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A note from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Boating Laws to Remember

Life Jackets M , / /
Minnesota law requires a Coast Guard approved wearable life jacket (Type I, I, Il or V) for each person on board. The /s WM/%{W /// | 6/: ( Z // (
device may either be worn or readily accessible (except on personal watercraft - see below). In addition, if your boat is 16 a 3 s
A < =

feet or longer (except for canoes and kayaks) you must also have one Type IV throwable device (buoyant cushion or ring
buoy) for the craft. Children under 10 years old are now required to wear a life jacket when boating in Minnesota, except: 1)

Dear parents and educators...
"H20 TOONS" explains many of the basic principles of

boating and water safety. It's intended for children who are
perhaps beyond the age of being interested in the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) "Water Safety Col-
oring and Activity Book," but too young to take the DNR home
study Watercraft Operator's Permit course.

when the boat is anchored and being used as a swimming platform or 2) when the child is below decks or in an enclosed

cabin on the craft.

Operator Age for Motorboats

(not including personal watercraft - PWCs, Jet Skis, etc. - see below)
B A person under the age of 12 years may operate 25 hp or less with no restriction. If more than 25 hp thru 75 hp, they
must have someone at least 21 on board within reach of the controls. Over 75 hp, they cannot operate, even

We hope that you will fake a few minutes to read through
"H20 Toons" with your child, discuss the safety concepts and

how they might apply to him or her.

Besides providing entertainment, we hope "H20 Toons"
will help to lay the foundation of good water recreation safety
habits for Minnesota’'s most precious resource...our children!

with an adult on board.
B Persons 12 - 17 years of age may operate 25 hp or less with no restriction. If over 25 hp, they must either have a
Watercraft Operator’s Permit, or someone at least 21 on board within reach of the controls.

Personal Watercraft Laws
(PWCs, Jet Skis, etc.)

B A person under the age of 13 years may not operate a personal watercraft, even with an adult on board.

B A 13 year old operating a personal watercraft must either have someone at least 21 on board, or have a Watercraft
Operator’s Permit and be under visual supervision by someone at least 21.

B Persons 14 through 17 must have a Watercraft Operator’s Permit, or have someone at least 21 on board.

B It is unlawful for the owner of any watercraft to permit its operation in violation of the age restrictions.

B Everyone operating or riding on a personal watercraft (PWC) must wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type |, Il llI,
or V life jacket.

B You may only operate a PWC between 9:30 a.m. and one hour before sunset.

B You may not travel at greater than slow-no wake speed within 150 feet of a dock, swimmer, swimming raft, moored or
anchored watercraft, non-motorized watercraft or shore (unless launching or landing a skier by the most direct
route to open water).

B If you tow a person on water skis or other device, there must be another person on board to act as an observer, or the
PWC must be equipped with factory-installed or factory-specified accessory rearview mirrors.

W If the PWC is equipped by the manufacturer with a lanyard-type cutoff switch, it must be attached to the person, life
jacket or clothing of the operator when underway.

B You may not operate a PWC if the spring-loaded throttle has been removed or tampered with so it interferes with the
return-to-idle system.

B You may not travel at greater than slow-no wake speed through emergent or floating vegetation.

B You may not weave through congested watercraft traffic, or jump the wake of another watercraft, within 150 feet of the
other watercraft.

B You may not chase or harass wildlife.
B A PWOC rules decal must be on the craft in full view of the operator.

Credits

Penciled/Inked/Colored by: Bill Fugate

Written by: Bill Fugate and Department of Natural Resources

Also, our sincere thanks to Pamela Majors at the National Spinal
Cord Injury Association for her advice on the information on page 4.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT BOAT AND WATER SAFETY, CONTACT:

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - Boat and Water Safety, 500 Lafayette Rd., St. Paul, MN 55155-4039.
Telephone: 651-259-5400. In Greater Minnesota call toll free 888-646-6367.

TTY (hearing impaired) 651-296-5484 or toll free 800-657-3929.

Send us an e-mail at: boatandwater.dnr@state.mn.us

Connect with us:
mndnr.gov/boatingsafety

i [E1 facebook.com/MnDNRBoatandWaterSafety
mndnr.gov/boatingcourse

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by calling the phone numbers above.

THAT ‘S A LOWHEAD DAM !

1F WE GET CALUGHT IN THE
CURRENT, |'T COULD TAKE
HOURS TO GET OUT/

2 RUMBLE!

WELL, WERE LUCKY TO
BE F/ISH! THE HUMANS
(CALL THOSE THINGS
NDROWNING MACHINES" !

