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Utility License Training

DNR Division of Lands and Minerals | Regional Operations

m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES Utility License Workshop |www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.html



Training Overview

1. Introduction to the Utility License
Program

2. Legal Information

3. Utility License Application Overview

4. Funding Restrictions
5. Submitting a Complete Application

6. Finalization of the Utility License
Application Process

7. Maintenance of Existing Utility Lines

8. Additional Resources & Conclusion
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Section 1 - Overview

1. Region Staff Introductions
2. General Overview

3. Public Land Crossings

4. Public Water Crossings




Region Staff Introductions

Utility licenses are processed by DNR
staff who work in the region in which
your project is located.

Our regional offices are located in:
Bemidji

Grand Rapids

St. Paul

New Ulm

A link to this statewide DNR region map
is located on our webpage. DNR LAV
Regional Operations Contact
(state.mn.us)
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This map identifies the DMNR's four administrative
regions that became effective [anuary |, 2007,
Regional headquarters are located in Bemidii,
Grand Rapids, 5t Pawl, and Mew Ulm.

DNR Lands and Minerals
IXRegional Operations Contacts

.......

52 Lewis

MNorthwest Region: Cheryl Kelley-Dotiie
harylked

2115 Birchmone Beach Rd, NE
e, M S0601 {218) 308-2627

hortheast Region: foe Rokala

joerokala@state mn.us

1201 Exst

2
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 | LRI

Central Region: Martha Vickery

i tha. vickery@state mn.us

1200 Warner Road

St Paul, MM 55106 (651) 259-5792

South Region: Benjomin J. Schoefer

benjamin schaefer{@atate mn.ug

21371 State Hwy 15
New Ulm, MN 56073 | (507) 2331211

......

Map by DMR Lands and Minerals Divisicn
February 27,2019



https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regional_operations_contacts.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regional_operations_contacts.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regional_operations_contacts.pdf

General Program Overview

The DNR manages 5.6 million acres of state
land on behalf of the citizens of Minnesota.

A utility crossing license must be obtained
from the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) for the passage of any utility crossin
over, under, or across any state land or public
water.

Utility licenses are generally required for the
installation of electrical, pipeline, and
communication projects.

The DNR’s Division of Lands & Minerals is
responsible for granting licenses to utility
companies crossing state land or public water
with utility infrastructure projects.

Utility licenses are granted for a term of 25 or
50 years and may be renewed when they
expire. Most licenses are issued for a term of
50 years.

— 11% State*
— 6% Cnunty-rnana,ged

state land

—— 7% Federal & other

76% Private
*lncludes <1% non-DNR

administered state land



Public Lands Crossings

[} P
) ) Public Land in Minnesota
To confirm that your project crosses state land managed

by DNR, consult the DNR website for interactive maps.

* MN DNR Recreation Compass =

R -2 L Nertheas

* MN DNR Landview =

* ArcGIS shape files of DNR-managed land are
available at Minnesota Geospatial Commons.

Total Percent

DMR - ¥
Putkes s | pumee i DR - B P
arec — Public Land
tar R - 1%

If a project crosses state land managed by another g o lam | -

%
™
-3 Puicoan | puie-sw DRR - T% Cottonr
e — co e - 7% o, SO I 5% - 10%

agency (MnDOT, for example), the utility company L e e :1 — .
proposing the crossing must contact that agency. If a “""_;__; ...M"‘:; ;_-,-‘Q""' |
project crosses tax-forfeited land, the utility company =2 EENRE e A

must contact the county in which the land is located. ] = t_; Mﬁg?“



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/compass/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/landview/index.html?layers=lakes+roads+cent_popplpt1
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/plan-stateland-dnrcounty

Public Waters Crossings

The term “public waters” is defined by Minnesota law. Minn. Stat. sec.
103G.005, subdivision 15.

Public waters are generally depicted on the Public Waters Inventory list,
the Public Waters Inventory maps, or both.

It is important to confirm if a utility project crosses a public water body.
Please locate all project crossings on Public waters inventory maps.

* Note: Not all public waters are on the PWI maps. Contact your
Regional LAM staff with questions.

Public waters basin GIS data used for the GIS-based PWI maps are available
at Minnesota Geospatial Commons.



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103G.005#stat.103G.005.15
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwi/maps.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/water-mn-public-waters
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Section 2 - Overview

1. Legal Requirements For DNR Utility
Licenses

2. Possible Constraints

3. Limited Situations Where a DNR Utility
License May Not Be Needed

4. Signature Authority
5. Application-Part of License

6. Disclaimer




Legal Requirements for DNR Utility Licenses

Minnesota Statutes section 84.415 and
Minnesota Administrative Rules
chapter 6135

* 6135.0820 - Fees
* 6135.1000 - Design standards

Minimum adverse impact on the
environment

Utility license statute permissive; DNR
not required to grant a license

 Existing land uses not compatible

e Resource review

Office‘ of the Revisor of Statu

Retrieve by number | Statutes + [eloMESIEITCRNE:IUEIN TSR elel T g HH[ES

2022 Minnesota Statutes > NATURAL RESOURCES > Chapter 84 » Section 84.415

4 84.41

2022 Minnesota Statutes

84.415 UTILITY LICENSES; PERMITS.

Subdivision 1. Utility companies; permit to cross state-owned lands
shall, on or before January 1, 1974, promulgate in the manner provided by cl
criteria governing the sale of licenses permitting the passage of utilities over
include provisions to insure that all projects for which licenses are sold will |
environment. The commissioner of natural resources may, at public or privat
as are specified in the rules (except where prohibited by law) grant licenses |
part of any school, university, internal improvement, swamp, tax-forfeited o1
of the commissioner of natural resources. of telephone, telegraph, and electri
underground or otherwise, or mains or pipe lines for gas, liquids, or solids in



Possible Constraints

May not unduly interfere with existing
land use

e Additional coordination may be
needed (for example, state
metallic mineral leases, existing
easements, leases, licenses, etc.)

