DAVID DILL - ARROWH EAD, THE ARROWHEAD & TACONITE STATE TRAILS are located in northern Minnesota’s Itasca, Koochiching and St. Louis counties. They are primarily snowmobile trails and form the backbone to MAP KEY

TACONITE & an extensive Grant-in-Aid trail system. Portions of both trails are suitable for horseback riding, as well as mountain biking, hiking and backpacking in the summer. Call the DNR for specific
information. TRAILS & THEIR PERMITTED USES
DAVID DILL - TACONITE The Arrowhead State Trail stretches 135 miles, from 10 miles west of Tower at the intersection of the Taconite State Trail, to Ericsburg, 10 miles south of International Falls. Arrowhead State Trail
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HISTORY INFORMATION MAP KEY

The Arrowhead and Taconite State Trails were Black spruce is also harvested in this manner, but it is .. . . TRAILS & THEIR PERMITTED USES TRAIL SYMBOLS
developed by the DNR with ongoing assistance from usually seeded to get new trees on the site. White spruce, For travel planning information contact: S Trail ‘
the counties, other local governments, U.S. Forest norway and white pine are usually thinned a number of tate Jral Snowmobile [ rerine
Service, private businesses and trail groups. The trails times before the final harveét is cijﬁertaken whvlen aIId A MN Office of Tourism DNR Regional Office -
connect towns and travel past lakes, rivers, resorts, remaining trees are removed and the site is replanted wit . ) X-Country Ski Campground
mining sites, logging camps and trappers' shacks. seedlings. 100 Metro Square, 121 7th Place East 1201 E. Highway 2 e State Trail - ATVs allowed . Y
St. Paul MN 55101-2146 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 (218) 999-7920 - el
The earliest known inhabitants of the area, living Most tree species harvested in Minnesota are used to 651-296-5029 (metro area) *DNR Taconite Trail Hdqtrs. (Grand Rapids ° Hiking Shelter
thousands of years ago, left pictographs (rock make paper and waferboard, but larger trees are also used 1-888-TOURISM (toll free) Area) . mmmmees State Forest & Park Trail
paintings) and petroglyphs (rock carvings) north of to make lumber, cabinets, and furniture parts. =2 Shelter/Campsite m Picnic Area
the present trail area. Many Indian tribes had settled 1-800-766-8687 (Canada) (218) 999-7923 A
in the area, including the Lakota, Dakota and more When traveling near a harvesting site please watch outfor State Park Ski Trails
recently in history, the Ojibway (Chippewa). logging trucks and other equipment. MN Department of Natural Resources DNR Arrowhead/Taconite Trail (Tower Area) Hdgtrs. o 1 2 3 4 s
European immigration forced the Ojibway to move In addition to the natural resources provided by the forest, DNR Information Center 650 Highway 169 ‘ SCALE:  one inch equals four miles
west along the St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes. the discovery of iron ore dramatically changed northern 500 Lafayette Road Tower, MN 55790 .. Grant=in—Aid Trails
They entered present day northern Minnesota in the Minnesota. The rich iron ore deposits contributed to the St. Paul MN 55155-4040 (218) 753-2580
late 1600s. The lake and forest resources provided industrialization of the whole country. The development of 651-296-6157 (metro area)
the Ojibway with abundant fish and wildlife in spite the mining industry created a large demand for labor. This .
of the harsh winters. However, continued led to a wave of European immigration and to the growth 1-888-646-6367 (toll free) ~ emmeees Other Trails Trail Mileage
immigration eventually forced them from most of of the "Iron Range" and its associated mining towns. The
their land. mining industry started to decline as the rich ore was used DNR provides outdoor recreation information, N
up. The industry was reinvigorated for a time by the . -
Fur trade began in this area in 1679. development of taconite, the mining process that made brochures, maps and snow & trail conditions.
French-Canadian voyageurs from Montreal and mining of lower grade iron ore economically viable. The
Quebec came west to participate in the fur trade mining industry has experienced ongoing restructuring —
with the American Indians. The trade was dominated which results in lower employment levels.
first by the French, then British and finally the
Americans.

The fur trade era lasted about 175 years. When it
ended, many voyageurs and new immigrants turned
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