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Route Descri ption of the River 68.7 Otter Lake carry-in access/County Road 82 bridge. 40.8 County Road 1 bridge.
68.4 Enter city of Hutchinson. - 38.1 County Road 84 bridge. .
NOTE: (R) and (L) represent right and left banks of the river when facing downstream. ggi?i)) od dIerciFOeV';[:SS (C:::%/l PPS:II((- tt::”:: :ggeess:, Silgrrl]ilg g:eeg Zr?g :gssgggmg ggg Eg&?ﬁéggg? gobJI!]E[ige/ City of Lester Prairie. Carry-in Access fN Dam
. . 67:1(L) Western/Masonic City Park-trailer ac’cess, camping, picnic area,' 32:4(R) Confluence Silver Creek. ®®  Trailer Access e  River Mile

96.2 State Highway 4 bridge. and restrooms. 31.5(R) Confluence Buffalo Creek.
94.7 Luce Line State Trail bridge. 67.0(L) trailer access. 29.3( ) County Road 33 bridge. Park/Rest Area "| Designated Public Land
94.0 State Highway 7 bridge/City of Cosmos. 67.0(L) JC Riverside City Park.- trailer access, picnic area and restrooms. 26.2 County Road 32 bridge. L]
gg%%LZ 8322l£rwpw'£h King’s Creek. 66.6 gta([n, _Ir_)or_tlage_ C?ecessary. State Highways 15/7 and Luce Line g%? 8oun:y Soag gg grigge/City of Mayer. Drinking Water Municipality

- LA . _— ate Trail bridges. . ounty Roa ridge.
89.5 145th St. bridge, low bridge. Could be dangerous in high water. 65.0 State Highway922 bridge. 195 State Iillighway 7 brid%e. B Fishing Pier W.M.A = Wildlife Management Area
ggg ?ng 'g‘;’ebr?é';ge- 62.7 County Road 8 bridge. 16.0 State Highway 25 bridge.

g c 0 61.1 County Road 67 bridge. 15.4-13.5 City of Watertown. PN  Camparound W.PA. = Waterfowl P ion A
86.1 County Road 1 bridge. 60.4(R) Confluence McCuen Creek. 14.0 County Road 10/Luce Line State Trail bridge. = - aterfowl Protection Area
2451(1) %Sg:ﬂ if}ebrtl)?%%e gg; 553 RSIEIate Hig\?vl\iay \2/\2/ Il\)/lrilcbﬂ\ge. 13.8 Lt())w heacgl}I %arln. P?r:tage Ieft_nece§s?][[y. Trailer access N \\atercraft Camping

- : - .7-55. assen Valley W.M.A.. above and below the dam, river right.

82.6 County Road 35 bridge. o : : 57.7 ( )County Road)éll bridge. 10.0 Eastwood Ave. (Half-way) bridge.g
79.2 State Highway 7/Luce Line State Trail bridge/City of Cedar Mills. 56.4 City of Biscay/State Highway 22 bridge. 6.2 US Highway 12 bridge, city of Delano.
7.0 Township Road 140 bridge. Meeker/McLeod County boundary. 56.7-55.8 McLeod Pheasants Forever W.M.A.. 1. 9(L) Carry-in access.
;‘518 -Cr%"l;’rr]‘f;‘goigald‘l“g i%ggge- 54.8 County Road 71 bridge. 0.0 Confluence of North Fork of the Crow River. 01 2 3 4 5 6 7 Miles
74.0 County Road 58 bridge: 32;3 ggﬂﬂg Egjﬂ %%mgg?' b Kilometers NORTH
70.7 County Road 59 bridge. 43.8 County Road 15 bridge.
< =1, Spontans
‘?E’— Q/ Lake é_.': 3 ¢
'S, o v ; 3 );;
The.North Fork of the Cromf is also a | Z é Rockford
e et LA EVAE
northforkcrowri;er or call 1-888-MINNDNR K ‘m Egl?e 0; Ii‘akf( gebec::aah Br\
N CdRE arl eserve
=/ ~
@ .3
. Robina
[25] ke G Rebia
W.M.A.
Lake & / j &
@\ Belle “'J /\ )
Lake @ W.MA.
d G l f @ j
E;)I?es 4 Gmbs t @ ~ Pooes
Lake Lake J
rS\?'R,Ifo Aiﬂgrllseon Lake Hallr-|daerr(1:1 €n Cedar 33 | B\A ( -
W.PA.) Lake =~ Ad @ -
Hoff Py \ WRIGHT CO. =7
@) </ WPA. i ) CARVER CO.
’_\—"—\\ 1%5th St. ﬁ 5/ Stahl { oo \J—/@ @ RJohnson Park = ’_?\(
r""\o /'b}“ Lake T @) — Watertown S‘tat/ =
? Thompson Low Bridge 140th St. 85 : @ @ / oy Pl oo e = e — -— Lo —— ~ Oak Nj
Lake P‘?te}:\,ﬁ?‘l hazatd V‘\J E L /eferxdls & @ A Lake
in high water l'n_ @
R \C L > —— S 7 CaL bell v/ @
== 7 [,\j\ Pierce @ @) ’ e @ Mud
g \)’}S' L Lake @ [ ' p @ Swede i
<4 4 y Lake
{\_/ \ 7 ( \_\ T 7 o \’\CD Lli_p;?(ert
TR 48 Brldge Lake Western/Masonic \ n6/ ? p
\'_\_Bi;z:kfneld Elf /ﬁ/ Prieve)y’ a M <S)_Luce > . [7] = / Hollywood 2
WT@ MEEKER co. M4 — — 2, silversSilveriake LaKEREEY \’\\y_,,/
\_ RENVI LE CO. § ~ A o / =5 (0 Lk I'Yeliukg = Goose @
> K @ R°b;:_lié. & IJVV{,'I " W_f o fgl?:h S|Iver )ﬁ?ﬁfﬁl\v New Germatly Lake b \ >
e o Otter mson / 7 Mayer
i = Lake L
| ¢ =d g S | s apnd ™ /- s
Lak
\ J e McCuen @ @ Berliner N 7 E\gl?g
West " Lake Zlf\k
‘\ Lynn (’/\' f C‘e Gravel Pits
#1748 and
Lake W.M.A. €
% HH ;H Patterson
\_\ Bﬁ\;VngkAe B Heatwole pENa A]
- e arper = McLeod
Lake Bisca, Pheasants @ < [ 2]
@ I\,P/_@ \\_\ Forever ﬁj Bayklall; I@
{~ F&sr':/tlage \ @ \/_/\ mi
/\ ]TI } WA Eaﬁl'e
ake
{_J\ Suﬂtgr \ { 3
E § 2N
Respect
Private

