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From: Mark Herwig
To: Review, Environmental (DNR)
Subject: Minnesota Falls Dam comment
Date: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 11:07:55 AM

I would like this dam removed. Removing this dam would improve conditions for aquatic fish and
wildlife species by restoring the natural flow of the river. Removal will also enhance recreational
use. Thank you.
 
Mark Herwig
1958 Florence St.
White Bear Lake, MN  55110

mailto:MHerwig@pheasantsforever.org
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CURE’s position on the Minnesota Falls Dam Removal 
  
Whereas: The CURE Board has been asked to publicly state its position 
regarding the issue of the removal of the Minnesota Falls Dam, and 
  
The mission of CURE is to focus public awareness on the Upper Minnesota 
Watershed and to take action to restore and protect its water quality, biological 
integrity and natural beauty for all generations, and 
  
The current Minnesota Falls Dam is aging, a liability to Xcel Energy and a safety 
hazard to the public, and 
  
The current dam is an impediment to fish migration upstream, the flow of the river 
and the river’s general health and integrity, and 
  
There is no clearly marked area for portaging around the current dam, and 
  
There is momentum building for Xcel Energy as owner of the dam to address this 
situation by removing the dam and letting the river return to its pre-1905 state, 
and 
  
CURE believes that this action of removing the dam would improve the biological 
integrity, water quality and natural beauty of the river, 
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the CURE Board supports the plan 
offered by Xcel Energy to remove the dam and let the original rapids on the river 
at Minnesota Falls return to their natural state. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That CURE recognizes that other parties both 
public and private have vested interests in the plan for dam removal and the 
restoration design of that section of the Minnesota River; That CURE will 
continue to be a part of these ongoing discussions, but will continue to speak first 
on behalf of the river, CURE’s mission and membership;  And that, CURE hopes 
that in the final analysis, the dam removal and riverscape redesign can restore 
the health and integrity of the river, be attentive to safety, and serve the other 
community and business special interests.  
  
Adopted by the CURE Board of Directors at their regular monthly meeting on 
January 27th, 2011_ 
Duane Ninneman, CURE Board Chairman 







 
Randall Doneen 
EAW Project, Environmental Policy and Review Unit,  
Division of Ecological and Water Resources  
Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 
  
 
RE: Minnesota Falls Dam Removal Environmental Assessment  
 
 
August 24, 2011 
 
 

Thank you for providing this opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the Minnesota Falls Dam Removal Project.  The comments herein are submitted on 
behalf of the Sierra Club North Star Chapter.  The Sierra Club is a non-profit environmental 
organization with several thousand members in Minnesota.  We participate in the administrative 
process to encourage environmental health and sustainability, long term wildlife and habitat 
protection and biodiversity goals.   

The Sierra Club fully supports the removal of the Minnesota Falls Dam on the Minnesota 
River.  It is beneficial to the health of rivers and aquatic wildlife to remove dams.  Dams are 
barriers to fish movement, disturbing and often harming important and sensitive aquatic species.  
Dams alter the sensitive chemical, physical and biological processes of river ecosystems. They 
change the way the river flows, reduce or increase water levels, block the flow of important 
nutrients and change water temperature and oxygen levels.  Removing this dam will benefit the 
Minnesota River ecosystem. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Sierra Club North Star Chapter  
2327 East Franklin Avenue, Suite 1 
Minneapolis, MN 55406-1024 
 
Annah Gardner 
AJGardner@stthomas.edu 
 
Lois Norrgard 
lnorrgard@lnmn10.com 
 

mailto:AJGardner@stthomas.edu
mailto:lnorrgard@lnmn10.com








From: Mike Enstad
To: Review, Environmental (DNR)
Subject: "Minnesota Falls Dam Removal EAW"
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 1:33:02 PM

As an adjacent landowner to the Minnesota Falls Dam site I would encourage the removal of the dam
to reduce the severity and frequency of the flooding that occurs on our property.
 
Thank You,
 
Mike Enstad
1137 9th St
Granite Falls, MN 56241
320-905-1938
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