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Conment Letter 1

From: Bobbi Jo Amic [bamic@LendSmartMortgage.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2010 1:21 PM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Subject: Essar STeel

Essar Steel MN is a $1.6 billion investment that will generate up to 2000 construction and 500 full time permanent
jobs. Essar has all the necessary environmental approvals and permits to construct facilities in support of up to
4.1 million tons per annum standard pellets, 2.8 mtpa DRI pellets and 2.5 mtpa steel. The prior environmental
review and permitting process included completion of a very comprehensive joint Federal and State
environmental impact statement.

Essar continues to invest significant time and resources toward construction and completing the development of
detailes plans t mine taconite, process ore into pellets and produce direct-redued iron and steel, while also finding
ways to generate cost savings and achieve additional environmental improvements to the project. Essar recent ly
proposed modifications to it's project to increase pellet production from the 4.1 mtpa originall permitted to 6.5
mtpa so the company can provide pellets for Essa Steel Alfoma in addition to supplying its on site steel making
needs. Essar will essentially mine the same orec currently permittedbut in 15 years instead of 20. The pellet
cpacity increase will not change plans to produce direct reduced iron pellets or steel at currently permitted levels.

Essar Design Environmental Benefits: no additional wetlands impact, reduction in fugitive dust emissions from
mine haul roads, reductions in mercury and nitrogen oxides emissions, commitment to existing envrionmental
protection, such as, best available control tech for air emissions, 0 dishcarge of surface water and not additional
water supply needed, integrated pellet and steel making to reduce fuel needs and related emissions.

We are requesting that the DNR and MPCA follow the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement rules while
also ensuring that the environmental regulatory process moves forward in a timely and cost effective manner.

Sincerely, and respectfully submitted,

Bobbi Jo Amic

Be Smart. Choose Lendsmart.

Bobbi Jo Amic
Sr. Loan Officer

2204 First Ave
Hibbing, MN 55746
(218)262-5885
(218)262-5884 (fax)
(218)966-7218 (cell)

The information contained in this electronic communication, as well as in any attachments, is privileged and confidential and intended solely for use by the
addressee(s). Any other use, dissemination, or copying of this electronic communication is strictly prohibited and is an interference with LendSmart
Mortgage, LLC. If you received this communication in error, please notify me immediately and permanently delete the original and any electronic or printed
copies of this electronic communication. LendSmart Mortgage, LLC. makes no representation regarding the absence of any virus in any attachment and
expressly disclaims any responsibility for any damage suffered from the presence of a virus.
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Conment Letter 6

From: Fox, Jeanine A [JFO2@amfam.com]
Sent: Friday, April 09, 2010 9:41 AM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Cc: Fox, Neal A

Subject: ESSAR PROJECT

:TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Essar Steel Minnesota is a $1.6 billion investment that will generate up to 2000 construction and 500 full-time permanent jobs.
Essar has all of the necessary environmental approvals and permits to construct facilities in support of up to 4.1 million tons per
annum (mtpa) standard pellets, 2.8 mtpa DRI pellets and 2.5 mtpa steel. The prior environmental review and permitting process
included completion of a very comprehensive joint Federal and State environmental impact statement.

Essar continues to invest significant time and resources toward construction and completing the development of detailed plans
to mine taconite, process ore into pellets and produce direct-reduced iron (DRI) and steel, while also finding ways to generate
cost savings and achieve additional environmental improvements to the project. As you know, Essar recently proposed
modifications to it's project to increase pellet production from the 4.1 mtpa originally permitted to 6.5 mtpa so the company can
provide pellets for Essar Steel Algoma in addition to supplying it's on-site steel making needs. Essar will essentially mine the
same ore currently permitted but in 15 years instead of 20. The pellet capacity increase will not change plans to produce direct
reduced iron pellets or steel at currently permitted levels.

