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Scale Collection Tips: Collect 4 - 6 Scales 
• With the ÿsh still in the landing net or on a measuring board, collect 
4-6 scales using a pocket knife from anywhere along the side or back 
of the ÿsh. Scrape ÿrmly in a head-to-tail direction to "pull" scales 
out with the knife tip. 

• DO NOT clean the scales. The “dirty” material is the genetic 
tissue needed to collect DNA. 

• Place scales into collection envelope. In pencil, ÿll out the 
Locality (bay ÿsh was caught in), Date, Length, and Collector 
(your name) on each collection envelope. One ÿsh per envelope.* 

• Leave scales in envelope and let them air dry completely before storage. 
DO NOT store in a plastic bag. 

• Out ÿshing? You can pick up and drop o° your collection envelopes at 
Everett Bay Lodge, Glenwood Lodge, Muskego Point Resort, Retreat Lodge, 
Spring Bay Resort, Vermilion Dam Lodge, or the DNR Tower Area o˛ce. 

Thank you for participating! 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Area Fisheries O˛ce

Muskellunge Population Assessment 
Cooperative Fisheries Research on Lake Vermilion 

©MN DNR, C. Iverson 