Restrictions on DNR'’s ability to grant
utility licenses

 Deed restrictions

* Funding restrictions

Stéte
Wlldllfe

Management

Area

open

to Public hunﬁng

#5012 Depar)

RN OF Mgy g
- Sources




Limited Situations Where a DNR Utility License

May Not Be Needed

Pre-existing right prior to State
ownership

 Existing easement (look at
language in the instrument)

* Prescriptive rights (supported by
documentation)

* Only on land DNR acquired

 Not valid on lands State has
owned since statehood
(for example, School Trust Lands)




Signature Authority

Signature authority: person(s) signing a
utility license on behalf of an entity
must have legal authority to bind the
entity to the license requirements.
e Note: The application can be
signed by the utility company or
its agent.

DNR may require additional
documentation to evidence signature
authority, such as an authorizing
resolution.

e Delegation of Authority

e Board Resolution




Application-Part of License

The final application is incorporated into
DNR’s utility license document and
becomes legally binding.

* Crossing location, installation
method, etc.

e Other items licensee has
committed to.



Disclaimer

NOTICE

This presentation is not legal advice.
Consult with your legal staff regarding legal questions.

Reach out to LAM Regional Operations with questions about DNR requirements.

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands minerals/regionalops.html



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html

m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Section 3 - Utility License Application Overview




Section 3 - Overview

1. Overview of the Utility License
Application

2. Benefits of Submitting a Complete
Application

3. Construction Design To Limit
Natural Resource Impacts (MN Rules
6135)

4. Construction Methods

5. Construction Plans and Maps

6. Review of DNR Utility License Website



Overview of the Utility License Application

State land crossings and public water crossings must __ _ —

be on separate applications. Only one company and et R

utility type per application iy st s sets st e b en.
Example: a fiber optic line and electric line RS A e
would need separate applications even if B v LS

using the same bore.

An application may have as many crossings as
necessary if they are all part of the same project and
the same utility type. Submit associated land and
water crossing applications at the same time.

Please fill out the application completely, following the
instructions and provide the requested additional
information and maps. If we do not have a complete
application, we will ask for more information and it
will delay the processing of your application (2 weeks B

or more). We have multiple applications to process at e S e b
any given time. -

ity i, (s Apgkiant cantifs that e

o aipgrowved By DNF Lands and bisorals on 6232000 lofd



Benefits of Submitting a Complete Application

Minnesota state law requires a utility license

application. J ‘
It's The Law.

Minnesota state and federal laws require

avoiding the destruction of threatened and <4

endangered species.

'
A complete application, including the m
required documentation, will save time for
you and allow DNR staff to focus on the

processing of applications. SAVE TIME



Construction Design To Limit Natural Resource Impacts

(MN Rules 6135)

The Department of Natural Resources is required to | Ry
follow Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 6135,
Utility Crossings. See: 6135 - MIN Rules Chapter

Office of the Revisot' of Statutes

Retrieve by number GD Statutes Laws Rules Court Rules

Rules i

» Matural Resources Department » Chapter 6135

Minnesota Administrative Rules

The application requirements help DNR to fulfill CHAPTER 6135, UTILITY CROSSINGS
statute req u | rements. DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Part Title
6135.0100 POLICY.

61350200 DEFINITIONS.

M 61350300 SEVERABILITY.
Statute includes rules for: e T eaenEs
61350500 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]
61350510 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]

61350520 ERATE TABLE I, NARROW UNDEEWATEE. CROSSINGS.

* Fee schedules and rate tables $1350600  [Repealed. 15 SR 1362]
61350610 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]
6135.0620 RATE TABLE II. WIDE UNDERWATEER. CROSSINGS.
61350700 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]

° E t I t t 6135.0710 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]

nvironmenta pro ections £135.0720 RATE TABLE III, OVERWATER CROSSINGS.
6135.0800 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]
6135.0810 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]

. 6135.0820 RATE TABLE IV, PUBLIC LAND CROSSINGS.

o ROUte d nd StrUCtU re deS|gn 61351000 PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT.
61351100 STANDARDS FOR ROUTE DESIGN.
£135.1200 STANDARDS FOR STRUCTURE DESIGN.

61351300 CONSTRUCTION METHODS.

¢ COﬂStf‘UCtIOI’] methOdS and more 61351400 SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS.

61351500 RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE.

61351600 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.
61351700 LICENSE CONDITIONS.
61351800 CANCELLATION OF LICENSE.



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6135/

Construction Design To Limit Natural Resource Impacts

(MN Rules 6135)

s R,

Office of the Revisot' of Statutes

Retrieve by number G0 Statutes Laws Rules CourtRules

Rules i

Companies are required to follow the least
impactful environmental construction method
regardless of cost.

» Natural Resources Department > Chapter 6135

Minnesota Administrative Rules

CHAPTER 6135, UTILITY CROSSINGS
DEPARTMENT OF WATURAT RESOURCES

If a company is unable to do a project with the least  |rar e

6135.0100 POLICY.

6135.0200 DEFINITIONS.

impactful construction method, the company must S1350i00 SEVERABILITY.