OH,YEAH/!
HUMANS

g@@ Zoes MUY WREES
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SWEIRD , BUT //
TRUE ! HUMANS
BREATHE AIR... -

DIFFCULT”
Al

FIND some o |« // ’ MAY LOOK HARMLESS
BREATHE ! THESE 7, ¢ / / ESPECIALLY FROM LP-

LOWHEAPS CAN \ / / / STREAM .., UNTIL YOU GET
MAKE THAT _,\r/%[ /// ///// r%/[[/_’r/d/ CAUGHT IN THE SP/LL Y
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— —J USUALLY NO MORE THAN
R 1O FEET HIGH. SOME ARE

4
s AS LOW AS & /NCHES. THEY
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» WATER FLOWING OVER THE
DPROP CREATES A PANGER-
OUS RECIRCULATING
CURRENT, OR \HYPRAULIC”

NAIR BUBBLES MIXING IN
THE WATER PECREASE ITS
BLUOYANCY BY ABOUT ONE-
THIRD, MAKING |'T HARD
TO STAY AFLOAT EVEN
WITH A LIFE JACKET!”

“ANYTHING TRAPPED IN
THIS “HYPRAULIC! 15 PUSHEP |
| TO THE BOTTOM, PULLED
/] BACK TO THE FACE OF THE
DAM, THEN PUSHED TO
THE BOTTOM AGAIN. 7

STO MAKE MATTERS
WORSE, BOTH SIPES OF
THE PAM ARE LISUALLY

| SHEER CONCRETE WALLS!
1T ALMOST /MPOSSIBLE

TO CLIMB OUT EVEN IF

YOU CAN GET THAT FAR /(¥

WATTEMPTING A RESCUE |N THIS SITUATION 1S ALSO VERY
| PANGEROLS ! WHILE RESCUE METHOPS HAVE BEEN

~ IMPROVED \N RECENT YEARS, MANY EMERGENCY WORKERS
AND FIREFIGHTERS HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES TRYING TO
SAVE PEOPLE TRAPPED IN THESE *PROWNING MACHINES', 7/
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DANGER!

MAZARDOUS RECIRCULATING
CURRENTS BELOW TwiS DAM
CAN TRAP AND DROWN A VICTIM

HAVE PIEP
BECALSE.
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GOSH, LINK/

I GUESS
YOU’RE

RIGHT...

TUEY DPON’T KNOW
“THE HALF OF 1T/
WHEN THEY'RE OLOER,
I’LL TELL 7EM ABOUT

A

RUNBLE /Ty

ALMOST FORGOT
THE PORTABLE
7V/s RUN BACK
TO THE CAR ANDP
GET IT, WILLYA,

JUNIOR =

UH-OH!
LOOKS LIKE
I'‘M ABOUT

TO HAVE
COMPANY !

UH... DAD,
PON’'T YOoU THINK
THE BOAT 1S
GETTINGA LITTLE




DON’'T WORRY, PADP/
WE CAN STILL
WATCH TV/

WHY DO THEY KEEP RISKING L/FE
AND L/MB WHEN A FEW SIMPLE
PRECAUTIONS cOULD SAVE

EVERYONE A LOT OF GRIEF=

SOMETIMES\/
BREATHING
ALL THAT A/R
MOST AFFECT

YOU NEED> AT LEAST

4 INCHES OF NEW,CLEAR

ICE TO SUPPORT AN

AVERAGE-SIZED PERSON .

|\F THERE’S SNOW ON THE

\CE OR THE ICE HAS STARTED

TO MELT, \T'S PROBABLY

NOT srfw
\\ SnowmosiLES \|

Y[ NEED B INCHES,

AND CARS NEED
00 Q@ / A FOOT OR MORE
4 OF SOLIP ICE
DEPENDING

ON THE
WEIGHT.

CHANGING WEATHER, CLURRENTS...

EVEN THE HEAT CALSED BY

ROTTING VEGETATION CAN ALL
AFFECT THE QUALITY OF ICE/

WHEN YoUu GO

OUT ON THE ICE,

1Ts BEST TO TEST
ITS THICKNESS
EVERY FEW

7

e

SHOULP NEVER
GO OUT ON THE
ICE WITHOUT

A GROWN-UP

TAKE THIS
BOZ0O, FOR
EXAMPLE /
DOESN/T
HE KNOW

AND BOATS
BAL MIXZ

gome WORDS OF ADVICE ON THE SUBJECT OF...

7 W7

NE MORNING
IN THE LAKE...

JUST HAD
A COUPLE
OF BEERS!

A COULPLE OF
BEERS CAN COST
You A LOo7 OF
TEARS, PUDE !

