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Surrounding the underground mine is over 1,000 acres
of forest, lakeshore and even a sewage pond. All of this
makes for good birding and park trails make for very
accessible birding. The shoreline of Lake Vermilion is
especially good for migrant warblers, vireos, flycatchers
and thrushes. Twenty species of warblers have been
recorded in the park, most of them along this shoreline.
Lake Vermilion is an excellent place to observe the
following species: common loon, bald eagle, osprey and
herring gull. One of the park trails passes by the Soudan
sewage ponds which harbor a number of duck species.
It is one of the few nesting sites for ring-billed gull in
Minnesota. A few species of shorebirds can be seen here
during migration periods. The trail on the east side of
the park is a good place to see ruffed grouse and to see
and hear evening grosbeak.

Season and Abundance Key

The seasons in the checklist are defined as follows:

Sp (Spring) = March, April, May

Su (Summer) = June, July

Fa (Fall) = August, September, October, November
Wi (Winter) = December, January, February

Abundance codes are defined as follows:

C = Common — present, relatively easy to find

U = Uncommon — observed, may be difficult to find

O = Occasional — may or may not be present in
any year

R = Rare — has occurred at least once, may or
may not be expected to recur

The names and taxonomic arrangement of species follows that of
the Checklist of the Birds of Minnesota (January, 2001), prepared by
the Minnesota Ornithological Records Committee.

This checklist contains the names of all birds that have been documented
in the park by reliable observers. It was constructed by Robert B. Janssen,
Jerry Bonkoski, and the MN DNR-Division of Parks & Recreation using
observations of the above, park staff and other observers, as well as
Minnesota Ornithologist’s Union records and data contained in research
reports. If you are interested in the specific sources used for a particular
park, confact the Parks Division Resource Management Program
Coordinator by telephone af 651-259-56594 or by mail at MN DNR-Parks,

500 Lafayette Road, Box 39, St. Paul, MN 565155-4039.
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