenic overlooks and small bluffs. The diverse 
landscape was created by retreating glaciers over 10,000 Appleton - 2.4 miles
years ago. A 2.4-mile paved section starts in the City of Appleton 

and extends west to the Minnesota River ending at Lac 

PARKING AVAILABLE
DO NOT LEAVE VALUABLES IN YOUR VEHICLE

Ortonville Milan Montevideo
• At the trailhead on County Road 30 • At trailhead on Lac qui Parle Ave/MN Highway 40. • At trailhead parking lot on Ashmore Ave.
• At Lakeside Park on Lakeside Park Lane • MN Highway 7 at Lions Park • Larson Park parking lot on Lincoln Ave.

• At fishing pier at Milan beach • Windom Park parking lot
Appleton • At Wegdahl County Park
• City streets

SEGMENT PROFILES
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DON’T GET LOST!
Navigate with your phone! 
The Avenza Maps® app uses 
GPS location tracking, so you 
can stay found, even off the 

grid. After you have downloaded the 
app and map, no internet or cell 
service is needed. 

Search “MNDNR” plus the park or 
trail name in the Avenza app store to 
download our free maps, or scan the 
codes to the left to download. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

This information may be available in
alternative format upon request.