6135.0400 FEE SCHEDULES.

. . 6135.0500 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]
explaln Why anOther methOd Was the Only Vlable giwtig E!S;?EaleﬁzL?ESngERO\VL‘hDERW’ATER CROSSINGS.
6135.0600 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]

O t | 0 n 6135.0610 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]
p . 6135.0620 RATE TABLE II, WIDE UNDERWATER CROSSINGS.
6135.0700 [Repealed, 15 SR 1362]

61350710 [Repealed, 28 SR 545]
° P . D . . 6135.0720 RATE TABLE III, OVERWATER CROSSINGS.
t t 6135.0800 [R led, 15 SR 1362]
roject bescription EGRiG [Repeled 20 SR 4%
6135.0820 RATE TABLE IV, PUBLIC LAND CROSSINGS.
61351000 PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT.
. . . ° 6135.1100 STANDARDS FOR ROUTE DESIGN.
* Underwater Application Considerations (1351200 STANDARDS FOR STRUCTURE DESIGN.
61351300 CONSTRUCTION METHODS.
61351400 SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS.
6135.1500 RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE.

6135 1600 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.
61351700 LICENSE CONDITIONS.
6135.1800 CANCELLATION OF LICEINSE.




Construction Methods

* The DNR encourages ‘low impact’
crossings, which typically do not disturb
the resource and process faster since
there is no resource review needed.

* Example of ‘low impact’ construction
methods include:

* boring or jacking
e attachment to a bridge
 use of existing conduit, pole, or structure

* plowing into the roadbed




Construction Plans and Maps

* Keep diagrams clean: details should
include only those pertinent to the
public land and water crossing.

* Use clear naming conventions: maps
should have file names that are easy to
understand, i.e. “cross-section diagram”
(not just scan numbers)

* Number the pages and label each map:
l.e. Crossing #1, Crossing #2...

OZEAR-POMZ0:SE,Tal *
1200 FP% |
GG p|

..-r"'--

@i.mmmm




More Information

% DEPARTMENT COF 1
N RAFURAL Resourees EEEN

EDUCATION LICENSES. PERMITS EVENTS & AEOUT
B SAFETY SEASDNS

RECREATION 5 5 NATURE E REGULATIDNS ONR

* More utility crossing license MRS
information, including instructions e
and laws, are on the DNR Utility
Crossing License Webpage
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permi
ts/utility crossing/index.htm)

Legislative law changes effective July 1, 2023 — Each utility license requires an application fee -
EW cation (POF} and instructions (FOF) are now available.

tate land administered by the Minnesota Department of Natural
7 ity ficense. Any work performed without a DNR signed license is a
trespass and is subjsct to penalties under Minnesota 3w,

Application

* Request assistance by contacting
the Lands and Minerals Regional
Operations staff
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands

minerals/regionalops.html) in your
area.

+ Is a land crossing license required if a utility line is being
placed within a road right-of-way when DNR owns land
adiacent to the road?


https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.htm
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.htm
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
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Section 4 - Overview

1. State And Federal Funding Reviews
2. What To Expect

3. Additional Information May Be Needed

|

I

4. Exceptions

| b

5. State Land To Avoid




State and Federal Funding Reviews

State funding in the form of grants for land
acquisition and habitat development can
place land use restrictions on DNR land
which could change the project plans.

Federal funding (for similar uses as
state) often require DNR to submit an
application to use DNR land for a non-
conservation use.

Note: DNR land crossings are
always reviewed for state and
federal funding. Funding review is
not necessary for water crossings.




What To Expect

* Funding restrictions can delay DNR’s ability to
grant permission for certain non-conservation
transactions, including utility licenses, for up
to a year or more.

* DNR has staff who are specialists in federal
funding. They prepare the applications
requesting the federal funding agency to
remove the funding restriction from parcels
needed for non-conservation uses.

* It is mainly an “invisible process” for the
utility license applicant.



Additional Information May Be Needed

You may be asked to provide:

Alternatives to using the state conservation land for a
utility project, and how each of the alternative remedies
were considered and then rejected or deemed not to be
a workable or viable course of action.

Cultural or heritage resource review documentation,
including any previous correspondence with the state
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or cultural resource
surveys previously completed.

Endangered species review or correspondence with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding endangered
species.




Exceptions

For some funding programs there are
exceptions based on pre-existing land use.

Example: Evidence of road or access
drive existence prior to state
ownership. For some funding programs
this can trigger an exception to the
funding review.




State Land to Avoid

ERE 1475 ¢y
ABO v

FHE OCeap
HE MIGHTY §
ISSISSIRR)
BEGINS

TO FLOw
OW ITS
INDING WAY
552 MILES ;

TQ THE

E i e T
#

GULF OF

MEXICO

State Parks

There are a lot of federal funds put into the development
of state parks. They should be avoided as routes for
utilities if at all possible. Applicant will need to show there
is no alternative to use of the state park land.

2 e TR T o

Scientific and Natural Areas

These are areas set aside for conservation because they
contain some of the rarest and most endangered plant
and animal species. There is a high bar for any non-
conservation use of these lands.
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Section 5 - Overview

1. Utility License Application
2. Crossing Table Instructions
3. Crossing Table Legal Descriptions

4. Crossing Table ROW Measurements
(Length and Width)

5. Plans And Maps For Land And Water
Crossings

6. Frequently Asked Questions




Utility License Application (page 1) — 1 of 3

Applicant’s Section
Legal name of the company from Secretary
of State’s Active records must be used.

