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. INTRODUCTION

A. DEFINITIONS

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE - Person responsible for the administration of the contract for either the
Sponsor or the Department of Natural Resources.

GROOMING - Snow grooming is the process of loosening or breaking up heavily compacted or icy snow and
placing the snow back down in an equally compacted smooth condition.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT - Capital improvements as they relates to the Minnesota Snowmobile Trails
Assistance Program are infrastructure developments, acquisitions, or repairs of a Snowmobile Grant-in-Aid
Trail that is above and beyond the responsibilities to maintain that trail as defined by the terms of the
established Maintenance and Grooming grant. These responsibilities are defined in the Snowmobile Trails
Assistance Program Maintenance and Grooming Manual.

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT (LUG) - The political subdivision that has agreed to work with the
snowmobile club in the development and maintenance of a trail. This can be a county, city, township, or
village.

RESOLUTION - Official record of the LUG where they agree to sponsor a snowmobile or trail club and/or
trail, certify that the various benchmarks have been met, and administer the grant from the DNR.

SNOWMOBILE CLUB -A formal organization that has contracted with a LUG to maintain and operate a local
snowmobile trail.

SPONSOR - The local unit of government that has agreed to work with the snowmaobile club.

SUFFICIENT RECORDS: Records that are necessary to verify that the club and sponsor have completed
certain benchmarks. These will include at a minimum:

X Invoices of repairs/significant expenditures;

X Liability insurance evidence (as required);

X Log of volunteers and man-hours spent on the various trail activities. This log should include date,
number of people working on the trail, number of hours, equipment used, type of work done, and section
of trail worked on; (an example is included in the Program Forms Sectiion) signed by a club
representative;
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. INTRODUCTION
B. PROGRAM SUMMARY

PROGRAM BACKGROUND

In 1973 the Minnesota Legislature delegated the responsibility of administering a cost-sharing program for the
development and maintenance of snowmobile trails to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The goal
of this program was the creation and maintenance of locally initiated trails that were financially assisted by the
state. This program was named the "Minnesota Trails Assistance Program,"” and is popularly known as the
grants-in-aid program or simply the GIA program. The DNR has been delegated the responsibility of
administering the funds appropriated by the legislature for the GIA program. The Legislature has subsequently
provided programs to cover cross-country skiing, off-highway 4x4 trucks, off-road motorcycles, and all- terrain
vehicles.

The DNR central office in Saint Paul sets program policy and guidelines, budgets for program funding and
provides for auditing of grants. Department of Natural Resources Regional Trails and Waterways Managers and
Area Trails and Waterways Supervisors are responsible for reviewing and processing necessary program forms,
providing technical assistance when requested, monitoring trails for actual performance of disbursed activities,
and conducting informational meetings with local organizations. The Area Trails and Waterways Supervisors
are the main contact for local organizations.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF GRANT-IN-AID TRAILS

While the majority of grant-in-aid funding is dedicated to maintaining the existing GIA Trails throughout
Minnesota, grants-in-aid for capital improvements and development are also available. These grants are
reimbursement based where eligible costs are matched at up to 65 percent. The application deadline for
improvement grants is February 28. A guideline for project eligibility is that the total cost of the project should
be approximately 20 percent or more of the existing maintenance and grooming grant. See eligibility section for
more information.
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. INTRODUCTION

C. RESPONSIBILITIES AND ROLES OF STAKEHOLDERS

Snowmobile Clubs:

= Secure a local unit of government as a sponsor.

= Enter into an agreement with the sponsor to physically perform the development work identified in the
application.

= Complete tasks in a timely way and submit documentation to the sponsor as required for them to be
reimbursed for development activities.

= Maintain sufficient records as defined under the Definition of Terms within this instruction Manual to
satisfy the auditing needs of the trail sponsor and DNR.

= Adhere to the guidelines contained in this instruction manual.

= The Department of Natural Resources very strongly recommends that clubs partially shield their
volunteers from the consequences of injury by securing appropriate insurance coverage. Obtain
sufficient insurance if necessary and required by the sponsor to protect the interests of the club as well as
the local unit of government sponsor.

= Obtain sufficient permission from each landowner on which the snowmobile trail is located.

= Clubs may incorporate to protect themselves further.

