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Trails, Exhibits, AV Materials and Publications 
No interpretive trails exist at this time, however, it has been identified as a follow-up to the exhibit 
currently in progress at the visitor center. 

A kiosk of spring and summer plants is located in the picnic area. There is also a sign identifying a 
lightning strike on a tree, and a prairie restoration sign in the southwest comer of the park. 

Park specific publications include: a Minnesota dwarf trout lily brochure, Wildflowers of the Big 
Woods, and Birds of the Big Woods. 

A new brochure has been funded by a Learn and Serve America grant acquired by Nerstrand 
School. The brochure interprets the native landscaping around the new visitor center and the 
participation by local students. It is also designed to recruit new students to the local Nerstrand 
School. 

Like all Minnesota state parks, Nerstrand Big Woods offers the Junior Naturalist Program and 
offers the series of Explorer Activity books for children through the Nature Store. 

Area Interpretive Opportunities 
There are several orgaruzatJons m the area that provide environmemai �uuL:aiiuu u1 i:usi.uika.l aiiJ 
cultural education facilities or programs. Some of the area opportunities include: the River Bend 
Nature Center, The Nature Conservancy, Division of Forestry, The Big Woods Project, Rice

County Extension Service, Department of Agriculture, Cannon River Watershed.Partnership, and
the Rice County Historical Society. 

The city of Faribault, River Bend Nature Center, provides environmental education programs for 
about 5,000 students each year. The 600 acre facility also offers family programs 3 out of 4 
weekends each month and is located approximately 15 miles from Nerstrand Big Woods State 
Park. 

The Nature Conservancy offers three large field trips each year and several smaller tours in the 
park and surrounding area. They have also worked together with park staff to put on program 
series and special events. 

School groups and park visitors also tour many of the area historical interpretive facilities. The 
Northfield Historical Society has a museum and gallery interpreting the history of the Jesse James 
gang and its role in Northfield. The Rice County Historical Society Museum is located in Faribault
and is open Monday through Friday for visitors. The historic Alexander Faribault House, located 
in Faribault, is open for tours by appointment. 
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