Applicant’s Project Number
Enter your company’s project number. Only
one project is allowed per application.

Is The Project Funded In Whole Or In Part
By A State Or Federal Grant
If yes, enter the name of the grant.

License #
For internal use only
m“; Minnesota Department of Natural Resources dﬂ“%
DEPARTMENT OF Application for %”E&‘éi
BRI RRERLNE Utility License to Cross State Lands or Public Waters ‘%ﬁ v d
L

(Submit 1 copy of the application and attachments)

The Applicant, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 84.415 and Minnesota Rules chapter 6135, applies for a license to cross state lands
or public waters as described below and in the maps, plans, specifications, and other supporting data submitted with this application.

Applicant’s Name (as it will appear on official license): Agent's Company:

Applicant's Mailing Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code): Agent's Mailing Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code):
Applicant’s Contact Person: Agent’s Contact Person:

Office Telephone No.: Alternate No. (i.e., Cell): Office Telephone No.: Alternate No. (i.e., Cell):
Applicant’s Email Address: Agent’s E-mail Address:

Applicant’s Project No. (only one project is allowed per application):

Is this project funded in whole or in part by a state or federal grant? [Jno er [Jyes (grant name):




Utility License Application (page 2 of 4)

Effective July 1, 2023 use the chart to determine the license type and fees (first 2
of 5 chart entries below)

ADDITIONAL APPLICATION FEE (5500 per crossing)
LICEMSE FEE
APPLICATION FEE (and other
CROSS5ING . Li licati
UTILITY TYPE CRITERIA TYPE SUBMIT WITH applicable fees*) ICEnse application
ith 3 i
APPLICATION SUEMIT WITH License application ($500 "'":!r cm::i:m;: g‘:::::gs#s g
SIGNED LICENSE with 1 or 2 crossings P : E : E
each additional crossing)
SUBMIT WITH SIGNED LICENSE
Electric Line, Cables, or Water 31,000 Ves o Ves
Conduits [distribution Less than 100 kY
or transmission) Land $1,000 Yes No Yes
Electric Line, Cables, or Water 52,250 Ves o ¥Es
Conduits [distribution 100 kV or greater
or transanission) Land $3,500 Yes No Yes




Utility License Application (page 2 of 4) continued

Effective July 1, 2023 use the chart to determine the license type and fees (Last three
entries on the chart, below)

Water $1,000 Yes Mo Yes
PIPE[IHE.‘EEIS. |I-I:|IJIII.'15-. Non Main
or solids in suspension)
Land 51,000 Yes Mo Yes
Water 52,250 Yes Mo Yes
PipEI_inE.I{gas. quuiv!is. Main
or solids in suspension)
Land 53,500 Yes Mo Yes
Communication Water 51,000 Yes Mo Yes
[telephone, cable TV, All
fiber optic, or other) Lamd $1.000 Yos No Yir
*Timber damages or other property damages may apply, and a monitoring fee may apply




Utility License Application (page 2 of 4) continued

Some fees are sent with application — others are sent along with the signed
document. This increases accuracy of billing, minimizing refunds and minimizing
the need to bill for additional fees.

ADDITIONAL APPLICATION FEE ($500 per crossing)

LICENSE FEE
APPLICATION FEE (and other
SUBMIT WITH applicable fees*) License application
APPLICATION SUBMIT WITH with 3 or more crossings

Li licati
ICENSE application ($500 per crossing on crossing #3 and

each additional crossing)
SUBMIT WITH 5IGMNED LICENSE

SIGNED LICENSE with 1 or 2 crossings

41,000 Yes No Yes




Utility License Application (page 1) — 3 of 3

4 - Environmental Review/Standards Information:
Is an environmental review required for your project? If yes provide documentation.

5 - Submit this 3-page application and the following:
Cover letter, maps and plans, application fee if applicable, and environmental review if applicable

Applicant’s Signature:
The application can be signed by the utility company or its agent.

4. Environmental review and environmental standards information:
Has this project been reviewed pursuant to Minnesota Rules chapter 4410, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a conditional use
permit, Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) Information Request, or other similar reviews?
I:I'ye:‘. (if yes, submit documentation with this application) or [CIno
[ This proposed crossing does NOT comply with the environmental standards in Minnesota Rules 6135.1100. An explanation of the conflict or
discrepancy is attached.
5. Submit this four-page application and the following:
A. cover letter explaining the project B. mapsand plans C. application fee (see instructions)
D. environmental review and environmental standards supplemental information from part 4 above (if applicable)

6. CERTIFICATION
This application and the information submitted with this application will become part of the utility license, if issued. Applicant certifies that the
information submitted with this application is true and correct. Applicant agrees to comply with the requirements of Minnesota Statutes section
84.415, Minnesota Rules chapter 6135, and the terms and conditions of the license. Applicant acknowledges that no work will take place before
receiving the fully executed DNR utility license. If signing electronically, do not lock the document so attachments can be added or deleted.

Applicant's Signature Title Date




Crossing Table Instructions

Crossing column: Number each crossing consecutively, starting with #1.
Maps should be labelled with the same crossing numbers. For both land
and water crossings, the utility line right-of-way width of the utility

corridor should be the width needed for construction and maintenance.

Forty or Lot column: Must be a quarter-quarter section (forty) or a
Government Lot number. Do not use coordinates or county parcel

b Crossing Table
humbers. No. |Forty or Lot| Sec. | Twp. | Range | County Water Name Crossing Low Impact
fle. SE %N % i Method Construction Method | Right-of-way
. B ik be ; :
Gort Lot o) DNR Land Unit fwazmeﬂs ey Width | Length

Section, Township, Range and County: Must match maps and other
materials throughout.