Local Unit of Government/Sponsor:

= Pass a resolution to serve as the sponsor and submit that to the DNR along with the application form.

= Be responsible for certifying to the DNR completion of the approved capital improvements necessary to
initiate payments and provide a quality snowmobile trail.

=  Work with DNR to verify that the local club is adhering to the various guidelines contained in this
instruction manual.

= The DNR strongly urges the sponsors to similarly enter into contracts with their snowmobile clubs.
These contracts will provide your unit of government with safeguards in the event that monies will have
to be reclaimed by the State.

State/Department of Natural Resources:
= [Initiate application process and respond to submitted applications
= Provide the Grant Agreement for the sponsoring local unit of government.
= Disburse funds for development upon receipt of appropriate reimbursement requests from the sponsor.
= Conduct random program and fiscal reviews to evaluate performance in coordination with sponsors and
clubs and to evaluate appropriate accounting procedures and compile needed information for future
statewide or system-wide audits (see page 9).
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1. APPLICATION PROCESS AND PROGRAM PROCEDURES

A. ELIGIBLITY GUIDELINES

Eligible projects for the capital improvement program must be above and beyond the responsibilities of the
existing maintenance and grooming grant. A project that meets this criterion is generally defined as having a
total cost of approximately 20 percent or more of the existing maintenance and grooming grant. Capital
improvement grants include the following types of projects:

1. Major Reroute Projects
a. Major reroutes includes rerouting an existing trail to preserve trail continuity.
b. Major reroute projects are generally a result of the following:
I. Landowner permission changes
ii. Development issues on the trails existing corridor area
ii. Safety issues

2. Major Rehabilitation Projects
a. Emergency Rehabilitation: rehabilitation needs resulting from unforeseen events that disrupt the
continuity of an existing trail. Emergency grants may be awarded at any time throughout the year
depending on need. Emergency grants are generally a result of the following events:
I. Storms
ii. Washouts
iii. Blow downs
iv. Unexpected effects on an existing trail
b. Major Rehabilitation: major rehabilitation projects are generally a result of the need to do the
following:
I. Improve trail safety
i. Widen trails
iii. Improve trail surface
iv. Improve trailhead facilities

3. Bridge Projects
a. New placement of a bridge on an existing trail that currently has no existing bridge.
b. Replacement of a bridge because of deficiencies.

4. Acquisition Projects
a. Acquisition projects are proposals to acquire existing trail routes.
b. Acquisition projects may also include proposals to acquire new trails and/or facilities.

5. New Development and Additions to the GIA System
a. New development projects include projects to add new or existing trails or facilities to the GIA
system, including alignments.
b. The DNR annually determines if new development projects will be funded. The eligibility of
new development projects will be officially communicated through a formal letter and posted on
the Snowmobile GIA website.
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1. APPLICATION PROCESS AND PROGRAM PROCEDURES
B. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW CONSIDERATIONS

Many new development projects and some trail relocation initiatives will require some level of environmental
review. Sponsors and related clubs should work with Trails and Waterways Area Supervisors on determining
which requirements they will need to address as they move forward with their projects. Attached as Appendix
E are the rules adopted by the Environmental Quality Board relating to recreational trail development. These
rules outline the requirements and exemptions relating to whether or not an environmental review may or may
not be needed. Also attached as Appendix D, is the process and general timeline in which the DNR conducts
these environmental reviews.

C. PROCEDURES

You must adhere to the following procedures if you are applying for Minnesota Cross-Country Ski
Trails Assistance Program funding on a trail system that is presently enrolled within the grant-in-aid
trail system.

NOTE: UNDER NO CONDITION CAN CONSTRUCTION TAKE PLACE ON ANY PARCEL
OF LAND, PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, UNLESS A SIGNED PERMIT HAS BEEN
SECURED IN THE NAME OF THE SPONSOR.

The Minnesota Trails Assistance Application projects must comply with the following procedures:

1. Trail user organizations/clubs must submit application forms to the sponsor.
a. One (1) copy with original signatures.
b. One (1) copy trail validation map of the existing trail system and proposed development

(assistance provided by DNR). The map must identify the following:

e Where new bridges, rest areas and parking lots are located or will be
located

e Where new connections or relationships to other trails, if any
e Minor and major relocation areas showing old and new alignments

2. The sponsor will submit the above items, along with a supporting resolution, to the DNR
Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor for review.

