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Birding at William O'Brien State Park

Located along the St. Croix River, the park offers diverse
habitat and a natural migration route for birds. Search

the woodlands for wild turkeys, ruffed grouse and wood
thrushes. Watch for eastern towhees or golden-winged and
blue-winged warblers in edge habitat.

Grasslands attract eastern bluebirds, eastern meadowlarks
and sparrows. Marshes and ponds are home to species such
as swamp sparrows, marsh wrens, great egrets and wood
ducks. Red-shouldered hawks and prothonotary warblers
may also be spotted in the forest near the river.

Key

Occurrence

Sp - Spring (Mar—May)
S - Summer (Jun—Jul)
F - Fall (Aug—Nov)

W - Winter (Dec—Feb)

Abundance

C - Common (Present, relatively easy to find)

U - Uncommon (Present, not certain to be seen)

O - Occasional (Infrequent, may not return each year)
R - Rare (Observed at least once, may not return)

Date: Enter the date you saw the bird.

Bird Identification Tips

When you observe a bird, make note of at least three
characteristics.

Location: Where did you see the bird? (water, forest, feeder,
lower branch, tree trunk, etc.)

Body size and shape: Compare to a known bird. (smaller
than a...bigger than a...plump like a...slender like a...) Look
at tail, legs and bill. (long, short, thick, thin, curved, straight)

Colors and markings: Look on wings, tail, back, belly, rump
and head. (stripe above eye, white spot on tail, etc.)

Sounds and movements: How do they act and sound?
(travel alone or in groups, in-flight wing position - soaring,
flapping, flap and glide, etc.)
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HUMMINGBIRDS
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CRANES
[OSandhill Crane

NEW WORLD VULTURES
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O Killdeer

OSPREY
[ Osprey
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[1 Red-headed Woodpecker
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FALCONS
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FLYCATCHERS

[J Great Crested Flycatcher
[ Eastern Kingbird
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VIREOS

[ Yellow-throated Vireo
I Blue-headed Vireo

[ Philadelphia Vireo

O Warbling Vireo

[J Red-eyed Vireo
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JAYS, MAGPIES, CROWS, RAVENS

[IBlue Jay
[J American Crow

[J Common Raven
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LARKS
[JHorned Lark

MARTINS, SWALLOWS
[ Purple Martin

[0 Tree Swallow

[ Northern Rough-winged Swallow

[0 Bank Swallow
[ Cliff Swallow

[0 Barn Swallow
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CHICKADEES, TITMICE
[ Black-capped Chickadee
[J Tufted Titmouse
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