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[ Black-capped Chickadee
[ Tufted Titmouse

(@]

(@]

(@]

THRASHERS, MOCKINGBIRDS
[J Gray Catbird
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STARLINGS
[ European Starling
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[ Red-breasted Nuthatch
[J White-breasted Nuthatch
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[ Brown Creeper
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[J House Sparrow
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[JHouse Wren
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PIPITS
[ American Pipit

GNATCATCHERS
[ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
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[ Ruby-crowned Kinglet

FINCHES

I Pine Grosbeak

[ House Finch

[ Purple Finch

[J Common Redpoll
I Red Crossbill

O Pine Siskin

[J American Goldfinch

0O CcC OO0 o o =

0O C O O o 0O

N C O O C o

LONGSPURS, SNOW BUNTINGS
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BIRD CHECKLIST

MYRE - BIG ISLAND STATE PARK




Birding at Myre-Big Island State Park

Due to the variety of habitats present, this park boasts one
of the largest and most diverse bird checklists of any state
park in Minnesota.

Walk along the Great Marsh Trail loop to spot water-loving
migratory birds such as ducks, geese, herons and egrets in
and around the marsh and smaller wetlands. Hike around
Big Island under the shade of a maple-basswood forest to
find woodpeckers, nuthatches and orioles. Albert Lea Lake is
a popular gathering place for migratory waterfowl and gulls.

Key

Occurrence

Sp - Spring (Mar—May)
S - Summer (Jun—Jul)
F - Fall (Aug—Nov)

W - Winter (Dec—Feb)

Abundance

C - Common (Present, relatively easy to find)

U - Uncommon (Present, not certain to be seen)

O - Occasional (Infrequent, may not return each year)
R - Rare (Observed at least once, may not return)

Date: Enter the date you saw the bird.

Bird Identification Tips

When you observe a bird, make note of at least three
characteristics.

Location: Where did you see the bird? (water, forest, feeder,
lower branch, tree trunk, etc.)

Body size and shape: Compare to a known bird. (smaller
than a...bigger than a...plump like a...slender like a...) Look
at tail, legs and bill. (long, short, thick, thin, curved, straight)

Colors and markings: Look on wings, tail, back, belly, rump
and head. (stripe above eye, white spot on tail, etc.)

Sounds and movements: How do they act and sound?
(travel alone or in groups, in-flight wing position - soaring,
flapping, flap and glide, etc.)
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GEESE, SWANS, DUCKS
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GREBES
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O Horned Grebe

[J Eared Grebe

I Western Grebe

O O c o

O O Cc o

PIGEONS, DOVES
[T Rock Pigeon
[J Mourning Dove
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CUCKOOS
[J Yellow-billed Cuckoo
[J Black-billed Cuckoo

NIGHTJARS
[JCommon Nighthawk
[ Eastern Whip-poor-will
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IBISES, SPOONBILLS
O White-faced Ibis
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(1 Turkey Vulture

OSPREY
(1 Osprey
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SWIFTS
[J Chimney Swift

HUMMINGBIRDS

[J Ruby-throated Hummingbird
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J Common Tern

[ Forster's Tern

cC Cccc oo cCcc

CcC O o0 o O

cC cccooono cC

KITES, HAWKS, EAGLES
[ Golden Eagle

I Northern Harrier
[JSharp-shinned Hawk
1 Cooper's Hawk
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[ Bald Eagle

[0 Red-shouldered Hawk
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FLYCATCHERS

[J Great Crested Flycatcher
[J Western Kingbird

[J Eastern Kingbird

[J Olive-sided Flycatcher
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[ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
[ Acadian Flycatcher
[JAlder Flycatcher
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CRANES
[JSandhill Crane

LOONS

[0 Common Loon

NEW WORLD QUAIL
[0 Northern Bobwhite

PLOVERS

[J Black-bellied Plover
JKilldeer

[ Piping Plover

CORMORANTS

[J Double-crested Cormorant

PELICANS
[J American White Pelican

[J Brown Pelican

TYPICAL OWLS

L] Eastern Screech Owl|
L] Great Horned Owl
[1Snowy Owl

(1 Barred Owl

[ Great Gray Owl

[J Long-eared Owl

[ Short-eared Owl
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SHRIKES
[J Loggerhead Shrike
I Northern Shrike
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KINGFISHERS
[JBelted Kingfisher

VIREOS

[1Bell's Vireo

[ Yellow-throated Vireo
[0 Blue-headed Vireo

(I Philadelphia Vireo
[JWarbling Vireo

[J Red-eyed Vireo
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