APPLICATION FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 28. Projects may require
an environmental review. Please see Appendices C and D for environmental review information.

3. Upon approval of the application, the Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor will submit a
contract agreement to the sponsor. The sponsor will then process four (4) copies of the
contract agreement with original signatures on each copy and return all copies to the Area
Trails and Waterways Supervisor.
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1. APPLICATION PROCESS AND PROGRAM PROCEDURES

4. The DNR will notify the sponsor, in writing that the agreement has been executed.

NOTE: Do not begin any work on your capital improvement project that you expect reimbursement
until your area supervisor has notified you to do so and you have a fully signed contract with the
State of Minnesota in front of you.

5. Timetable: The schedule set below is designed to help all parties involved in the program in planning
trail work and setting up funds so work can proceed.

A. Application: These forms must be received by the DNR regional office by February 28.

B. Requests for Reimbursement:

I. Requests for Reimbursement for summer and fall construction or maintenance are due no
later than December 31.

ii. Subsequent Requests for Reimbursement may be submitted monthly by the calendar
months.

iii. ALL Requests for Reimbursement must be received by the DNR no later than May 30 for
that year's work.

(\2 Payment of Requests for Reimbursement: If Requests for Reimbursement are executed
properly and all necessary signatures and invoices are included in the request, the DNR
will pay the requests. Requests submitted improperly will be returned for proper
execution.
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1. APPLICATION PROCESS AND PROGRAM PROCEDURES
D. PROJECT PRIORITIES

The first priority for funding any grant-in-aid will be maintaining existing trails that are receiving acceptable
use and do not require rerouting. The following order of priorities is used in determining funding of a capital
improvement project.

1. Major Reroute Projects
2. Major Rehabilitation Projects
3. Bridge Projects
4. Acquisition Projects
5. New Development and Additions to the GIA System
a. To ensure a fair statewide distribution of grants, regional factors will be considered in funding
new development. These factors include existing use per mile of trail, existing trail mileage,
ability to hold snow, and tourism considerations.
b. The DNR annually determines if acquisition and/or development will be funded. The

eligibility of new development will be officially communicated through a formal letter and
posted on the Snowmobile Grant-in-Aid website.

E. SELECTION PROCESS

Capital Improvement Project Applications are submitted to Trails and Waterways Area/Region officials. The
following outlines the process for selecting and approving capital improvement grants-in-aid.

1. Trails and Waterways Area/Region staff identify regional priority projects. Those that meet the above
priorities and also meet regional priorities are recommended for funding to the DNR Central Office.

2. The DNR Central Office review Trails and Waterways Area/Region recommendations and then approve

or deny the requests for project funding based on the above priorities, statewide distribution, and
funding availability.
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1. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

A. ALLOWABLE COSTS AND CHARGES

Allowable Charges

All the charges listed below must be directly related to the acquisition, rehabilitation, and development of the
GIA trail system outlined in the application. No other charges will be accepted without prior approval from your
Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor.

Administration Charges (65% Reimbursable)
(No More Than 15 Percent Of Total Grant)

1.

Mileage and Labor: These charges may be reimbursed for preparing the paperwork and forms for the
program, bookkeeping, paying invoices, attending necessary county board or DNR meetings, and
obtaining bids for equipment rentals.

Stamps: The cost of mailing necessary DNR forms, billings, bid requests, or maps. It is suggested that a
list of mailings and materials mailed be kept on file.

Telephone Calls: Long distance calls directly related to trail administration to vendors, the sponsoring
agency, landowners, and the DNR will be accepted. It is suggested that a list of calls be kept on file.

Office Supplies: The purchase of materials needed to fulfill the programs administration such as
writing, typing, and copying materials are acceptable. Office space rental is not an acceptable charge.

Maps Used to Administer Grants: The cost of county maps that are to be submitted to the DNR as
required by the program are reimbursable.

Meeting: The DNR allows charges for essential personnel to attend meetings directly related to the
program. The general rule will be not more than four (4) people for a trail committee meeting and not
more than two (2) people for a governmental meeting. Club meetings are not acceptable as chargeable
meetings. Rental of meeting rooms is not an acceptable charge.