Essar Design Environmental Benefits, to name a few:

Detailed engineering for the proposed increase in pellet making allows the increase in pellet capacity to occur while
simultaneously maintaining or improving the significant environmental aspects of the project. Specific examples include:

" No additional wetlands impacts

" Reduction in fugitive dust emissions from mine haul roads

" Reductions in mercury and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions

" Commitment to existing environmental protection, including;

o Best available control technology for air emissions

o Zero discharge to surface water and no additional water supply needed

o Integrated pellet and steel making to reduce fuel needs and related emissions

We are requesting that the DNR and MPCA follow the Supplement Environmental Impact Statement rules while also ensuring
that the environmental regulatory process moves forward in a timely and cost effective manner.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted,

JEANINE FOX

If you do not want to receive future unsolicited commercial email advertisements or promotions from American Family
Insurance you may opt-out by clicking here

Note: After opting-out, you may receive emails that you have specifically requested from American Family. If you are a current American Family customer, you may still
receive transactional emails regarding your existing policies or accounts with American Family. American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates utilize the
PossibleNow DNESolution to administer this email opt-out process.
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Environmental Impact Statement rules while also ensuring that the
environmental regulatory process moves forward in a timely and
cost effective manner as | support this project.

Yours very truly,

Carole Girard, Owner/Broker
RE/MAX Woods to Water

832 First Street, Suite 120
Nashwauk, MN 55769

Tel: (218) 885.3465

Toll Free: (877) 885-3465

Cell: (218) 259.6600

Email: cgirard@woods2water.com
Web site: www.woods2water.com
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Conmment Letter 8

From: Jerry Greene [jgreene59@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 11, 2010 8:10 AM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)
Subject: Support for essar steel plant

Jerry Greene(owner)

GI"E‘.EHE

COncr'eTe
BASEMENT SOLUTIONS!
(218)326-2057
Grand Rapids, Mn
Greeneconcrete.com

Essar Steel Minnesota is a $1.6 billion investment that will generate up to 2000 construction and 500
full-time permanent jobs. Essar has all of the necessary environmental approvals and permits to
construct facilities in support of up to 4.1 million tons per annum (mtpa) standard pellets, 2.8 mtpa
DRI pellets and 2.5 mtpa steel. The prior environmental review and permitting process included

completion of a very comprehensive joint Federal and State environmental impact statement.

Essar continues to invest significant time and resources toward construction and completing the development of detailed
plans to mine taconite, process ore into pellets and produce direct-reduced iron (DRI) and steel, while also finding ways
to generate cost savings and achieve additional environmental improvements to the project. As you know, Essar
recently proposed modifications to it's project to increase pellet production from the 4.1 mtpa originally permitted to 6.5
mtpa so the company can provide pellets for Essar Steel Algoma in addition to supplying it's on-site steel making needs.
Essar will essentially mine the same ore currently permitted but in 15 years instead of 20. The pellet capacity increase
will not change plans to produce direct reduced iron pellets or steel at currently permitted levels.

Essar Design Environmental Benefits, to name a few:

Detailed engineering for the proposed increase in pellet making allows the increase in pellet capacity
to occur while simultaneously maintaining or improving the significant environmental aspects of the
project. Specific examples include:

No additional wetlands impacts

Reduction in fugitive dust emissions from mine haul roads
Reductions in mercury and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions
Commitment to existing environmental protection, including;

o Best available control technology for air emissions
o Zero discharge to surface water and no additional water supply needed
o Integrated pellet and steel making to reduce fuel needs and related emissions

We are requesting that the DNR and MPCA follow the Supplement Environmental Impact
Statement rules while also ensuring that the environmental regulatory process moves forward
in a timely and cost effective manner.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted

Jerry Greene
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Conment Letter 9

From: John Heino [jheino@comolp.com]

Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2010 4:49 PM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Subject: Essar Steel Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

April 8, 2010

Bill Johnson

Division of Ecological Services, Box 25
MN Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Mr. Johnson:

[ am writing to support the Essar Steel project and to urge an effective and timely review of the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.

Essar Steel will generate as many as 2000 construction and 500 full-time permanent jobs at a time when
our region and state are sorely in need of momentum to restart our recession-weakened economy.
Considering the thorough work that has already been done on the state and federal environmental review
and permitting processes for the project as originally proposed, I hope you can help expedite the
supplemental review to allow the expanded project to move forward as quickly as possible.

As a lifelong resident of the region, I am fully supportive of responsible environmental regulation to
protect our resources. I hope you’ll agree that the DNR and PCA can fulfill their regulatory
responsibilities and still be responsive to ensure timely reviews when major investments and job creation
are at stake. Sound, yet efficient, regulatory review can certainly help differentiate Minnesota and give
us an edge when companies are considering where to create jobs.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards,

John Heino
President & CEO
Como Oil & Propane

4330 W. 15t St., Suite A
Duluth, MN 55807
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Comment Letter 10

From: Todd & Janet [tjjaranson@northlc.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 11, 2010 9:45 PM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Subject: Essar Steel

Dear Mr. Bill Johnson,
Following are our written comments regarding the SEIS for the Essar project in Nashwauk.