Propert
) p ﬁy




STATE WATER TRAIL MAP

South Fork of the

Crow River

MINNESOTA

STATE PAR

MINNESOTA

MNDNR

PineCity e

Lake

Koronis

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

This information is available in alternative
format upon request.

Online water trail information and maps can be
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The South Fork of the Crow River

Originating from Little Kandiyohi Lake, the
South Fork of the Crow River flows 104 miles
through Kandiyohi, Meeker, McLeod, Carver and
Wright Counties during its journey to join the
Mississippi River in Dayton.

The stretch between Little Kandiyohi Lake and
Cosmos is fairly straight and narrow, having been
channelized for agricultural drainage. However,
starting in Cosmos and continuing downstream,
the river starts to show some of its wonderful
scenic and recreational qualities. Between
Cosmos and
Hutchinson,
the river flows
through a
gently rolling
landscape of
grassy fields,
ridges, and
forested
banks. This
stretch also
offers a nice
mixture of
slow pools
and swift
riffles. The
Main Street
Dam in
Hutchinson
gives rise to
Campbell and
Otter Lakes, which combine to form a 1.3-mile
basin just before town.
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Between Hutchinson and Mayer, the river
narrows and reverts to an untamed state, featuring
banks thick with overhanging trees, meandering
river bends, and numerous snags and logjams.
Parts of this stretch may be dangerous or
impassable due to the amount of sweepers,
strainers, and large logjams.

The river widens downstream from Mayer,
flowing through the towns of Watertown and
Delano on its way to the confluence with the
North Fork of the Crow River near Rockford.
This stretch is ideal for beginners and family
paddling, and has several nice day trip options.

Crow River Watershed

Winding their way through portions of 10
different counties, the North Fork, South Fork,
and Main Branch of the Crow River are part of
the 2,750 square-mile Crow River Watershed
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located in south-Central Minnesota. The
watershed of the South Fork alone covers 1,270
square miles. The prairie and the forest biomes
meet here, though now most land use in the South
Fork’s watershed is for agricultural purposes, and
contains little of the once-native prairie. Various
state and local agencies, user groups, and other
volunteers are working to increase wildlife
habitat, native prairie, and the water quality in the
South Fork Watershed.

History

The Dakota Sioux tribe originally named the river
“Hassan,” meaning “hard maple.” The river was
eventually renamed by the Ojibwa Indians after
the crow, or “marauder of newly planted corn.”
The Dakota Sioux also named the headwaters of
the South Fork, Lake Kandiyohi, which means
“where the buffalo fish come.” This phrase
describes the upstream spawning migration of the
buffalo fish, which were commonly harvested.

The South Fork used to be flanked by the “Big
Woods” of maple, basswood, and elm trees. This
forest teemed with wildlife, and was considered
sacred hunting grounds by the Native Americans.

Lured by reports of the rich soil of the region,
white settlers first came to the region in 1850s,
and soon established the towns of Hutchinson and
Watertown, followed by Delano. The settlers had
to rely upon the abundant fish and game while
they cleared the woods for farming. Once
agriculture was established, the towns served as
milling sites for their grains, which could be
shipped down the river in high water.