SW1/4NE1/4

140 | 25 CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest|Undor - [ Barngorjacing - || 10' |1120'
140 | 25 | CASS | Land O Lakes Stte Forest | Under - | Bongarjackig - || 10" | 153
140 | 25  CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest| Under - [|Bamgorjacting - || 10' | 580"
140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest |under - ||Bomgoriacig - || 10 | 220!
140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest | Under J Boring orjacking J 10" | 1320'
swienene) 10 | 139 | 26 | CASS | Spire Valley AMA | under Jﬁoﬂngﬂfiackmg J 10" |1320°

NE1/4 NE1/4

SE1/4 NE1/4

1

2

Water name or DNR land unit: Find water names on Public Waters 3
Inventory map. Verify they are public waters. Find land unit nameson 4 |swuwen

3

§

o | o (0o |~ |~

map of Minnesota state land, such as the Recreation Compass, or an
ArcMap layer.

SE1/4NW1/4

* Note: Not all public waters are on the PWI maps. Contact your
Regional LAM staff with questions.

Construction Method: If it is not a low-impact method, a Reclamation
Plan must accompany the application.


https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html

Crossing Table Legal Descriptions — Land Crossings

Land crossings — When crossing a
DNR land unit (e.g., Land O Lakes
State Forest), there may be many

Land Crossing Table Example: Each Legal Description is a Different Crossing Number

. Crossing Table
q u a rte r_q u a rte rS (fo rt I eS) O r No. ljzr;y_:r ;Lvl;:.t Sec. Twp. | Range County Wate;rName Cp;lzj:‘i:;g Conls-::t‘::t'ina‘lr?:ﬂc:fhgd i
1 1 'itNa.J :n ni fg*’zkgif:sw Click below for choices _

Government Lot descriptions as part ONRLandUnk | fcvwey | ! [ | o
. . 1 |swisnens| 7 140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest | Under j Boring orjacking;l 10% (120"
Of t h e | a n d u n It C rOSS I n g * 2 |Newsnews| 7 140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest | Under j Boring orjackingj 10' | 153"
3 |sewaneval 8 | 140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest | Under J Boring or jacking J 10" | 580"
4 |swianews| 8 | 140 | 25 | CASS |Land O Lakes State Forest | Under j Boring orjackingj 100 | 220
Enter each forty or Government Lot |2 ™™ °| 70 %2 |00 e e e e e 10220
description as a different crossing 6 |swanen] 10| 139 | 26 | CASS | Spire Valley AMA | - ||samporacins - || 10" 1320

number (e.g., Crossing 1, Crossing 2,
etc.).



Crossing Table Legal Descriptions — Water Crossings

Water crossings — Ordinary High
Water Level (OHWL) (bank to bank or
shore to shore), include each quarter-
quarter (forty) or Government Lot
description for each crossing.

One crossing may have multiple legal
descriptions. If multiple forties or
Government Lots are part of one
water crossing, enter the same
crossing number for each of the
entries.

Water Crossing Table Example: Crossing #2 Crosses Two Legal Descriptions

Crossing Table
No, |Forty orLot| Sec, | Twp, | Range | County Water Name Crossing Low Impact
(1% SE SN or Method | Construction thod Right-of-way
DNR Land Unit g ek o kst | Langth
1 [semnena) 29 | 114 | 25 | Sibley | Unnamed Stream |Under || Boring orjacking -|| 9" | 20
2 [wwmaa) 31 | 114 | 24 | Sibley | Minnesota River |under  -[|Boringorjacking -|| 9" | 475"
2 |oumasn 31 0 114 | 24 | Scott | Minnesota River |under - Boringorjacking -| 9" | 475'
n ‘.T_ g
Lige " .




Crossing Table Right-Of-Way Measurements:

Water Crossing Utility — Width

Right-of-Way Width in Feet

* Enter the width needed for
installation and future .
maintenance. Please roundupto ™
the nearest whole number — do
not use decimals.

* If the project is a narrow

Total crossing width=9ft [ '\
| (4.5 on each side of line)

underwater crossing, enter nine ; e BT T

4

feet (“less than 10 feet”) of
width.



Crossing Table Right-Of-Way Measurements:

Water Crossing Utility

Right-of-Way Length in Feet:

* Enter the distance across the public
water body, either measuring from
bank-to-bank or shore-to-shore for
OHWL. Please round up to the
nearest whole number — do not use
decimals.

* Do not determine the distance
across the public water body by
measuring the distance from bore
pit to bore pit or from pole to
pole.




Plans and Maps Should Include

* Full Route Map: The entire route of the
project with numbered crossings that
match the crossing table.

Full Route Map

* Closer view: The crossing(s) with the
surrounding area showing the project

Closer View with State Land Boundaries

T o -
location in reference to state lands and J. &
water. '

e Zoomed-in view: Show the exact
location of each individual crossing with
measurement.

Zoomed-in View

* Note: Professional or engineering maps
or plans are preferred; legible hand
drawings/plans are acceptable. All plans
should contain content specific to the
project application.



Maps for Water Crossings

. .pe . . . AERIAL ROUTE MAP EXAMPLE AERIAL CROSSING MAP EXAMPLE
Aerial Maps - If the utility line is being St pi oo = 9 _
placed along a roadway, the maps - | (R By ey i [
need to clearly show: s, U
* The side of the road on which the
line will be installed.
The distance from centerline of road, | N e
with exact crossing location.