YOUR EYESIGHT,
JUPGMENT, BALANCE ...

o TUM-TE-DUM &
i

N A LGO, You

WEATHER'S

HEY, LISTEN.,.. T'‘M A F/SH.
IF THERE’S ONE THING T
KNOW ABOUT, \T'S WATER/

ANDP ONE THING
T KNOW FOR
SURE ABOULT
WATER 1S THAT

N CROSSING ICE IN AN
ENCLOSED VEHICLE 1%
USUALLY A BAD IDEA. IF
YOU MUST DO S0, UNLOCK
YOUR COOR AND ROLL
POWN YOUR WINPOW !
YOU MIGHT HAVE TO GET
OUT FAST/

LAND PEOFLE
CAN'T BREATHE
THE STUFF/

SWIMMING

BOOK ABOUT
IT IF THE
PAGES PIDPN'T

>SiGHE ANYHOW,
AT CAN You po=
| THEY'RE HERE TO

STAY, T GUESS...

AFTER ALL,

YOU DON'T SEE
ANY FISH ouT
THERE PRIVING

...EVEN (UGH!)
FISHING \N I T/ SOME
OF ‘EM EVEN COME OUT

N IF YOU FALL THROUGH
THE ICE, DON'T PANIC /!
TURN IN THE PIRECTION
YOU CAME. FROM AND THROW
YOUR ARMS ACROSS THE
ICE. BY KICKING YOUR
FEET, YOU MAY BE ABLE TO
PULL YOURSELF ouT/”

“THE A/R TRAPPED
IN YOUR CLOTHING

WiLL HELP KEEP
YOU FROM SINKING.”

YWoU MIGHT CARRY A COUPLE OF
LONG NAILS OR HOMEMADE
/CE PIcks TO HELP PULL YOUR-
SELF OUT OF THE WATER/ 7

CAN'T swi/m
TOO WELL/

CARRIED ON CORD

AROUND NECK Y 1

“PON‘T STAND LUP

ONCE YOU'RE
OuT! INSTEAD,
ROLL AWAY IN
THE DIRECTION |4,
YOU CAME. FROMY

R

HERE IN THE W/NTER! T
MEAN , WHAT’S THE
B8/G ATTRACT/ONZ

I duST WISH
SOME OF ‘EM
wouLe LEARN TO
BE. MORE
CAREFUL !

CARS OR PLAYING
SOFTBALL/

NYUK NYUK/!

“MF YOU SEE SOMEONE FALL

THROWUGH THE ICE , PON'T GO

OUT YOURSELF OR TRY TO

PULL THEM OUT BY HANP. . .
YOu CAN EASILY BE PULLED

IN TOO! INSTEAD, TRY TO
EXTENDC OR THROW

SOMETHING THEY CAN GRAB!Y

VA GOOP METHOP |S TO
SLIPE A LIGHT BAAT ACROSS
THE ICE SO THEY CAN REACH
IT IF THE ICE STARTS TO
BREAKUP, YOU CAN CLIMBE

OF COURSE,
SIGNS LIKE
THIS AREN'T

D G Y

N REMEMBER, ANYONE

) P

WHO FALLS INTO coLo
WATER \S RISKING
HYPOTHERMIA! THEY
NEED TO GET WARM AS |
SQON AS POSSIBLE/” |

JUST FOR
SHoOW !

BuT JUusT
BECAUSE ICE
ISN/T POSTED
POESN'T MEAN
IT'S SAFE!

OH,WELL ...
IT’2 NO SKIN
OFF MY FINS/

ONE-THIRD
OF ALL WATER
ACCIPENTS

ACTUALLY, MOST
DPROWNING VICTIMS
DPON’T EVEN MEAN TO
BE ¢~V THE WATER IN

THE FIRST PLACE/

THEY FALL OUT OF
BOATS, OFF OF
PoOCKS, INTO
SWIMMING FODOLS,,.

ALCOHOL !

SHEESH! OLD
MAN WINTER SURE
POESN' T MESS AROUND/!
THE WHOLE LAKE'S
PRACTICALLY FROZEN

CHECKING IT
ouT TO SEE

PON'T TRY
SWIMMING
LIKE ONE/

VNTHE VICTIM |8 MOSTLY LOOKING
UP, SO HE CAN’T SEE ANYTHING
TO GRAB ONTO-... AND HE CAN'T

CALL FOR HEL P BECAUSE HE’S

LEARN TO RECOGNIZE
THE INSTINCTIVE
CROWNING RESFPONSE.,,.
THE WAY A PERSON
ACTS WHEN HE OR
SHE 1S PROWNING//

FOR ONE THING ,
WATER DOESN'T
ALWAYS FREEZE

THINK THEY
SHoULD RISK
IT S0 SOON/

I

WHEN THIS HAPPENS,

THE HEAD \S THROWN

BACK AS THE VICTIM
GASPS FOR AIR...
WHILE THE ARMS

LOOK SAFE,
CAN'T JUDGE

i)

BEAT THE WATER

REMEMBER

ONE AREA MIGHT
BE THICK ENOUGH TO

IN AN UP AND PDOWN
MOTION, TRYING TO

FOUR LITTLE

s A

WY

(- —_————

VER SPIF:

Y-/

HOLD A CAR...
JUST A FEW YARDS
AWwAy TS5 TOO THIN
TO WALK ACROSS

KEEP THE HEAD
ABOVE THE SURFACE/

AN UNSUPERVISEDR CcH/ILLO

( THAT'S A SMALL HUMAN )

CAN DPROWN IN LESS THAN
AN /WVCH OF WATER/

SOMETIMES PEOPLE
PROWN IN FL/LL VIiEW
OF OTHER PEOPLE...
PEOPLE WHO COULD SAVE
THEM.., EXCEPT THEY
DPON'T REAL/ZE THE
PERSON |S PROWNING /

TN TV
VS50 A LOT OF PROWNING
VICTIMS DON'T LOOK
LIKE THEY’/RE DROWNING
AT ALL... THEY LOOK
LIKE THEY/RE PLAYING!”




N E THEY/RE TOO FAR AWAY, 7HROW BY “coLD” I MEAN N BUT BO° ON DRY NS0 IN THE WATER BUT AS T WAS \/// LIKE OUR FRIEND  N-{ I SEE HE LIGHTENEL

KN
ONLY A TRAINED LIFEGUARL SHOULD N COLD WATER LSUALLY KILLS BY “DoN'T TAKE OFF YOUR CLOTHES HIS LOAP.., AND HE LEFT THE

e e TEt s R e I A 3 BN Lo TR (S0 55 picrez Ml | B TE NG, ) | Seone e EIEE s serone S [T ekt N g R L T

TRY TO REACH THEM WITH SOM 2 STAY AFLOAT LONG BEFORE HEART HEAT AND AIR THAT HELPS KEEP : / T / ’

A ROPE, A BRANCH, AN OAR, OR JUST A COOLER , A FLAST/C FAILURE FROM THE COLD DOES YOU YOU AFLOAT! 1T/ A GOOP IDEA HEAT AWAY FROM THE VICTIMS CON'T © TRY AGAIN ;

LONG ST/ICK. TRY TO PLACE IT JSUG ... ANYTHING BOPY 25 TIMES JSUMP IN..,

TO PRESS WARMLY, IN LAYERS ! /
MANY L/FE(JACKET;/ BESICES OH , SURE. ! THAT FASTER THAN AIR?Z 7
PROVIDING FLOTATION, ALSO HELP POESN/T SOUND P

SLOW HEAT LOSS! MANY VICTIMS COLD! 560 PEGREES Pl T
OF HYFPOTHERMIA WOULP HAVE LIVED 1S JACKET WEATHER, =
IF THEY'D WORN A LIFE JACKET

IN/ S0 (TS IMPORTANT TO GET OUT
OF THE WATER AS FAST AS YOU CAN/
{F YOUR BOAT CAPSIZES, TRY TO
GETON TOP OF IT! YOUR CHANCES
OF SURVIVAL IMPROVE IF YOU KEEP
YOUR HEADP AND LIPPER BOLY ABOVE
WATER / 7/

THEY FALL IN/!

e AT WL

,\\\FL OAT. ”

OIRECTLY IN THEIR
GRASP, BECALSE
THEY MAY NOT BE
ABLE TO SEE \T.7

Y/ KNOW, MOST
FATAL BOATING
ACCIPENTS OCCUR
WHEN BOATS CAPSIZE

OR SOMEONE. JUST
FALLS OUT WITHOUT A
LIFE JACKET! THIS
GUY WAS WEAR/NG \

“REMEMBER, THEY MAY NOT BE ABLE TO SEE

A\ = . A :
IT, 50 GET |'T AS CLOSE AS YOU CAN! J Bu\fcyfﬁsiiv[fgz# %“f !A;—ER N A PERSON SUFFERING FROM M/ILD HYPOTHERMIA CAN ONi/ f%ﬁrEEdegﬁOT GUESS HE'S =
; ' CONSERVE HEAT BY CROSSING EASILY RECOVER WITH PROPER CARE ! TAKE OFF ANY 2 NOT AS DUMB AS
YOUR ARMS OVER YOUR CHEST WET CLOTHING AND WRAP THE VICTIM WARMLY, TAKING NE. LOOKS.
AND AS SOON AND CROSSING YOUR ANKLES CARE TO COVER THE H/é-Ai;t‘JAD gép;/cﬁl‘é';'i7;2?p(2;;w -
IN THE “HELP ROSITION X, WITH MAXIMUM HEAT LOSS / Wi . [
HEVER BEpLLOWES i PZSSlBLE"' MORE THAN ONE PERSON ; YOU ALSO HELP RESTORE VITAL BODY HEAT... BUT NO TOeT BECALSE YOU'RE A GoOD
NEAR WATER WITHOUT CALL CAN HUODLE TOGETHER FOR ALCOMOL ! ALCOHOL 15 A DEPRESSANT AND WILL SWIMMER DOESNT MEAN YOU PON'T NEED
SUFERVISION ] PROWNING EXTRA WARMTH, ACTUALLY LOWER TUE BOPY TEMPERATURE !/ TO WEAR A LIFE UACKET, MOST OF THE - THERE ARE £/VE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE DIED IN BOATING TYPES OF U.5. COAST

