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See map titled Archean Superior Province Map: Exploration for Metallic Minerals Resources, Gold

See Mesabi Iron Range Map

See map titled Exploration for Metallic Mineral Resources: Copper, Nickel, 
and Platinum Group Metals, Duluth Complex Map
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Disclaimer
The State of Minnesota makes no representations or warran-
ties express or implied, with respect to the use of the infor-
mation contained herein regardless of its format or the means 
of its transmission. There is no guarantee or representation to 
the user as to the accuracy, currency, suitabil ity, completeness, 
usefulness, or reliabil ity of this information for any purpose. 
The user accepts the information “as is." The State of Minne-
sota assumes no responsibil ity for loss or damage incurred as 
a result of any user’s reliance on this information.  All maps, 
reports, data, and other information contained herein are 
protected by copyright.  Permission is granted to copy and use 
the materials herein for any lawful noncommercial purpose.  
Any user of this information agrees not to transmit or provide 
access to all or any part of this information to another party
unless the user shall include with the information a copy of 
this disclaimer.
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About this map and data
Map was updated in February 2017 by the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, Division of Lands and Minerals.

GIS data sources of State Mineral Leases, State Mineral Manage-
ment Corridor, Areas Ever Offered for Metall ic Mineral Lease,
Active Taconite Plants and Mines, and Significant Metall ic Mineral 
Deposits from DNR, Division of Lands and Minerals are current 
as of February 2017.  Federal Hardrock Leasing and Prospecting 
Permits from USDA Forest Service as of January 2015. Lakes, 
Wilderness Areas, National Parks, and County Boundaries from 
DNR. 
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Map Scale is 1:600,000

State taconite leases

Biwabik Iron Formation

General areas of past metallic mineral exploration and/or offered in state metallic mineral lease sales (since 1966)

Deposit Name
Company

Cu,Ni,PGM

Idled pig iron nugget plant (Mesabi Nuggett)
Idled construction of taconite plant (Mesabi Metallics)

General gold exploration areas based on active state leasing. See gold map for more detail.

Exploration for Copper, Nickel, PGM, and Gold

Map Locator
This locator map of Minnesota displays an index 
for the three larger scale maps in this mapset. 
The boundaries of those maps are symbolized 
and described below. These additional maps are 
available from the Minnesota Minerals Coordi-
nating Committee: http://mcc.mn.gov/maps.html

Index Map Area

Metallic Mineral 
Exploration 

Gold
Archean Superior Province 

Greenstone Belts

Metallic Mineral 
Exploration 

Copper, Nickel, 
and Platinum Group 

Metals - 
Duluth Complex 

and Tamarack Areas

Mesabi Iron Range 
Iron Mining and 
Development

Minneapolis &
St. Paul

Duluth

The
DULUTH 
COMPLEX
Hosting World 

Class Copper, Nickel, 
and Platinum Group

Metal Resources
Explor ing since 1948

The

MESABI IRON
RANGE

The Largest Iron 
Mining District in 

North America

Shipping since 1892

The
ARCHEAN

SUPERIOR PROVINCE
GREENSTONE BELTS
Hosting Significant Gold

Resource Potential 
in Northern
Minnesota

North 
America

United States of America

Canada

Mexico

MINNESOTA

0 5 10 15 20
Miles