We live within the Project Boundary. The initial EIS minimally addressed our situation in
Sections 6.1.3 and 6.14. We note that the scope of the SEIS includes, among issues to be
addressed, Socioeconomic effects. As stated in the SEIS Preparation Notice, Minnesota Rules Part
4410.3000 provides that the scope of the SEIS is to include impacts and mitigation measures
inadequately addressed in the EIS. In light of the additional effects that the proposed increase in
pellet production would have on our family and our home, and as the Mitigation Measures set out
in Section 6.1.3 can now be seen to be clearly inadequate (as Essar has not followed through on the
acquisition process, which has no timelines or procedures described in the EIS), the SEIS would
not be complete unless Section 6.1.3 is more fully addressed. We ask that the SEIS include an
update and modification of Section 6.1.3 of the EIS to prescribe procedures and a timeline under
which Essar is to negotiate acquisition of the homes within the Project Boundary. No further
permits should be granted until Essar has addressed this issue and proceeded in good faith to
complete the process in a reasonable time.

Todd and Janet Jaranson
31461 Hwy 169
Pengilly, MN 55775

218-259-5417
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Comment Letter 12

From: Licari, Reggie [reggie.licari@ameripride.com]
Sent: Friday, April 09, 2010 3:36 PM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Cc: Lory Fedo

Subject: Essar Steel Supplemental EIS

Dear Mr. Johnson,

I am writing to you to pledge my support for the approval of Essar Steel's
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed modifications
to the Essar Steel Minnesota project.

As you know, the Essar Steel Minnesota project will provide a much needed
economic boost to our area. In addition to the 2,000 construction jobs, this
project will generate 500 permanent jobs plus many spin off jobs. For an area
that has been hit hard by economic declines, this is a very welcomed project. As
important as the additional jobs are for our area, it equally important that our
environment is protected as well.

Essar Steel has already completed a prior environmental review and permitting
process that included completion of a very comprehensive joint Federal and
State EIS. Essar continues to invest significant time and resources toward
construction and completing the development of detailed plans to mine taconite,
process ore into pellets and produce direct-reduced iron (DRI) and steel, while
also finding ways to generate cost savings and achieve additional environmental
improvements to the project. Essar recently proposed modifications to it's
project to increase pellet production from the 4.1 mtpa originally permitted to
6.5 mtpa so the company can provide pellets for Essar Steel Algoma location in
addition to supplying it's on-site steel making needs. Essar will essentially mine
the same ore currently permitted but in 15 years instead of 20. Detailed
engineering for the proposed increase in pellet making allows the increase in
pellet capacity to occur while simultaneously maintaining or improving the
significant environmental aspects of the project. Examples include:

o No additional wetlands impact

o Reduction in fugitive dust emissions from mine haul roads

o Reduction in mercury and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions

o Commitment to existing environmental protection, including:
Best available control technology for air emissions

L
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Coment Letter 13

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mr. Bill Johnson:

Page 1 of 1

Larry Majewski [ljmajewski@frontiernet.net]
Sunday, April 11, 2010 7:23 AM

Review, Environmental (DNR)

Essar Steel Environmental Suppliment

| am writing this letter of recommendation for the Environmental Supplement Rules for the Essar Steel Project. It
appears to me that the changes of production level and use of larger trucks and use of predesigned furnace
expansion will make the operation more efficient while having less impact on the environment.

This project is very important to the areas economy while the design is protecting the natural resources we all use
and enjoy. Not impacting more wetlands and reducing the dust emissions for hauling will be a benefit. A new
plant will be using the best available control technology for air emissions and not use any more water supply then

originally planned.

| believe this is a win,win for the economy and the environment.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Majewski

Fred's IGA Nashwauk

Nashwauk Chamber of Commerce Member

NPUC Member
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7= Minnesota Center for " . R U
¥ Environmental Advocacy e

The legal and scientific voice protecting and defending Minnesota’s environment

26 East Exchange Street - Suite 206

- Saint Paul, MN 55101-1667

April 12,2010

651.223,5969
651.223.5967 fax

meea@mncenter.org
www.mncenlerorg

' . Founding Director

Sigurd F. Olson
(1899-1982)

" Board of Directors -

Nancy Speer
Chair
Merritt Clapp-Smith’

Vice Chair

\
Kent White
Treasurer -

Bridget A, Hust

Secretary

Peter Bachman

Kim Carlson

John Hellahd

Cecily Hines

Do;.lglns A, Kelley
Michael Kleber-Diggs

Mehmet Kunaf-Stccnherg

Matt Samuel,
Gene Merriam
Steve Piragis
Irene Ounl!crs :

Executive Director

 Scott Strand
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'BY ELECTRONIC AND U.S. MAIL

. Bill Johnson | s .