1S THE NUMBER TWO
CAUSE OF ACCIDENTAL
DEATH FOR KIDS/

ACCIPENTS KNEW HOW TO SWIM, BUT THAT
WASN'T ENOUGH TO SAVE THEIR LIVES!

GUARD APPROVED
LIFE JACKETS.

Y IN SEVERE

N "
YEAR LETS ’ CASES, THE VICTIM

~
(rf\ NOT OKAY,
EXACTLY HOW WHO HAD THE
¢ T PLANNED TO PASTRAMIZ

SWIMIWLTHINYEUDD o

TRY HAWAIL S ' s MAY BE REVIVED
2 ~ THROUGH CPR
(CARDIO- PULMONARY HUMAN BEINGS ARE WARM-BLOODEL, WITH AN AVERAGE BODY TEMPERATLRE
RESUSCITATION). OF ABOUT 98. 6° FAHRENHEIT! IN COLD WATER — 70° OR LESS — THE BODY
KEEP THEM LOSES HEAT FAST/ THAT'S WHEN AN UNEXPECTED PLUNGE 1S MOST R

OF COURSE, EVERYBOLY SHOULD
LEARN TO sW/M{ PLENTY OF CLASSES
ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH COMMUNITY

DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES AND PURPOSES

l—@ACH TYPE OF LIFE JACKET |S PESIGNED FOR

X As YOU/VE PROBABLY NOTICEP BY NOW— CARTOON UNCONSCIOUS

LITTLE PROTECTION

SCHOOLS PROGRAMS AND THE s INBVE R AIONES 4
T o : WARM AND GET DANGEROUS ... BECAUSE EVEN IF YOU CAN STAY AFLOAT AND
EPERCAN RER BRO=sL SWim BED CRERY TN SR MEDPICAL HELP KEEP BREATHING You RUN THE RISK OF, . [ JJYPEX TYPE IL
AS SOON AS _ s - 1 L/ “near-siore
=S (=70 L i
= PDESIGNATED AL V ¥ o u ! —_USUALLY S ILAR 7o
ASWIMIAREAS! 190" | v U 0 CommERCIAL i A
S E < ‘ VESSELS .
= DD e, g, =) .. L PEOPLE FACE LIP,
; Q o y e i L r = INEXPENSIVE , BUT
: P '

FISH ARE A GOOD PEAL SMARTER THAN REAL ONES. I — . >
YOU CAN HAVE FUN ON N HYPOTHERMIA gjo ¥ a)’QQ ' Ve e Bl o
THE WATER SAFELY ALL L MEANS YOUR Y\ POSITION. INERLE MR -
NATURALLY, EVEN YEAR LONG IF YOU'RE SHow Em! BODY IS LOSING
GOOD SWIMMERS CAN PREPARED AND BEHAVE LVE GOT. | “HEAT FASTER
MESS UP?! SOMETIMES THEY RESPONSIBLY ! NOBODY - . THAN I'T CAN B EVEN ON
GET A LITTLE OVERCONF/IDENTY s TA BT HRT & PRODUCE HEAT ! -{ #¢ 1 (LESS THAN 70°) | A WARM DAY, TYPE IX TYPE I
THEY FORGET TO LOOK BT HEES 7)) _ /x\ ‘ HYPOTHERMIA e IT CAN OCCUR IN &S [ THE WATER MAY SELOTATION AID N THUROWABLE PEVICE
BEFORE THEY LEAF... = A | g CAUSES AS MANY 8 ” L, A| BE 70O CoL D FOR —COMES IN LOTS !
T = AS 20 PERCE Ly — 2 MEANT TO BE
LITERALLY! & A 2 R NT - - SAFETY DUE TO OF COLORS THR To =
‘—'-.?—/VA' splo sl A = THIS RAPID AND STYLES. Il e
— ~ M} QPLA . BOATING DEATHS!” | v M HEAT LOSS! A WILL FLOAT A WEAR A
——— >~ =2 4 22 »’!! CONSClIloUus

FLOTATION CUSHION

- ' ' . NN 3 ERch ON YOUR BACK!
YNEVER JUMP OR DIVE Y |F THE WATER IS 70O S (F YOU'RE LUCKY, WHEN YOU FALL INTO COLD Y YOU BEGIN TO SHIVER AS WEVEN IF YOU CAN STAY AFLOAT, ] L CCbL B HLiRE
INTO WATER UNLESS SHALLOW, YOU MAY HIT THE SOMEONE MAY BE ABLE ' el WATER, YOUR FIRST REACTION ) (THE BOPY TRIES TO WaARM LUP, ) (RTINS Gal=ay o Satvigll el YOU FACE DOWN.

