Summary of boating
Regulations and Water
Safety Tips

boat Licenses

Most boats are required to be licensed with the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
This includes motorboats, rowboats, canoes and
kayaks. Boats with no motors that are nine feet in
length or shorter do NOT need to be licensed. Boats
are required to display the registration number and
validation decal on both sides of the forward half
of the craft. Boats used: 1) for duck hunting dur-
ing the duck season and 2) for harvesting rice dur-
ing the wild rice harvest season are exempt from
licensing. For information on how to obtain a boat
license, contact the DNR Registration & Titling Sec-
tion (651) 296-2316 or toll free (800) 285-2000.
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Life Preservers

On all boats, there must be a readily accessible U.S.
Coast Guard approved wearable life jacket for each
\oerson on board. Readily accessible means that the
ife jacket can be easily retrieved within a reason-
able amount of time in an emergency. Life jackets
must be in good condition and of the proper size
and type for the person it is intended.

In addition, on boats 16 feet and longer (except
canoes and kayaks) there must also be at least one

U.S. Coast Guard approved Type IV throwable de-
vice immediately available. In most cases this will
be a buoyant seat cushion. If someone falls out of
the boat or is in trouble in the water, throw the cush-
ion to the person and tell them to hang on to it until
they can be rescued.

Children under ten years old must wear a life jacket
when on board any boat while it is underway. Un-
derway means not attached to a permanent mooring
or tied to a dock.

It is a smart idea for everyone to always wear a life
jacket when in a boat. There just isn’t time to put one
on before an accident happens.
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Boat Lights

Boats are required to have lights between sunset and
sunrise. Non-motorized boats must carry at least a
white light, such as a flashlight, to display in time to
avoid a collision with other watercraft. Motorboats,
when moving, must have a red and green bow light
and a white stern light that is visible from 360 de-
grees around the boat. If your motorboat is anchored
you need to display only the 360-degree light.

Boat Operator Ages
There are age restrictions for children under 18 years
old operating motorboats. Please check with the

DNR for more information before allowing a child
to drive a motorboat.

‘Tubing

Tubing behind a boat should be done at a slow
speed and only good swimmers wearing life jack-
ets should be passengers on the tube. Turns should
be made gradually and away from shore, other
boats, swim rafts and docks to reduce the chance
of a collision. There must be either an observer, or
a wide-angle rearview mirror so the boat operator
can watch the tubers.

Dams

There are powerful currents near the

base of both large and small dams that

can trap a person or boat. It is best to stay

well away from dams. On the Mississippi
River, (except in the lock approach areas) you may
not operate your boat closer than 600 feet above
nor 150 feet below any dam from Minneapolis to
the lowa border.

Swimming Safety

It is always best to swim at a beach or pool where
lifeguards are on duty. Children should receive
swimming lessons and also be watched very close-
ly while §1ey are in the water — even if there are
lifeguards. Avoid swimming in ponds, rivers and
water-filled gravel pits.

Children and Water

Always watch children around water even when
they are not swimming — water is fascinating to
them and they do not realize it can also be dan-
gerous.

Getting help

In any emergency situation on the water, call 911
immediately on a cell or regular phone and de-
scribe the problem and where you are. Stay on the
line to help emergency responders find you.

For more information, call:

(Metro Area) (651) 259-5400 (MN Toll Free) 1-888-646-6367

Telecommunication Device for the Deaf

(Metro Area) (651) 296-5484  (MN Toll Free) 1-800-657-3929
e-mail: boatandwater@dnr.state.mn.us

www.mndnr.gov/boating

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with dis-
abilities by calling the phone numbers above.

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs of the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources is available to all individuals regardless of race,
color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, public assistance status,
age, sexual orientation, disabiligl or activity on behalf of a local human rights commission.
Discrimination inquiries should be sent to Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 - 4049.
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Khuyén Bao Vé An Toan Khi Di

Lai Trén Mat Nwoc

Giay Phép S Dung Tau Thuy &n

Da sb cac tau thuyén déu phai cé gidy phép cua
B6 Tai Nguyén Thién Nhién Minnesota (Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources - DNR). Diéu
nay bao gdm thuyén may, thuyén chéo, ca-nd va
xudng. Céc loai tau thuyén khéng cé déng co va
dai chin feet hodc ngédn hon KHONG can phai
duwoc cip gidy phép. Tau thuyén phai treo bién
d&ng ky va dé can hop thirc hoa trén ca hai bén
clia phan ntra phia trwdc tau/thuyén. Céac loai
tau thuyén duoc st dung: 1) dé sin vit trong
mua vit va 2) dé gat lua trong mua gat lta hoang
dai dwoc mién khong phai co gidy phép. Dé biét
thém chi tiét vé& cach lay gidy phép st dung tau
thuyén, xin lién lac v&i Ban Dang Ky va Xac Nhan
Quyén S& Hiru cia DNR tai s6(651) 296-2316
hoac sb6 dién thoai mién phi (800) 285-2000.
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Ao Phao Ciru Sinh

Trén tit ca cac tau thuyén, phai cé s&n 4o phao
clru sinh, c6 thé mac duoc, co thé 1ay ngay, va da
dwoc Doi Vé Binh Mién Duyén Hai Hoa Ky chéap
thuan, cho méi ngudi cé mét trén tau. C6 thé lay
ngay c6 nghia la chiéc 4o phao clru sinh d6 c6 thé
lay ra ngay trong trwdng hop khan cép. Ao phao
ctru sinh phai & tinh trang con tét, cé kich c& va
kiéu dang thich hop cho ngudi st dung.