\Watonwan Rt

The culvert or bridge width.

Distance from bank-to-bank or shore-
to-shore for OHWL of the public = .
water. T ——— , Legend

ProjectRoute W=y~ E
e Project Route W Road Rightof Way s
Public Water Crossing =

Bore pits or poles. The bore pits and

poles should be a distance from the ) ] ,
public water to avoid erosion. Aerial Route Map Water Aerial Crossing Map Water




Plans for Water Crossings

Water Crossing Plans & Cross-Section
(profile view) should include:

* Width in feet and length in feet of public water
crossing (bank-to-bank per instructions).

e Depth of line installation (minimum of 10’
under the bed of the water; more may be
necessary).

* If less than 10', explain.

Proposed Cable Sec 1-.; 3 = - T
12 Fiber Sec.30 | gy |
I 2x Jlp
1.25" EDPE Duct o - ey L
Top of Baak & ‘,\g et <0
3 II - .

e 8 / = L
{ T __.}- e 4 I::a.f
22 'J:.
| 2o ] 30 -5 3
[’ p— = St Marys St NW || = B

I-— 48 3 E
W Lake Bd ©L L
15 ¥
Profile View Sectn # L Section
Coroer Cormer
NORTH
Water Mame Willew Creek %
< NORTH ARROW przonte
PROFILEVEW

Water Crossing Plan/Cross-section




Maps for Land Crossings

Aerial Maps - If the utility line is parallel to a

roadway, the maps should include:

The distance from the centerline of road of the
project.

The exact crossing location.

Distance in feet across state land with state land
boundaries outlined

Locations of any bore pits or poles. If possible, do
not place bore pits on state land.

» Will trees be cut, if not, note on map

* Note utility work will be done entirely within
utility ROW

Land Crossing Plan



Plans for Land Crossings

Land Crossing Plans & Cross-Section
(profile view) should include:

 Utility width needed for project.
* Length in feet across state land.

* Proposed depth of utility line below the
surface of the state land.

LOCATRR WEW
FROHLEVEW

B

B

w
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Land Crossing Cross-section



Frequently Asked Questions

How big can one application be?
An application should be for a single project.

If there are multiple projects, prioritize which is to be done first. It is preferred that
you email each application separately.

Can the application be e-signed?

Yes, but make sure the document isn’t locked (an e-signature locks the document,
and it cannot be edited).

* If e-signing, print out and scan in the relevant pages so that the doc will not be
locked.

* Date of signature must be included every time an application is submitted,
including when an in-process application is revised.

Note: Do not send the application instructions.
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Section 6 - Finalization of the

Utility License Application Process



Section 6 - Overview

1. Application Received By DNR

2. Application Approved By DNR
(Signature/Fee Needed)

3. DNR Executes Utility License

4. Additional Requirements




Application Received By DNR

 The DNR will assign a license number after
the application and application fee (if
applicable) are received and processed.

* For most projects other than certain low
impact projects, the DNR will send an
acknowledgment letter or email to the
Applicant and Agent (if applicable) to let
them know the license number and the DNR
staff person to contact to discuss the
application status.

APPLICATICM



Application Approved By DNR (Signature/Fee Needed)

* If the application is approved by the DNR, the DNR will
prepare a utility license document. The DNR will send the
license document to the Applicant and copy the Agent (if
applicable) for signature and payment of the license
crossing fee, and monitoring fee (if applicable).

* The license must be signed by someone with delegated
authority. For companies, if the person signing is not an
officer, the Applicant must also provide a copy of the
power of attorney or board resolution which authorized
this person to sign on behalf of the company.




DNR Executes Utility License

After the Applicant returns the license
document along with the license crossing fee
and monitoring fee (if applicable), the DNR
will sign the document.

A copy of the completed, fully executed
license will then be returned to the Applicant
and the Agent will be copied (if applicable).

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT LICENSE NUMBER UWATOXIOOO
OF NATURAL RESOURCES COMPANY PROJECT NO:

LICENSE FOR UTILITY TO CROSS PUBLIC WATERS

This license 15 issued by the State of Minmesota, acting by and through its commmssioner of natural resources,
and hereafter called the “State”, imder authonity and subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 84.413, and Minnesota
Rules Chapter 6135 and other applicable law, to the Licensee as named and for the fee and term as specified below.

Name and Address of Licensee:  (company name and address here)

License Fee: (license fee)

Term (years): (choice of 25 for 3 years)

Effective Date: (start date— 1* or 15* of the month)
Expiration Date:

Purpose of License: Construction. maintenance and operation of a (type of ufility) line under water under the covenants
and agreements of the Licensee to use the following described waters:

That part of the following descnptions as shown on the attached application and map, all of which are made a part
hereof by reference.
(list legal desciptions here)

This license 15 granted subject to the following provisions:
1. Use of premises.

A This license 1s subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 84.415 and Minnesota Fules Chapter
6135. All standards of Chapter 6133 are incorporated as terms and conditions of this license, except such
variations as are identified and approved by the State in the license applications, plans and specifications
‘which are attached and made part of the terms and conditions of this license. The Licensee is bound by the
crossing location and mstallation method as detailed in the application and approved by the State. The
Licensee shall not deviate from the terms and conditions of thns license or the application as approved by the
State umless it has first obtained written permission from the State.

B. When the installahion occurs more than six months after the issuance of the hicense, the Licensee shall contact
the State 20 days prior to mstallation.