15 A SHARP GASP FOR BREATH...
BADP NEWS |F YOU GO IN HEAD
FIRST! AS YOUR BODY BEGINS,
TO LOSE HEAT, BLoOOD FLOW

BUT IN WATER THIS ONLY MAKES
YOU LOSE HEAT FASTER! AS
THE BOPY BEGINS TO SHUT
POWN NON-VITAL FUNCTIONS,

WiLL CONTINUE TO DPROP/ |F
IT FALLS BELOW 86°, You WiLL
LOSE CONSCIOUSNESS AND YOUR
HEART MAY FAIL! |F YOU

You’'RE SURE (TS BOTTOM WITH ENOUGH TO PULL YOoU OoUuT
PEEP ENOUGH.! " FORCE TO INUURE OR BEFORE. YO PROWN...
BREAK YOUR SPINE L BUT WHEN YOU BECOME
QRUAPRIPLEGIC , LIFE

THIS TIME/ FPROTECTION ,

AN

o

FOR

\T's TOO

1S VERY DIFFERENT. 7/ A FISH, TO THE ARMS AND LEGS IS YOUR ARMS AND LEGS LOSE REMAIN IN THE WATER OR
I HAVE A RESTRICTED AS THE BODY STRENGTH AND COORDINATION ! 0O NOT RECEIVE PROPER / LATE TO V0BT ON A
PRETTY DRY TRIES TO CONSERVE HEAT FOR | ) SOON YOUR SWIMMING ABILITY ) JRE=IFervraNs IV RV AT LIFE JACKET AFTER
SENSE OF THE '‘BOLPYCORE’, .. THE WILL BE 50 /MPAIREL YOU BODY'S CORE TEMPERATURE YOU'VE FALLEN IN /

ITWoULD BE LIKE
TRYING TO PUT ON A
SEATBELT PURING A
CAR CRASH 1

BRAIN AND V/TAL ORGANS !” MAY BE UNABLE TO KEEP
YOUR HEAD ABOVE WATER

AND AVO\D PROWNING /!

MAY FALL BELOW 70° —
RESULTING IN DEATH . 7/

HUMOR /

TYPE X
NSPECIAL USE DEVICE “

— FOR SPECIAL LSES LIKE
SAILBOARDPING OR

WHITEWATER CANOEING .

FUNNY
THING ABOUT
THESE GlzMos.,.
THEY PON‘T
WORK |F You
DON'T WEAR
THEM !

°.
@E SURE YOUR LIFE JACKET HAS THE V.S, COAST GUARD
APPROVED” LABEL ATTACHED INSIPE ANP IS THE CORRECT SIZE!
LIFE JACKETS PON/T LAST FOREVER , SO BE SURE TO CHECK THE
SEAMS, STRAPS, ZIPPERS AND BUCKLES EVERY SEASON . IF
THE LIFE JACKET LEAKS AIR OR FEELS HARD, THROW IT AWAY /




LEARN HOW TO HANDLE
YOUR BOAT BEFOKRE You
GO OUT ON THE WATER/
Yol CAN TAKE ONE OF
MANY SAFE BOATING
CLASSES OFFERED
FOR ALL AGES! X

BUT SAFE BOATING
PRACTICES AREN'T
TOO COMPLICATEDRP
OR DIFFICULT/
MOSTLY, You JusT
NEED SOME. COMMON
SENSE AND CcomMmonN
COURTESY?

ToO MANY BOATERS
GETOUT ON THE

WATER WI\TH L/ITTLE
OR NO TRAINING /

THEY LEARN BY
TRIAL AND ERROR...
WHERE AN ERROR
CAN BE FATAL/

NEVER STEFPON THE
EPGE OF A SMALL
BOAT!/ YOou CAN
EASILY cAPsI1ZE !

