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ig Brown Bat (Eptdicusfuscus) 


Description The big b rown bat's scienti f ic name, Eptesicus/uscus,® 
is Latin for dark house-flier. I t is the more common o f the t w o ^ ^ ^ W S j 
bat species sometimes found in houses and barns. An adul t is about 5 
inches f rom nose t o ta i l and has a wingspan o f about 10 inches. It has 
glossy copper or chocolate-brown fur and black membranes on its face, 
ears, wings, and tai l . Long, slender f inger bones are encased in leathery skin 
t o make up its wings. This bat belongs t o an order o f mammals called 
Chiroptera, f rom the Creek for hand-wing. 

Range and habitat Big b rowns range t h r o u g h o u t t empera te N o r t h 
Amer ica i n t o South Amer ica and many Caribbean islands. A t home in 
c i t y and c o u n t r y , t h e y are a m o n g Minnesota 's hard iest bats. 

Diet and echolocation They feed at n igh t on f l y ing insects, especially 
beetles. Nursing females ingest the i r body w e i g h t in insects each n igh t . 
Bats locate prey by e m i t t i n g high-frequency sound and l is ten ing for 
echoes bouncing o f f objects in f r on t o f t hem. The big brown's call is 
beyond human hearing. 

Reproduction Big browns mate in fal l . In spr ing females f o rm ma te rn i t y 
colonies in at t ics, barns, and ho l low trees. They g ive b i r th t o one or t w o 
pups in early summer. W i t h i n a m o n t h , pups can f l y and forage w i t h 
the i r mothers. 

Hibernation They h ibernate in caves, sewers, mines, and bu i ld ings . They 
are t h e last o f Minnesota 's cave bats t o enter h i b e r n a t i o n — u s u a l l y 
forced in by a November s t o r m — a n d a m o n g t h e f i r s t t o leave in 
spr ing. H ibe rna t i ng bats do no t eat and mus t surv ive on f a t reserves. 
They can lose more t h a n 25 percent o f t h e i r body w e i g h t over w i n t e r . 

Place in the ecosystem Bats eat insects, i nc l ud ing agr i cu l tu ra l pests. 
Dur ing summer a co lony o f 150 bats can consume 3 8 , 0 0 0 cucumber 
beetles, 16 ,000 June bugs, 19 ,000 s t ink bugs, and 5 0 , 0 0 0 leafhoppers. 
People can m i n i m i z e con f l i c t w i t h b ig b rowns by c los ing up holes t o 
keep t h e m o u t o f bu i ld ings and p u t t i n g up bat houses. To learn more, 
con tac t t he DNR I n f o r m a t i o n Center , see page 79. 

Where to look W a t c h t h e t w i l i g h t sky fo r a bat t h e size o f a spar row 
f l u t t e r i n g above t h e forest canopy, c ru is ing d o w n a t ree- l ined road, or 
swoop ing under s t ree t l igh ts . 
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