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Ecological Services

Box 25, 500 Lafayette Rd.

St. PauIMN 55155 '

Re Commems on Scope of SF IS for Essar Steel Minnesota Modzf cations Proje et

’

_Dear. Mr. -Johnsqna.

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Minnesota Center for Environmental -

" Advocacy (“MCEA”) regarding the scope of the supplemental Environmental Impact

Statement (“SEIS™) for the Essar Steel Minnesota Modifications Project at its -
Nashwauk facility (“Essar Steel Project”). MCEA is a Minnesota nonprofit
environmental organization whose mission is to use law, science, and tesearch to -
preserve and protect Minnesota’s natural resources, wildlife, and the health of its
people. MCEA has state-wide membership. The Essar Steel Project involves
environmental impacts in many of the areas of MCEA’s w’brk including water
quahty, natural resources, public health, and energy. Thank you for the opportunity
to offer comments on the scope of the SEIS f01 the ProJect

i hese comments on the scope of 1he SEIS for the Essar Steei PIO_]eCt are submlttecl to
identify potentially significant issues relevant to the proposed Project, and help to
define the form, level of detail, content, and alternatives which should be anal yzed in

¢ the Essar Steel Project SEIS as dlrected by anesota Rules 4410.2100.

L Proposed Change in Life of Project .+ . |

The Essar Steel Project SEIS notice states that the Iife: of the project will be 15 rather -
than 20 years. No justification is provided for the change from a 20-year to a 15-year

B projéct, Without further explanation-and an independent justification for this change,

it appears that it may be intended to avoid analysis of significant increases in-real-
time pollution resulting from the facility. The Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (“DNR”) should request and obtain objective evidence showing the intent
of the Essar Steel Project. What, for example, have Essar Steel’s investors been told -
about the life of the project? Without further information and justification, the

* shortening of the life of the prOJ ect and the limitation that places on the environmental . -

analysis are arbitrary and capricious, and will render the SEIS inadequate.

Printed on 100 percent posi-consumer recycled paper using soy inks.,
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Page 7

L}

potential effects by the Environmental Quality Board (“EQB”). The new deﬁnmon fo1
cumulative potential effects is applicable to the state environmental review process. As this
definition has changed since the Final Environmental Impact Statement was issued in 2007, this

- section should be updated to reflect the changes in anesota s cnvn onmental rules. See Minn, -

R. 4410. 0200 Subp. 11a. . ‘

In par:ticular, an updated cumulative potential effects analysis must include axf assessment of

-cumulative potential effects on “the environmentally relevant area that might reasonably be .,

RV

14j j

~

expected to affect the same énvironmental resources.” Minn. R. 4410.0200, Supb. 11a. The
Essar Steel Project SEIS should expand the analysis from the first EIS (o include wetland
impacts in environmentally relevant areas within a larger area of the Mississippi Headwaters.
This analysis should include the impact from incr cased sulfate levels in the affected watershed,
fragmentation and cumulative water quality impacts from residential expansion, connected
impacts from expanded population, recreational impacts to wetlands, other-commercial or
industrial development, and expansion of area-communities. Additionally, a critical component

‘of any cumulative potential effects analysis must include the effects from climate change on the

environmental resources impacted by the Essar Stéel Project, including impacts on northern
anesota S wetland habitats, wate,l quantity and air quality.