AND NEVER
JUMP INTO A
BOAT/ |T MAY
ROLL OR SKIO
AwAY AND YOU'LL
WIND UP TAKING

MY NERVES CAN'T TAKE

MUCH OF 7H/S7 T THINK
T'LL GO OBSERVE SOME
ACTIVITY THAT DOESN'T
INVOLVE. F/SHHOOKS/

GUESS THERES HOPE FOR SOME OF THESE LAND
DWELLERS Y, PAD AND JUNIOR WORE THEIR LIFE JACKETS,
AND TH/S TIME THEY'RE WSING A COMMON SENSE
APPROACH TO BOARDING A SMALL BOAT/

SEEZ HE'S N
KEEPING LOW AND
STEPPING IN AS CLOSE
TO THE CENTER OF THE EASY
BOAT AS HE CAN! HIS DOES IT/
HANLS ARE FREE S0 7 :

PON'T You
THINK THERE'S
TOO MUCH

VIOLENCE IN
COMIC BOOKS Z

DAD/ I GOT
ANOTHER ONE/

ME TOO!
THEY'RE REALLY
BITING TOPAY/

THE MAIN CAUSE OF PILOTING A BOAT IS A
COLLISIONS IS SIMPLE : LOT LIKE PRIVING A V O
PEOCPLE DON’'T WATCH CAR ! YOU NEED TO
WHERE. THE HECK STAY ALERT AND
THEY'RE GO/NG! KEEP YOUR £YES
ON THE ROAL...

. UNLESS YOU
WANT TO MEET
NEW FEOPLE ... THE
HARD WAY /S

yow./
LOOK oUuT!

HE CAN HOL® ONTO

THINGS AND STEADY 7 S Teg BEELER Q s
HIMSELF/ Q s SW/IM = ( -
. < —
3 Q |
_—— e \F T HAD WANTS TO K INFORMATION /_d:i’L \S
AH! WATER HANDS AND TURN INEIDE BACK COVER oS - ,
= SKIING ! A FEET, T MIGHT RIGHT! - s e————— ]
SRR NICE, SAFE TRY T
28 e = | _SPORT/ MYSELF! gy , T
e DAD’S ALREADY = . ) = Tt Wl ‘' BoATs MEETING HEAD-ON
b ON BOARD, SO HE'S i Q /5@ M e | J LSUALLY MUST PASS EACH
2 HELPING TO HOLE e i e P Sl Jll OTHER ON THE PORT (LEFT)
THE 8a4T STEAPY ! « — SIDE., EXCEPT WHEN PASSING,
' NON-MOTORIZED BOATS HAVE

| THE R/IGHTOF- wAy OVER

BOATING AFTER SUNSET,
BE SURE TO USE YOUR
RUNNING LIGHTS !

HMPH! LIFE SURE

WAS A LOT MORE
FPEACEFUL BEFORE
WMUSCLE BOATSY /

4
FIRST, YOU NEED THE “—— A LOT PEPENDS ON YOUR 70W BOAT
RIGHT EQUIPMENT OFPERATOR, TOO! THIS GLY HAS
AND PLENTY OF Room /! AN OBSERVER ON BOARD SO HE
1T ALSO HELPS TO BE CAN CONCENTRATE MORE
A GOoL SWIMMER ON HIS CRIVING /!
AND LEARN FROM
A QUALIFIED
INSTRUCTOR ¢

OF COULRSE, TS
ONLY SAFE
IF You KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE
DOING !/

LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE
SAFELY UNPERWAY!
I THINK ILL CHECK
OUT THE TRAFF/C
SITUATION!

WHAT'S NEXT,
ANYWAY T JET-
POWERED
SURFBOARDS T

Y LEARN TO RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENT S/GAN'S AND MARKERS ISED ON OUR WATERWAVS.

v“-f@—w THEY GIVE. YOU VITAL INFORMATION FOR THE SAFE OPERATION OF YOUR WATERCRAFT. 7

DO NoT
CONTROLLED F\/ﬁ;.c}q\/\/ PASS MID-CHRANNEL
AREA BOATS BETWEEN | PASS CLOSE

BUT EVEN AN EXPER/IENCED EE INFOR- | | cHANNEL
SKIER WITH A CAREFUL , ! DaNGER | | ‘ot |PIVER'S| — BUOY g 1 A MATION | | MARKERS
WELL.., CONSCIENT/OUS TOW BOAT g s FLAG |ANP SHORE MOORING
AT LEAST OPERATOR CAN SOMETIMES FACEED: BLOY
PADP AN D JUNIOR TAKE A SP/LL .., — . S Py
ZaN
O O
WAKE DAM AREA 1Mmi
SWHEN FUELING YOUR ) AND OF COLURSE. PERSONAL
s AND THAT/S WHEN IT'S BEEN PRETTY WARM BOAT, MAKE SURE THE “ KEEP AN g VE-ON THE ALCOHOL 15 A BIG WATERCRAFT /
A LIFE JACKET CAN W TO SEE PEOPLE LATELY, SO THE WATER'S GAS SPOUT IS TOUCHING n’gATHER LA ;EOAT i NO-NO ! BOATING WHILE MAN! THEY ILL ADMIT LET'S BUZZ
SAVE YOUIR LIFE/ ENJOYING THE |7 COMFORTABLE ENOLIGH FOR THE FUEL PIPE OR TANK Fhoge 10 BE M A INTOXICATED |5 ILLEGAL., ALMOST THEY LOOK LIKE THAT BOAT .
. WATER SAFELY LAND FOLKS ! AS LONG AS WHEN GAS |S POURED. STORM! IF ONE STARTS CANGEROLIS, AND SCARED ME FLUN! FAST,
SHEGE AND SANELY 7 THEY CAN AVOI\D DROWNING- GASOLINE FLIMES ARE TO BL%VI\; uP,A T ?”TIME JUsST PLAIN cume ./ ouT OF MY MANLEVERABLE,
ks ?r HAT'S OR GETTING HIT BY HIGHLY EXPLOSIVE AND A TO HEAP BACK ! SCALES! EASY TO
Y THEY'RE SOMETHING, A LITTLE DIP SPARK OF STATIC ELECTRICITY SEE WHAT T OPERATE ...