Computer Time: The cost of using computers shall be reimbursed as part of the administrative portion
of the grant. The origin of cost, such as number of hours, or equipment rental, or materials (such as
floppy disks) should be described on the worksheet. The Allowable Cost for figuring reimbursement
can be found in the Allowable Costs section.
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1. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Land Acquisition Charges (65% Reimbursable)

1.

Mileage and Labor: These charges are acceptable for alignment work, checking ownership records,
and landowner contacts.

Maps: The cost of securing maps necessary for aligning trail routes is reimbursable. County highway
maps and topographic maps are acceptable -- aerial photography maps should receive DNR approval
since costs can be extremely high.

Permits and Easements: The program has done extremely well to date with landowner cooperation and
low permit or easement costs. Costs incurred are reimbursable.

Development And Charges (65% reimbursable)

1.

Mileage and Labor: These charges are reimbursable for construction and rehabilitation of the trail
system. A worksheet must be filled out for reimbursement identifying hours and dates work was
performed.

Equipment Rentals:

A Heavy equipment work is reimbursable as needed for construction. The operator or vendor of
the heavy equipment must be identified and an invoice submitted to the DNR for payment.
B. Bids: When equipment cannot be rented at the allowable costs, bids must be let to secure the

necessary equipment. Three (3) hourly bids must be secured from vendors in your area. If three
(3) bids cannot be secured, list the vendors contacted, date contacted, and vendor's response.
When the bids have been secured, the Area TAW Supervisor must be contacted and approve the
bids. After approval, the equipment can be hired. The bids are then submitted with the Request
for Reimbursement. NOTE: Before any equipment rental or work is done, the rental costs must
be within the allowable limits. If these limits cannot be met, bid procedures must be strictly
adhered to or the billing will not be processed.

C. Hand power equipment rental is reimbursable. The operator or owner of the equipment must be
identified on the worksheet for payment.

Material: Charges may be submitted for materials used directly on the trail system. Materials may
include, but are not limited to lumber, paint, signs, gates, posts, fencing, culverts, fill, grass seed, bolts
or other hardware, etc. If you have a question on any materials, it is best to contact your Area TAW
Supervisor.

Contracted Work: Work that is contracted to complete the development work is reimbursable subject
to going through the proper bidding procedure. In addition, all bidding most also follow regular
standards established by the Sponsor.
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I[11. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

FT?’-‘ Grant-in-aid Allowable Costs
il Updated 4/29/2009
L Acquisition, Development, Maintenance Costs IL Grooming
Up to 65 % Reimburseahble Up to 9% Reimburseable
{Includes gas, oil, operator, repair, parts and service, insurance, and

General Total Cost implament’drag)

Labor £16. 0Fhour Total Cost
Computer 51200fhour  Snowmobile (Single Track) £25 00vhour

Mileage Double and Wide Track Snowmobile 27 00vhour
Snowmobile! ATV Motorcycle £0. 50vmile Track Yehicles similar to  Specific Make'Mode] Below  531.00vhour
Car 50, 50¢mile 4 cycle Snowmobile B00cc+
Pickup 50,61 /mile ATY w/ Tracks
dxd Truck 50,66/ mile Trackster
1-2 ton §0. B8imile Alpina Sherpa $35.00vhour
2V ton & up £1.10Vmile dxd Pickup & Plow $37.00vhour
Sami-Tractor Trailer (For heavy eguipment/groomers)  $1.54/mile (uadTrac £30. 0vhour

Power Tools IMP $42 vhour
Chainzaws 7. 4%hour ASY Gas $45.0Vhour
Brushsaw 57.92hour Track Vehicles similar to  Specific Make'Model Below 547 00Vhour
Post Hole Digger 56.71Mour Bombi
Power Genarator §22 (¥ hour ASY Diesel

Diher Equipment {Includes Gas, 0il & Operator) EV-200 £51.00vhour
ATY &x6, Mule, Ranger, Class 1, elc. §220Fhour  Track Vehicles similar to  Specific MakeModel Below  $534. 0hour
Dingo - Salf Propelled Walk Behind 53 1. 00 hour ASY HP
Bohcat 551,00 hour Pord Genesis (under T0hp)