VII. Connected Actions

 The Essar Steel P: oject SEIS should analyze the environmental’ 1mpacts from cunnected acuons

including:

e Electricity generation for the Essar Steel Project; and. o

e The impact on operations at Algoma Steel in Ontario, Canada and other operations of
Essar Steel Holdings, Ltd. (“ESHL”) as a result of the increased pnoducﬂon and/or supply
of pcllcts from the ]Zssal Steel PIOJBCI _

VIIIL.. Wetiand Im'pactsl T ;

While the Army Corps of Engmeers (“ACOE”) has delermmed that there will hc no addxtlonal
wetland impacts associated with the Essar Steel Project, MCEA notes that the increased
production proposed by the Essar’ Steel Project and associated inctease in water demands to
support the increased production may have wetland impacts beyond those analyzed in thé first
EIS. MCEA maintains that a determination of whether or not the Project will have additional

- . wetland 1mpacts cannot be ascertained until after an updated water quantity analysis has been

completed.- Additionally, the ACOE conclusion may be subject to reconsideration if the
shortened 15-year life of the project turns out to be unjustified. Unless Essar Steel demonstrates

~ that it is making this level of investment solely in anticipation of pr ocessing an ore body that will
be depleted in 15 years, it is not reasonable to assume that addltional mmmg, ~and associated, .
“wetland nnp'lcts w1]1 riot result from this project. -

~
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IX.  Availability of Information for Public Review

14kk MCEA requests that the DNR make technical'and other suppoiting documents involved in the -

- scoping and development of the Essar Steel Project SEIS available to the public via.a web page
to ensure that these documents are 1ead11y available for public review. Making documents
available through a dedicated web page, in addition to providing electronic or hard copies of _
documents through data practices requests, ensures that the spult and intent of state
environmental laws are met. The purpose of Minnesota’s environmental review rules is to aid in

providing an understanding of the impact a proposed project will have on the environment
“through the preparation.and public review of environmental documents,” Minn, R. 4410.0300,
supb 3. The rulés go further, requiring that government agencies ensure that any material

.. incorporated by reference in'an EIS be “r easonably available for inspection by interested persons
within the time allowed for comment”. Minn. R. 4410. 2400. Making background and '
supporting materials available on a dedicated web page would ensure that these materials were
readily available to mcmbels of the public interested in commentmg on the Essar Steel Project
SEIS. - - ' e W T
Providing access to documents via a web page has proven very successful with other government
agency initiatives regarding environmental matters. For.example, the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (“MPCA”™) provided access to technical and supporting documents on a web
page throughout the development of the Minnesota Regional Haze State Implementation Plan
(Haze SIP). The MPCA web page was regularly updated and included notonly documents
created by the MPCA; but-also included documents submitted by other government agencies,
public comments, and other relevant technical and supporting documents created as part of the =
development of the Haze SIP and used to support the conclusions 1eacheci in the Haze SIP. (See:

. t_tg ;’fwww pea.state.mn. us,fau;’l cgionalhaze.html). ‘ ]

MCEA encourdges the DNR to con51de1 this appr: oach clurmg the envir onmentai review process
of the Essar Steel Project- SEIS ' - - P

MCEA apprecxates the opportunity to make comments on the scope of the SEIS for the Essar
. Steel Pr oject. We look forward to conlmumg our involvement in lhls -envnonmenldl review
process. : -

Please lef me know 1f you have any qucstmns or concerns 1ega| ding any of the issues raised in
these comments 2

~ Staff Attorney -
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Conment Letter 16
Johnson, Bill H (DNR)

From: mel milky [melmilky@yahoo.com|]
Sent: Thursday, April 08, 2010 8:57 AM
To: Review, Environmental (DNR)
Subject: To: Bill Johnson

Dear Mr. Johnson,

Essar Steel Minnesota is a $1.6 billion investment that will generate up to 2000 construction
and 500 full-time permanent jobs. Essar has all of the necessary environmental approvals and
permits to construct facilities in support of up to 4.1 million tons per annum (mtpa)
standard pellets, 2.8 mtpa DRI pellets and 2.5 mtpa steel. The prior environmental review and
permitting process included completion of a very comprehensive joint Federal and State
environmental impact statement.

