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DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife Cultural Resources Program

Figure 1. Location of the Carlos Avery Game Farm Brooder Sheds
USGS Coon Lake Beach and Linwood Quadrangles (1974, revised 1993), 7.5 minute series
scale approximately 1:12000
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Figure 2
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Attachment A
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Swallow Nesting Information Sheet

(For staff and contractors involved in bridge replacement and maintenance)

Bridges are often the home to large colonies of nesting swallows, particularly cliff swallows.
The protected areas under a bridge provide the combination of vertical and horizontal
structure and substrate required for swallows to build their nests. Concrete bridges in
particular provide a substrate to which mud readily attaches, thus allowing for large colonies
to develop. Additionally, swallows typically pick sites over or adjacent to water, making
concrete bridges an ideal nesting location.

All swallow species are protected by the
Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Therefore,
any action resulting in the death or disturbance of
nesting birds or their young is illegal and subject to
state and federal penalties. It is the responsibility of
the project manager, or hired contractor, to take the
necessary measures to avoid disturbance to the
swallow population when working on bridges
containing a swallow colony.

The following recommendations will help avoid conflicts with swallows nesting on bridges.

1. Bridge repairs and maintenance should be conducted outside the swallow nesting season
between September 1% and May1®'. Swallows return to Minnesota and start building nests
around the beginning of May and leave toward the end of August. By avoiding this active
time, no other steps to avoid impact to the nest colony are needed.

2. Begin bridge work or demolition prior to the nesting season. The activity in and around the
bridge should ward off potential nesting swallows.

3. Drape fine-meshed material underneath the bridge (“diaper” the bridge) that will preclude
access to the bridge’s underside where swallows prefer to nest. Materials can include
canvas, netting with openings smaller than 2", burlap or other material that will preclude
access. This material should be in place by mid April to prevent establishment of a nesting
colony.

4. Atthe signs of first attempts of nest building, hose down the partially constructed nests as
often as needed to prevent establishment. This will prevent egg laying. Once eggs are
laid, a permit is needed to remove the nest.

5. As a last measure, if birds have not been adequately prevented from nesting on the
bridge structure, the project manager or contractor is responsible for obtaining the
required state and federal permits for removal of the young and/or eggs. Information
regarding permits can be obtained from the US Fish and Wildlife Service at (612) 713-
5436 or Email permitsR3MB@fws.gov, or MN Department of Natural Resources, Division
of Ecological Resources at (651) 259-5148.







