
A competency state-based certification program 

MN Certified Tree Inspector Program

Funding provided by a grant from the MNDNR and USDA Forest Service. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



History & Responsibilities

• Program created in 1974 in response to Dutch elm disease

• Program administered by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR)

• Maintain Tree Inspector Database

• Send notification of test results and Tree Inspector cards

• University of Minnesota conducts and manages education and examinations





Certification Curriculum 
• Dutch elm disease

• Oak wilt 

• Emerald ash borer

• Other forest insect pests (Lymantria dispar (Spongy moth), forest tent caterpillar) 

• Basic tree species identification

• Best planting practices 

• Firewood ID



New Certification

• Take and pass (≥70%) the Certified Tree Inspector Exam at an annual 
certification workshop or via the online course

• Submit DNR Application for Certification



Annual Recertification

Complete 6 hours of continuing education credits each year by attending 

approved workshops or completing an approved electronic recertification 

option. 

• Workshop examples: MN Shade Tree Short Course, Northern Green Expo, MN Certified 

Tree Inspector Workshops, Rochester Arborists Workshop (RAW), Iowa Shade Tree 

Short Course, etc. 



Recertification cycle

Pass the TI exam

Certification valid until 
Dec. 31 of following 

year

Complete continuing 
education (STSC, RAW, 
TI Recert event, etc.)

Lapsed Certification



www.mntreeinspector.umn.edu



Education Questions?

Contact Marissa Endres

MNTreeInspector@umn.edu

https://mntreeinspector.umn.edu/


	Slide 1: MN Certified Tree Inspector Program
	Slide 2: History & Responsibilities
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Certification Curriculum 
	Slide 5: New Certification
	Slide 6: Annual Recertification
	Slide 7: Recertification cycle
	Slide 8: www.mntreeinspector.umn.edu
	Slide 9: Education Questions?  Contact Marissa Endres MNTreeInspector@umn.edu  https://mntreeinspector.umn.edu/



