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WILRIN COUNTY

None, A repsrt by E.H. "Mdc" Jobneon of khe
North Dakota Game and Tish DPepartment, 1954,
staktes thabt six adult Trionyx were taken from
an illegal fish trap "about halfway" hBatwaen
Grand Forks and Grafton, North Dakols on the
Red River. Although no specimans were kepl,,

Exnest (1972) and Einst angd BRrbour {15?51

inelude the Red River and its tributariss

within the range of Triongx soinifearus

dpparently on the strength of this reports.

Septembisr 8; morning. A reconnaisance was made
by car of the lower 2ttertail River (an area
suggested to wus by Dr: Underhill of Ethe University

‘“of Minnesota) and it was found to hBe hish and
swift flowing., Here we saw no haldkat that

appeared to us to be favarable (i.e. sandbars,
beaches) so we made a reconnaisance of the Red
River downstresam from its confluence with the
Ott=rtail north of Breckenridoe. Here we hegan
ko soe sandba?s along the Red Biver and decided
to put in akt Tent; Minnesobta.

Inguiries put to loeal residents elicited only
negative responses. We travelled by boat both
upstream and downstream from the brldge at Xent
arid found aaveral pronis Ing sandbars, so we put
in a series of 11 fyke nets along a five mile
stretch of river.




September 9; mm:ning and aftemoon:. Tha traos
veré checked and no turtles ware faund in then.
Ve decided at this point to bait tha traps with
fresh smelt.

September 9; evening. Road cell;ctlng along the
Red Hiver yielded a number of rans pipiens: pipiens,
Buié cognatus and B- hemionhys.

Septamber 10; morning. A fisal cheek

of traps |
vielded eight adult Chrysemys picta belZf, all
of which were retained. These specimans seemad
to he df a orsater size than is usuzllyv encountersd

in more lentic sltuations elsewhera threoughout the
state.

Although the pres&nca of a Trionyx witain this
stretch of the Red River was not detarmpined, its
pecurrence elsewhere within the system eannot be
ruled out on the basis of such a limited effork.
Moreover, twa sight records have comz to our
attention since this trip which are of interest.
One eomes from just above the dam naar Zoseau,
Minnesota, by ¥orm Flagstad. The sighting
gecurred ssveral years ago but the description
corresponds with that of a Trienyx. The second,
alsp from the Roseau River; comas From Jack
Emblom of the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resgurces. Embleom seems "eertain" that turtles
he saw from a distance entering the water fron
‘sandbars were Trisnuxz. We feoel that both of
thass qlqﬁtlng% appear veliable enough to justify
a trapping effort on the Roseau River in the
fubturse. If speclmana ef Trianyx could he procured,
it would be a significant range extansion (over
250 km} to the north.






