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Problem—The ecological health of the Minnesota River is continually impacted by:

Project outcomes will be used to quantify future ecosystem changes and inform management 
strategies that will benefit the ecological health of the Minnesota River.

Objective—Accelerate understanding of the Minnesota River ecosystem including:
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Plankton—Conducted the first comprehensive 

survey of Minnesota River plankton communities.

Habitat—Quantified habitat features, including 

relative elevation of the riverbed at 12 fixed sites.

Backwaters—Highlighted the diversity 

and importance of backwater habitats; 
capturing 51 fish species.

Fish—Unveiled a population of Paddlefish and evaluated 

population dynamics of Shovelnose Sturgeon. 

Outcomes

Bathymetric map of a reach of 
river near Judson, MN
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Sectioned fin rays 
were used to 

estimate age and 
growth of 
sturgeon


