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INDIVIDUAL SITES 

 

 

PIGS EYE ISLAND 

 

Site Description 

 Located south of Holman Airfield in St. Paul, Minn., on the 

east side of the channel of the Mississippi River, rm 836 – 832 

(Fig. 2). 

 

Bald Eagle Use of the Area 

 The Pigs Eye Island (PEI) area was consistently used by 

Bald Eagles during the course of the study.  Monthly high counts 

ranged from 3 (December 1988 and November 1989) to 13 birds 

(February and March 1990).  Monthly high counts during the winter 

of 1988-89 were lower than those from the winters of 1987-88 and 

1989-90.  During the 1987-1988 field season, Bald Eagles were 

seen on all 22 of the observation days (100%).  During the 1988-

1989 field season, eagles were seen on 46 of the 61 days of 

observation (76%).  During the 1989-1990 field season, eagles 

were seen on 44 of the 54 days of observation (82%). 

 In the spring of 1988 a pair of eagles, which included a 

released rehabilitated female wearing a wing marker, nested on 

the shore of Pigs Eye Lake.  This nest was blown down about 10 

days after the start of incubation (Martell et al. 1990b).  The 

eagles did not attempt to renest that year but they were 
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Occasionally seen in the PEI area throughout the summer, and nest 

rebuilding occurred in the fall of 1988.  In 1989, the pair built 

a new nest in the middle of the island and successfully nested 

and fledged one chick.  In 1990, this female nested again and 

hatched at least one chick.  Two weeks after the eggs hatched, 

the female disappeared and was not seen again.  A new female in 

transitional plumage was seen at the nest two days later.  She 

remained in the territory and was seen feeding the chick.  One 

chick was successfully fledged from this nest in 1990. 

 

Night Roost Area 

 Lane et al. (1986) using radio telemetry reported roosting 

on the southern end of Pigs Eye Island #1 from 21 December 1985 

through 21 January 1986. 

 During February 1988, we observed the resident pair as well 

as other eagles flying downriver away from PEI just before dark 

and flying upriver to PEI in the morning.  This leads us to 

believe that the eagles using Pigs Eye Island had alternate 

roosting spots downriver of the Hwy 494 bridge.  Our attempts to 

locate the roost(s) during this study were not successful. 

 

Foraging Area 

 Eagles at PEI have been seen chasing ducks, and catching 

fish (Lane et al. 1986).  We observed them feeding on fish and 

unidentifiable carcasses on the ice, and on one occasion 

apparently take something directly below the nest tree. 
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North Lake Area 
 

Site Description 

 North Lake is located in Minnesota between rm 804 and 802 

(Fig. 6) an area which is within the Gores Pool Wildlife 

Management Area managed by the MNDNR. 

 

Bald Eagle use of the area 

 Two sites, Miley Run and Jackson Run (Fig. 6), are the 

areas of highest eagle use.  These two runs, which connect the 

Mississippi River to North Lake, are used for roosting by eagles 

which feed along the river and on North Lake during the day.  The 

birds moved freely between the runs, oftentimes sitting in one 

before moving off into the other for the evening. 

 We located this roost while radio-tracking a rehabilitated 

Bald Eagle (Martell et al. 1990b), and began making weekly 

observations from 26 February 1990 through 11 April 1990.  The 

highest number of eagles we saw was 45 on 4 April.  The average 

number seen was 31/visit (n= 8) (Table 3). 

 

Night Roost Area 

 The birds roosted in two areas; the area surrounding Miley 

run, and the area surrounding Jackson run (Fig. 6).  Jackson run 

was the area used most often for roosting.  Birds seen resting in 

the trees near Miley run usually flew over to Jackson run for 

roosting.  Birds fed in North Lake when it opened in the middle 

of March. 






