C. No merchantable timber shall be cut, used, removed or destroyed without first paying the State the timber
value in the sum stated above as determined by the State. Slash material on state water crossings nmst be
disposed of within 30 days of clearing activities.

D. For overhead crossings of state waters, lines shall have a mininmm clearance of 25 feet above the water, unless
otherwise approved by the State.

E. When directed by the State as a condition of the license, flight diverters shall be placed on overbead utility
lines.

F. Any cable or conduit located at a shoreline shall be sufficiently buried so that it does not become exposed.
G. When directed by the State as a condition of the license, underwater crossings shall be marked by permanent
signs on the banks at the points where the line enters and leaves the public waters.

License Number UWATOXIOOO!
1of 3



Additional Requirements

* Under the terms of the license, the Licensee
must notify the DNR before starting work.

* After installation of the utility, the Licensee
should submit an “as built” survey to the DNR
showing the actual location of the utility lines and
utility right-of-way. This “as built” survey may
either be referenced to public land survey section
lines or must show the location in one of the
following recognized systems: latitude and
longitude, UTM’s (Universal Transverse Mercator)
or county coordinates, in the North American
Datum (NAD) of 1983.
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Section 7 - Overview
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Request




Maintenance of Existing Utility Lines

When an existing utility corridor over state
land needs to be cleared, mowed, or
infrastructure replaced, this is known as a
maintenance activity.

* Maintenance is specified in the terms of
the license. Refer to the license for
allowed types of maintenance activities.

* DNR requests 20 business days to review
proposed maintenance activities (starting
when correct info is received), and assess
any resource concerns for the state’s land.




What to Provide with a Maintenance Request

Proof of land rights - provide license number or
send a copy of your recorded utility line easement.

* Where no land rights exist, company is required
to apply for a license for the existing corridor.

Include clear maps and legal descriptions

Describe the work to be done, and the expected
timeline

* Resource staff may specify a modified timeline to
protect resources (e.g., no tree work during bird
nesting season).

Use of state land prohibited - A lease is required
for any use of state land outside the utility corridor
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Section 8 - Overview

1. Utility License Website

2. Common Questions
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Utility License Website

More information about the utility
licenses program along with a link to
the ‘Utility License Application” and
‘Instructions’ can be found on the
webpage link below:

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits

/utility crossing/

m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

EDUCATION LICENSES. PERMITS
RECREATION DESTINATIONS NATURE E SAFETY E REGULATIDNS
Permits »
Licenses, permits, 13 3 3
el Utility crossing license

2re now available.

3w,

s electronic signatures =
L Dould be si

Overview

Common questions

+ Do I need a license to install a utility line across state land
or public water?

+ What utilities are covered by a crossing license?

+ What is the process for requesting a utility crossing
license?

-+ What are the license fees?
+ What are the Utility Crossing License Laws and Rulas?

+ How can I find out if my project will cross state land?

+ I= a land crossing license required if a utility line is being
placed within a road right-of-way when DNR owns land
adiacent to the road?

red by the Minnesota Dep
work performed without a DNR sigr

AEOUT
DNR

1, 2023 — Each utility license requires an application fee -
{8}

t of Natural

ficenseis a

Application

Applicants can complece the
appiicanion by using one of these
methads:

Current law



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/

Common Questions (1 of 3)

Doln licen install ility lin r land or li :
W(;terseda cense to install a utility line across state land or public What are the license fees?

Yes, a license must be obtained from the DNR for the passage of any utility over, under, or Application Fee due with application: o _ _
across any state land or public water. Each utility license application requires an application fee. The following portion of

the application fee must be submitted with the license application:

For main pipelines and 100 kilovolts or greater electric power lines, cables, or
What utilities are covered by a crossing license? conduits, the fee is $2,250 for a water crossing application and $3,500 for a land
crossing application.

Effective 7/1/23, the fee is $1,000 for all other utilities (including non-main
pipelines; electric power lines, cables, or conduits less than 100 kilovolts; and
communication lines). The $1,000 fee applies to both land and water crossing
applications.

General types

* Electrical transmission or distribution

* Pipeline transmission or distribution of liquids, gases or solids in suspension
* Communication cables, conduits, or other lines

- . : - Fee(s) due at the time of license signing:
What are the Utility Crossing License Laws and Rules: After the license is prepared, DNR will send the license to the utility company for

The current law is effective 7/1/2023. signing and notify the company of the additional fees. All fees must be paid when
Minnesota Statutes, Section 84.415, authorizes the Commissioner of Natural the signed license is returned to DNR for approval and execution.
Resources to establish rules for the sale of licenses which permit utilities to License fee - For each crossing, there is a one-time license fee which is either

pass over, under, or across public lands and waters under the control of the based on a fee table (for water crossings), or (for land crossings) on a fee table and
Commissioner. As a result, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 6135 was adopted. the appraised value of the state land. The applicant can use the fee tables found
Section 84.415 also sets forth other requirements for licenses, including but in Minnesota Rules, Chapter 6135 opens in a new browser tab to estimate the

not limited, to, certain requirements as to applications and fees. Effective July 1, license fee.

2023, section 84.415 was amended by Minnesota Session Laws, Chapter 60, Timber damages or other damages to the property of the state may apply, and a
Article 4, Section 2 opens in a new browser tab. monitoring fee may also be assessed. Additional application fee - Effective 7/1/23,

an additional application fee of $500 will be due for the third and each additional
crossing (i.e., for an application with three crossings, the additional application fee
would be $500; for four crossings, $1,000, and so on). The application fee will be
charged on both water crossing and land crossing applications.