MEANZ SAFE
BOATING S
MAINLY A

MATTER OF
USING YOUR
HEADP! HECK,
EVEN I CAN

CALLED L/IFE
JACKETS/

IN THE LAKE 1S NO CAN EASILY SET THEM OFF/”

Bl PEALY

EASY TO
WIPE OUT,
TOO !

A FEW

Y/KNOW, REMEMBE R
THOUSANGS OF NEW W£|'$KVE\‘;AASGO/ Rew 65;;/
BOATS HIT THE WATER ARETERe AND T'M
iIERY YEAR! ADP Z%;FFH;T STORY ! The JUsT A ..,
y ERSONAL WATER: 7 WATER WAS YOURSELF ON THESE
AL BOARDS, WATER SKIERS NO WONPER COLL, THEN! BABI 7IN FACT ., voLl
AND SW/IMMERS AND COLLISIONS ARE & p HAVE t:rg'ae AT LEAST

SOMETIMES IT CAN BE
A REAL ZOO/

THE MOST COMMON
NON-FATAL BOAT
ACCIPENTS !/

m /3 YEARS OLD TO LEGALLY
\  OPERATE ONE WITHOUT A
GROWN-UP ON BOARD! ¥

“NEVER ALLOW SMOK/NG OR
ANY OPEN FLAME NEARBY ! ¥

X sEE AGE RULES ON
INSIDE BACK COVER. a




KIDPS NEED A WATERCRAFT
OPERATOR'S PERMIT X TO
OPERATE MANY KINPS OF
BOATS, PFERSONAL WATER-

CRAFT OPERATORS ARE
REQUIREP TO MAINTAIN A

SLOW-NO WAKE SPEEP A-

ROUND DOCKS , SHORE.-
LINES, SWIMMERS, ANDP

STATIONARY OR
NON-~ MOTORIZEP

WATERCRAFT/

warr,
FACTOR TEN,
SCoTTY!

/A PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (PWC) 1S A

MOTORBOAT, NOT A TOY/

THE SAME REGULATIONS AND SAFETY

CONCERNS APPLY TO THEM AS TO
@imo-romzap WATERCRAFT/

AND LIKE MOST OTHER
BOAT ACCIPENTS, THOSE )
INVOLVING PWCS
USUALLY RESLILT FROM
INEXPERIENCE, CARE-
LESSNESS AND
OVERCONFIDENCE !

YBLUZZ THAT BOAT” T
HEY, HOLD ON, YOLL
Guys é’uf_‘u;v ‘S FUN,

LIKE,
AFFIRMATIVE

HAW HAw/ ’ s
THINK FAST, & ; You ALMOST |
» SWAMPED
us/

TOO BADP SHE CAN'T
RENT QUT BRAIN CELLS
THE WAY PEOPLE RENT
ouT BOATS.!

HAMBURGER!

]
=

UH...
L THINK
T'LL JusT
SORTA QUIETLY
WATCH FROM -

WHICH

REMINDPS ME..,
WONPER HOW
LA ANDP
JUNIOR ARE

I THINK I

SPOT FORA LITTLE
FISHING !

OH/! LOOKS
LIKE THEY FINALLY
FOUND A PEACEFUL

FOR A
WHILE/

XOF COURSE, NOT ALL CARTOON FISH ARE AS INTELLIGENT AS OUR SPOKESFISH, HERE .
OTHERWISE, WHAT WOULD BE THE POINT OF CARTOON CHARACTERS GOING FISHING T

WAS SAYING...
FUN'S FUN,
BUT...

IF YOU HAVE
TO MOVE AROUND,

wow/
THATS A

REMEMBER ,

NO FLIN
BEALTY/ A SMALL BOAT KEEP A LOW PROFILE

=t HANG ON— 1S NO PLACE TO AND TRY TO KEEP
T'LL GET STAND UP OR MAKE YOUR WEIGHT

I4
PIECES ! THE NET/ ANY SUDPDPEN CENTERED Y