As white settlers came to the region, skirmishes
between Native Americans and settlers became
common, culminating in the Dakota War of
1862-1865. In 1937, the city of Hutchinson built
a statue commemorating Little Crow, leader of
the Dakota Sioux during that uprising. The statue
was designed by renowned wildlife artist Les
Kouba, and can still be seen today.

Wildlife

The South Fork of the Crow River is home to a
wide array of creatures. Mammals such as otter,
mink, beaver, deer, fox, and raccoon make their
homes along the banks of the Crow. Painted, soft
shell, and snapping turtles can be seen regularly,
and the river corridor is home to many bird
species. If you are lucky you may catch a glimpse
of an owl, eagle, or hawk. Ducks, geese, and
other waterfowl are abundant, and each fall
beautiful wood ducks frequent secluded areas of
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the river before their migration to warmer
climates.

Over 500 waterfowl, including Canada geese,
pintails, snow geese, blue geese, and wood ducks,
call the Gopher Campfire Wildlife Sanctuary on
the shores of the South Fork in Hutchinson home.
The sanctuary is also home to wildlife such as
deer and turkeys.

Recreation

Local user groups have undertaken efforts to
improve the river between Cosmos and Biscay,
and routinely hold meetings and events on the
river near Hutchinson. The Luce Line State Trail
runs along the South Fork of the Crow River,
crossing the river in Cosmos and Cedar Mills,
bordering the river in Hutchinson and crossing
again in Watertown. Hiking, biking, camping,
picnicking, fishing, canoeing, boating,
snowmobiling and relaxing are enjoyed by a
variety of user groups.

Fishing is another favorite pastime along the
banks of the South Fork. Popular spots include
below the dams in Hutchinson and Watertown,
and Otter Lake in Hutchinson. The river has a
diverse fish population consisting of 21 species.
Northern pike, walleye, panfish, and channel
catfish are the most popular game species. Ask
the DNR Information Center or the Department
of Health for the most recent issue of the Fish
Consumption Advisory for the South Fork.

Rating White Water

Rivers and rapids are rated according to the
International Scale of River Difficulty. Ratings
are estimates based on observations at low or
moderate water levels or on secondhand reports.

CLASS I. Easy rapids with small waves and few
obstructions.
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CLASS Il. Rapids with waves up to three feet
high. Some maneuvering is required.

CLASS Il1. Difficult rapids with high, irregular
waves capable of swamping an open canoe.
Narrow chutes may require extensive
maneuvering. Usually considered the limit for an
experienced paddler in an open canoe.

CLASS IV. Long, turbulent rapids with high,
irregular waves, constricted passages and blind
drops. Decked canoes and kayaks only; open
canoes should be portaged.

CLASS V. Long, violent rapids with complex
routes and steep drops or waterfalls. Hazard to
life in the event of a mishap. Runnable only by
experts in decked boats.

CLASS VI. Cannot be attempted without great
risk to life.

Planning A Safe River Trip

A successful river trip is safe. To enjoy a safe
journey, you should be prepared by acquainting
yourself with your route. Choose a distance that
is comfortable for you. Water levels can speed up
or slow down your trip: get information about
water levels from the regional DNR office, DNR
website, or DNR Information Center. Protect the
water and shorelands and leave nothing behind
you except footprints. Remember that much of
the shorelands are privately owned.

e Travel with a companion or group. Plan your
trip with a map before you depart and advise
someone of your plans, including planned
departure and arrival times.

* Most people paddle two to three river miles
per hour.

* Bring a first-aid kit that includes waterproof
matches.

» Be cautious of river obstructions, such as
overhanging and dead trees in the river.

* You must pack out all trash.
» Leave only footprints; take only photographs!

Boating Information

* Wear a U. S. Coast Guard-approved personal
flotation device that state law requires to be
on board the craft.

e Bring an extra paddle.

« Not all portions of this water trail are suitable
for motor use.
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» Register your watercraft. All watercraft more
than 9 feet in length, including nonmotorized
canoes and kayaks, must be registered in
Minnesota or your state of residence.

Rest Areas and Camping Sites

e Public rest areas are available along the route
to rest, picnic and explore.

e Camp only in designated campsites, which are
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

» Bring drinking water. It is only available at a
limited number of rest areas. Drinking river
water is not recommended

» Respect private property. Stop only at
designated sites; much of the shoreland is
private property.

» Be sanitary! Use designated toilet facilities or
bury human waste away from the river.

Sustainable Ecosystems

Outdoor recreation is dependent on a healthy
and attractive natural environment. Sustainable
outdoor recreation enables people to enjoy the
outdoors without negative impacts on the
environment.

Communities working together can improve
water resources by promoting environmentally
sensitive land-use practices along rivers and
throughout watersheds.

Natural shoreline buffers improve water
quality by filtering out pollutants and sediments.
Healthy and diverse native shoreline plant
communities are attractive and provide important
habitat for birds and wildlife.
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