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/60/laws.4.2.0#laws.4.2.0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/60/laws.4.2.0#laws.4.2.0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6135/

Common Questions (2 of 3)

How can | find out if my project will cross state land?

What is a public water and how can | find out if my project will cross one?

A utility license is required to cross state land managed by the Department of Natural
Resources. If your project crosses state land managed by another agency (MnDOT, for
example), you must contact them for crossing permission. If your project crosses tax
forfeited land managed by a county, you must contact the county. Plat books and county
websites are good resources for checking land ownership.

To confirm that your project crosses state land managed by DNR, consult the DNR
website for interactive maps.

DNR Recreation Compass »

DNR Landview »

ArcGIS shapefiles depicting state land administered by DNR are available for
downloading at Minnesota Geospatial Commons.

Minnesota Geospatial Commons opens in a new browser tab »

Is a land crossing license required if a utility line is being placed within a

road right-of-way when DNR owns the road?

It depends on the location. DNR often owns to the center of the road. If we do, then a
land crossing license is required. To confirm DNR ownership contact Lands and Minerals
Regional Operations staff.

Public waters are any water bodies (lakes, rivers, public ditches, and some wetlands) identified as
such on the Protected Waters and Wetlands Maps (PWI). These maps were produced on a
county-by-county basis and are available for download. For some counties, GIS-based PWI maps
in electronic format are available.

Public Water Inventory maps »

ArcGIS shapefiles of basins and watercourses used to construct the GIS-based PWI maps are
available at Minnesota Geospatial Commons.

Minnesota Geospatial Commons opens in a new browser tab »

To confirm if your project crosses a public water, locate your crossing on a PWI map.

Do public wetlands require a license?

The answer depends on the underlying facts. The first step is to check the Public Waters
Inventory (PWI). Most Public Waters Wetlands are identified in the PWI with the suffix of "W."
However, there are some wetlands that are classified as Public Waters and are identified in the
PWI with a suffix of "P.”

If the wetland is classified as Public Waters, a state License for Utility to Cross State Waters is
needed. If the wetland is classified as a Public Waters Wetland, a state License for Utility to Cross
State Land is only needed if the wetland is located on state-owned land managed by the DNR.

If the wetland is classified as a Public Waters Wetland, but the wetland is not located on state-
owned land managed by the DNR, you do not need a state utility license but you will need to
contact the other state agency or county (for tax forfeited land) or private property owner for
permission to cross the lands. In addition, Public Waters Wetlands located on non-DNR managed
land may require a Waters Permit if the utility company is going to be working below the
Ordinary High Water Level and altering the course, current or cross section of the wetland.
Please contact a DNR Hydrologist for further instructions in these instances.

DNR Hydrologist »



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/compass.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/landview/index.html?layers=lakes+roads+cent_popplpt1
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/plan-stateland-dnrcounty
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwi/maps.html
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/water-mn-public-waters
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/index.html

Common Questions (3 of 3)

Are there funding restrictions on State land? What is the minimum depth a utility line should be placed under
the bed of a public water?

Some lands owned by the State of Minnesota were purchased using funds that put
restrictions on the lands. Before the DNR can grant a utility license over lands with funding Per DNR policy, the minimum depth is 10 feet; however, in some instances the DNR may
restriction, DNR must receive written approval from the funding provider. This process can require the line be placed deeper under certain public waters.

take up to a year or more.

The DNR encourages you to plan ahead for this review. Please contact your Lands and When are bird flight diverters required to be placed on overhead
Minerals Regional Operations staff. They will determine if the state land you would like a lines?

utility license over has funding restrictions.

Per DNR policy, bird flight diverters are required when an overhead line crosses DNR land
or public water. While we can negotiate on the exact location and type of diverter, the
DNR standard is the yellow spiral swan flight diverter spaced every 15 feet.

If it is determined that funding approval is required, the items listed below should be
submitted with your utility license application.
° Map that indicates scope of entire project - preferably with aerial photo background

and clearly labeled. What is the DNR process for approving maintenance activities
e  Detailed map of project segment on DNR land. through a utility corridor?

° Project and construction description sufficient to evaluate potential impacts to natural
resources and to recreational users, including time of the year construction will take
place, type of equipment, and environmental precautions used.

When maintenance activities are needed over DNR land please contact Lands and
Minerals Regional Operations staff. Our staff will guide you through the maintenance

approval process.
° A cultural review of the project must be completed by the State Historic Preservation

Office (SHPO). Depending on the results of the initial cultural review, a more detailed

survey of historical and cultural assets may be needed. A copy of the letter from SHPO

must be included.

. Description of alternate routes that were considered.



Non-DNR Additional Resources

Prevailing Wage:
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/employment
-practices/prevailing-wage-contracting-
agencies

DEED-Office of Broadband Development:
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-
services/broadband

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission:
Home / Public Utilities (mn.gov)

Minnesota County Websites:
County Websites (mncounties.org)

Minnesota Office of Revisor of Statutes:
MN Revisor's Office



https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/employment-practices/prevailing-wage-contracting-agencies
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/employment-practices/prevailing-wage-contracting-agencies
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/employment-practices/prevailing-wage-contracting-agencies
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband
https://mn.gov/puc/
https://www.mncounties.org/aboutmnc/counties/county_websites.php
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/
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Thank You!

Lands and Minerals | Regional Operations

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/regionalops.html
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