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Upstream 
Trapezoidal embankments built sequentially upon the top of the full profile of fine tailings such that the 
crest of the dam moves upstream with each raise. 

Downstream 
Embankments built sequentially on the top of the downstream slope of the previous section such that 
the crest of the dam moves downstream with each raise. 

Centerline 
Embankments built sequentially upon the top of the last trapezoidal embankment such that the crest of 
the dam remains fixed. 

Modified Centerline 
Embankments built sequentially upon the top of the last section such that the crest of the dam moves 
slightly upstream while the downstream slope remains fixed. 

Offset Upstream 
Embankments built upstream of a perimeter dam utilizing a large foundation built upon previously 
deposited fine tailings and raised vertically, often in the centerline method.  

MILE POST 7 WEST RIDGE RAILROAD RELOCATION, DAM EXTENSIONS, AND STREAM MITIGATION PROJECT EAW 
RECORD OF DECISION - FINDING OF FACT 28.ii
TAILINGS DAM DEFINITIONS DERIVED FROM INTERNET RESEARCH


	Upstream
	Downstream
	Centerline
	Modified Centerline
	Offset Upstream