Essar continues to invest significant time and resources toward construction and completing
the development of detailed plans to mine taconite, process ore into pellets and produce
direct-reduced iron (DRI) and steel, while also finding ways to generate cost savings and
achieve additional environmental improvements to the project. As you know, Essar recently
proposed modifications to it's project to increase pellet production from the 4.1 mtpa
originally permitted to 6.5 mtpa so the company can provide pellets for Essar Steel Algoma in
addition to supplying it's on-site steel making needs. Essar will essentially mine the same
ore currently permitted but in 15 years instead of 20. The pellet capacity increase will not
change plans to produce direct reduced iron pellets or steel at currently permitted levels.
Essar Design Environmental Benefits, to name a few:

Detailed engineering for the proposed increase in pellet making allows the increase in pellet
capacity to occur while simultaneously maintaining or improving the significant environmental
aspects of the project. Specific examples include:

" No additional wetlands impacts

" Reduction in fugitive dust emissions from mine haul roads " Reductions in mercury and
nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions " Commitment to existing environmental protection,
including; o Best available control technology for air emissions o Zero discharge to
surface water and no additional water supply needed o Integrated pellet and steel making
to reduce fuel needs and related emissions " We are requesting that the DNR and MPCA follow
the Supplement Environmental Impact Statement rules while also ensuring that the
environmental regulatory process moves forward in a timely and cost effective manner.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted,

Melissa Milkovich
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Comment Letter 18

From: Olson, Michael E [MOLSO2@amfam.com]
Sent: Monday, April 05, 2010 2:18 PM

To: Review, Environmental (DNR)

Subject: Essar Steel

I believe Essar Mn. Steel will be a great addition to Nashwauk and Itasca County. With the new engineering that has been
done and the shortened production haul roads, the impact on the environment will be very minimal. | believe all of the plans
were presented very well at the meeting.

| have been a lifelong resident and business owner in Nashwauk & worked at the Butler taconite mine until it closed. | believe
Essar Mn. Steel will be much more environmentally friendly than the old Butler plant.

I look forward to seeing the plant startup and working with Essar.

Mike Olson
President, Nashwauk Chamber of Commerce

Mike Olson

American Family Insurance
112 Central Avenue
Nashwauk MN 55769
Phone: 218-885-2714
Fax: 218-885-2720
molso2@amfam.com

If you do not want to receive future unsolicited commercial email advertisements or promotions from American Family
Insurance you may opt-out by clicking here
Note: After opting-out, you may receive emails that you have specifically requested from American Family. If you are a current American Family customer, you may still

receive transactional emails regarding your existing policies or accounts with American Family. American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates utilize the
PossibleNow DNESolution to administer this email opt-out process.
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Conment Letter 23

From: Paul Tufte [ptufte@comolp.com]
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 8:54 AM
To: Review, Environmental (DNR)
Subject: Thank You for your help!

April 12,2010

Bill Johnson

Division of Ecological Services, Box 25
MN Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MIN 55155

Dear Mr. Johnson:

[ am writing to support the Essar Steel project and to urge an effective and timely review of the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.

Essar Steel will generate as many as 2000 construction and 500 full-time permanent jobs at a time when
our region and state are sorely in need of momentum to restart our recession-weakened economy.
Considering the thorough work that has already been done on the state and federal environmental review
and permitting processes for the project as originally proposed, I hope you can help expedite the
supplemental review to allow the expanded project to move forward as quickly as possible.

As a lifelong resident of the region, I am fully supportive of responsible environmental regulation to
protect our resources. I hope you’ll agree that the DNR and PCA can fulfill their regulatory
responsibilities and still be responsive to ensure timely reviews when major investments and job creation
are at stake. Sound, yet efficient, regulatory review can certainly help differentiate Minnesota and give
us an edge when companies are considering where to create jobs.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,

Paul A. Tufte

Division Manager
COMO OIL & PROPANE
P.O. Box #68

11419 E. Hwy. #37
Hibbing, MN 55746

Ph. 218-262-0855

cell 218-966-6647
ptufte@comolp.com
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Comment Letter 24

From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

q-

Rob West [rwest@apexgetsbusiness.com]
Friday, March 19, 2010 10:10 AM
environmentalrev@state.mn.us
Johnson, Bill H (DNR)

ESSAR planned capacity increase

Dear Minnesota Department of Natural Resources —

Page 1 of 1

On behalf of the 66 member/investors of APEX, a privately held business and economic
development corporation located in Northeastern Minnesota, we are writing in support of
ESSAR's request to expand its production capacity from 4.1 million tons per year (mtpy) to 6.5
mtpy. We do not believe that the proposed expansion will cause any significant impact or
create additional environmental issues with particulate emissions and noise. Further, we do not
believe if this request is granted, it will create additional concerns regarding human health and
safety. We therefore support this request and we welcome the additional employment
opportunities that it may create within the region.

We are available to offer additional comment at your request.

Sincerely,

Rob West

President & CEO

218-740-3667
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