Ngoai ra, trén cac tau thuyén dai tir 16 feet tré [én
(trr ca-nod va xudng), phai cé s8n ngay it nhat mot
thiét bi Loai IV da dwoc Doi Vé Binh Duyén Hai
Hoa Ky chép thuan. Trong da sb cac truéng hop
dé sé 1a dém ghé ndi. Néu cé ngudi roi khai tau
thuyén ho&c gap réc réi trén mat nwdc, hay virt
chiéc dém nay cho ngwdi d6 va yéu cau ho bam
vao do cho t&i khi cd nguoi téi giai clru.

Tré em dwéi mwoi tudi phai mac do phao ctvu sinh
khi c6 mét trén bat ky chiéc tau thuyén nao trong
khi tau thuyén dang chay. Dang chay c6 nghia

la khéng budc vao mét chiéc neo cb dinh hodc
boong tau.

TAt c& moi ngudi nén ludn mang 4o phao ctru sinh
khi & trén tau thuyén. Trén thuc té khong bao gio
c6 du thoi gian dé mac 4o phao ctvu sinh khi xay
ra tai nan.
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Dén Trén Tau Thuy €n

Tau thuyén phéi cé dén trong khoang thai gian
git¥a hoang hén va binh minh. Céc tau thuyén
khéng cé dong co phai mang theo it nhat mot
chiéc dén trang, vi du nhw dén pin dé bat dung
lc nham tranh va dung v&i tau thuyén khac. Cac
loai tau thuyén cé dong co khi di chuyén phai co
dén tron mau dd va xanh la cay va mot chiéc den
phia dudi tau mau trdng c6 thé nhin dwoc theo
géc 360 d6 xung quanh tau. Néu tau thuyén co
ddéng co ctia quy vi dwoc tha neo, quy vi chi can
bat den bao quat 360 d6.

Do Tudi cia Ngwoi Van Hanh Tau
Thuy €n

Tré em dwai 18 tudi khéng dwoc phép van hanh
tau thuyén cé dong co. Xin héi DNR dé biét them
thong tin vé viéc cho phép tré em lai tau thuyén
¢6 dong co.

Choi tau kéo phao
Choi tau kéo phao sau tau nén chinh & téc do
cham va chi cé nhirtng ngwoi boi gidi va mac ao
phao ctru sinh méi choi dwgec mén do6. Khi queo
phai tir tir va tranh xa b&, va tranh tau thuyén
khac, tranh bé boi va bén db dé gidm bét nguy co
va dung. Phai c6 mét nguwdi quan sat hodc guwong
chiéu hau géc rong dé nguoi didu khién tau co thé
quan sat nhirng ngu¢i choi tau kéo phao.

bé Dap

Cac dong nwéc chdy manh gan day cac

dap nhé va dap 1én cé thé 1am mac ket
nguwoi hodc tau thuyén. Tt nhét la tranh

xa cac dé dap. Trén Song Mississippi, (trer cac
khu vuc tiép can khoa), quy vi khong dwoc
phép van hanh tau thuyén cao hon 600 feet &
trén hodc 150 feet & dudi bat ky con dap nao ti
Minneapolis t&i ranh gi¢i tiéu bang lowa.

An Toan Khi Boi Li

Cach tbt nhét la boi gan & béi bién ho&c hd boi
khi cé nhan vién ctru ho dang tric. Tré em nén
dwoc day boi va cling can dwoc giam sat chat
ché khi & trong nwéc - ngay ca khi c6 nhan vién
ctru hd. Tranh boi trong ao, séng va cac bé séi
dwng nuwéec.

Tré Em va Nwdc

Nén ludn ludn giam sat tré em khi & gan nuéc,
ngay ca khi cac em khéng boi vi nuéc rat hap
dan ddi v&i cac em va cac em khong nhan thay
la nwéc co thé gay nguy hiém.

Nho gitp do

Trong bét ky trwdng hop khan cip nao trén mat
nwéc, hdy goi ngay sb 911 bang may dién thoai
di déng hoac may dién thoai thong thuwdng va
trinh bay vé van dé rac réi ciing nhw noi quy Vi
dang c6 mat. Tiép tuc ch® trén dwong day dé
gilp cac nhan vién ng ctvu khan cap tim dwoc
quy Vi.

Dé biét thém chi tiét, xin goi:
(Khu Ve Thanh Thj) (651) 259-5400
(86 bién Thoai Mién Phi cla Minnesota) 1-888-646-6367
May Truyén Thong cho Nguoi Diéc
(Khu Ve Trung Tam Thanh Phd) (651) 296-5484
(S6 Dién Thoai Mién Phi MN) 1-800-657-3929
thw dién tlr: boatandwater@dnr.state.mn.us

www.mndnr.gov/boating

Tai ligu nay c6 sén dudi cac dang thay thé khac cho nhitng ngudi khuyét
tat bang cach goi so dién thoai noi trén.

Moi ngudi déu ¢ co hoi cong bang trong viéc tham gia va tan dung cac chuong trinh clia
B0 Tai Nguyén Thién Nhién Minnesota, bat ké sac toc, mau da, tin ngudng, ton gido, nguon
gbc qudc gia, gidi tinh, tinh trang hén nhan, tinh trang dwoc nhan tro' cap chinh pha, tudi,
xu hwéng tinh duc, tinh trang khuyét tat hoac hoat dong thay mat cho mét Gy ban nhan
quyén dia phuong. Moi thac mac vé phan biét ddi xc, xin gl téi Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155 - 4049.
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