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 Experience signs of pond life on a “virtual field trip” or an actual 
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 Play a game of tag to simulate the effects of environmental 

stressors on different species of aquatic macroinvertebrate 
populations.

Mussel Mania ..............................................................................3:7
 Become a native mussel, zebra mussel (non-native), perch, 
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Chapter 4: Fish Management
Fishing Regulations and Sportsmanship .....................................4:1
 Participate in a scavenger hunt through the fishing regulations 

booklet for answers to questions about fish and fishing. Then 
create a short skit to demonstrate a group decision in response 
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 Like native Indians and early Minnesota settlers once did, you 

can use readily available and common materials   to make a 
fishing rig that will catch fish.

Tackling Your Tackle Box ............................................................5:4
 With a limited amount of money, shop in a virtual tackle store 

for basic lures and baits.  Choose the best items to stock in a 
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 Learn the life stages and body parts of various aquatic insects 

and play a game of Go Fly Fish.
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© 2010 Minnesota DNR       •       MinnAqua       •       USFWS Sport Fish Restoration

Table of  Contents 

Chapter 6: Safety & the Fishing Trip
Safety and Fishing at the Water’s Edge .......................................6:1
 Choose a safe fishing site and participate in creating a safety plan 

by writing a safety rap, song, or poem with safety rules and tips 
for the trip.  Put your fishing skills to action and have fun fishing.

Ice Fishing and Winter Safety .....................................................6:2
 Learn about dressing in layers, ice thickness safety considera-

tions, practice ice rescue, and have fun while going ice fishing.
Planning a Fishing Trip ...............................................................6:3
 Gather information from the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources website and other sources to plan a fishing trip.
Piscatorial Palate..........................................................................6:4
 Conduct a bait experiment to test how well fish will be attracted 

to an unusual variety of bait.  Be creative by suggesting common 
foods to try as alternatives to traditional baits when trying to 
catch “the big one!” 

Eating Fish ..................................................................................6:5
 Explore how toxins can accumulate in fish, and discuss the 

healthy benefits and potential risks of eating fish.  Learn some 
ways to reduce the risks.  Cook and taste some fish!
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