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SafeNet 
What is SAFENET? 

 
The SAFENET system is a tool for operational wildland firefighters and support staff to communicate unsafe, 
unhealthy, near-miss and high-risk operations within wildland fire, all-hazard operations, training and other related 
work environments to leadership. SAFENET is also a reporting system to collect data to assist in identifying trends, 
document working conditions, and track accidents. Reporting data assists wildland fire leadership in making 
informed decisions to help mitigate risk. 
 
SAFENET is a confidential database. Users are encouraged, but not required, to include name and contact 
information when reporting. SAFENETs are sanitized to display safety and health-related information only, and 
will not identify the names of individuals, crews or other resources. SAFENET is not intended for initiating 
punitive actions or airing personal grievances.  SAFENET is not a substitute for "on the spot" risk mitigations or 
corrections. It is a tool used to identify, document, track and communicate safety and risk management related 
issues. 

Who Should File a SAFENET? 
 
Individuals who observe or are involved in a high-risk situation should initiate immediate corrective action and/or 
risk mitigation, if possible. 
 
It is recognized that radio, IT, network and communications play a large role in SAFENET submittals. In order to 
serve the field, it is suggested that each individual first follow their respective agencies radio, network and 
communication ticket workflow. This ensures that the issue is now in the que to be resolved. It is then suggested 
that individuals submit a SAFENET to document the issue and how it relates to wildland fire, all hazard, or training 
operations. 

What Happens Next? 
The form that follows this section may be completed and submitted to the Wildfire Operations Supervisor at 
wildfiresupervisors.dnr@state.mn.us.  
 
If a report is filed on the NWCG website, SAFENET data reports are first reviewed and sanitized (removing 
identifying information) by the SAFENET administrator. Reports are then forwarded to the applicable NWCG Risk 
Management Committee Agency representative as well as to those they designate. This may include unit-level fire 
and safety managers, radio program representatives or national office fire managers. 
 
NWCG Risk Management Committee Agency Representatives and corresponding designees have two full business 
days to review the report before the report is being posted publicly to the SAFENET website. In rare cases, NWCG 
Risk Management Committee (NWCG RMC) representatives may request additional time to listen to concerns 
and/or confirm information before a SAFENET is made public. The NWCG Risk Management Committee 
approves these requests. If you have filed a report and are concerned about the time it is taking to become public, 
please contact the SAFENET manager at SAFENET_Administrator@blm.gov. 
 
Agency responses actions may take place and will be reported on the SAFENET website. 
 
The SAFENET system is intended to provide a forum for wildland firefighters to communicate their safety and risk 
management concerns. Once the system brings a potential issue to light, the agency(s) involved review the issue 
and can provide comments, correct inaccuracies, and/or implement corrective actions (if necessary) based on their 
findings. Neither the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) nor its members make any claims as to the 
accuracy or validity of individual SAFENETs. 

mailto:wildfiresupervisors.dnr@state.mn.us
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