ASY Posi-Trac or Tracked Bobcat §57.00hour  Track Yehicles similar to Specific Make'Mode]l Below  £57.00vhour
Small Tractor (bass than 25hp) §26. 0Fhour ASY HPT

Tractor {25hp to T0hp) §54. ¥ hour Quadtrac 11

Tractor (Ti+hp) 568, 0 hour Epecific Make'Model Below 559 00'hour

Attachments (additional per hour) Tucker 1000
Disc &7 50vhour Quadirac 111
Flail Mower (bmush cutter) 51 2.0 howr Thicicol (2100, SPRITE)

Dther Power Take-Off Equip. 526. 0 hour ASY (125HP)

Other EV-152, 310 $65.0Vhour
ATV wi Tracks S30.00 howr  Tractor (T0+hp) $68.0Vhour
Backhoz So6.00hour  Track Yehicles similar o Specific Make'Model Below  572.00hour
Skidder 566, M hour Cat Challengeriall modals)

J-350 S66. 0 hour Sur-Track
JD-450, JD-8, [-3, Cat S84, 0¥ hour Gilbert Tractor
JD-670 Grader 590, ¥ hour Piston Bully
10644 Front-end Loader 590, ¥ hour ASY DX 4530
-4, JI-550 £90. 0¥ hour LMC

D&, JI-850 11900 hour Tucker 2000
D7 D-3 515200 hour Snow plane
Stump Crinder under 40hp £59. 0¥ hour BR 1601 8D
Stump Grinder over 40hp 57 5. 0 hour

Hydro Ax £152 00 hour

Hydraulic Excavator 11900 hour

Brush Cutier S59. (e hour

Backhoe Equal 915 Caterpillar 512800 hour

Small Excavator £31. 0¥ hour

Small Self Propelled Material Transporter 531 0¥ hour

Groomer — 65% reimbarsable when used for mon-grooming purposes,
and only when machine is in opamtion.
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I[11. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

B. REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDURE

The Reimbursement Form found later in this manual is to be submitted to your Trails and Waterways Area
Supervisor from the Sponsor. The Area Supervisor will review and then approve the payment/invoices based on
allowable costs and charges referenced above. Trails and Waterways Area/Region offices process and approve
all payments and charges defined as eligible by this manual. Only costs accrued after a fully executed
agreement between the State of Minnesota and the Local Unit of Government is in place are eligible for
reimbursement.

Reimbursement Instructions

The Request for Reimbursement Form must be used to summarize the invoices and costs. Use the Worksheet

Form to document the following:

Date the work was done.

Operator’s or volunteer’s name.

Number of hours of labor time.

Rate per hour (taken from Allowable Costs page).

Total cost of labor (multiply #3 X #4).

Name the mode of transportation used (pickup, ATV, etc.) If different types of modes of transportation

are used, use a separate line for each type (e.g., pickup truck on one line, ATV the next line).

Number of miles being claimed.

Rate per mile (taken from Allowable Costs page).

Total cost of transportation (multiply #7 X #8).

0. Name of types of heavy equipment or power equipment used. Include make and model for heavy
equipment. Use one line for each piece of equipment being used (e.g., bulldozer on one line, backhoe
the next line, etc.) See NOTE section below for instructions for entering INVOICES for purchased
goods or services.

11. Numbers of hours equipment used.

12. Rate per hour (taken from Allowable Costs page).

13.  Total cost of equipment used (multiply #11 X #12).

14.  Total Cost (add #5+#9+#13).

15.  Fillin the type of work done and the location.

16. Fill in the Expenditure Type (Adm = Administration; Acg = Acquisition; Con = Trail Construction;

Reloc = Trail Relocation; Fac = Trail Facilities).

17.  Add all costs in boxes #5 to get Grand Total Labor Costs.

18.  Add all costs in boxes #9 to get Grand Total Transportation Costs.

19.  Add all costs in boxes #13 to get Grand Total Other Equipment Costs.

20.  Grand Total for this page (add #17+#18+#19).

21. Trails Administrator’s Signature.

22, Date the worksheet was completed.

Entering Invoices for Purchased Goods/Services Over $100

All Requests For Reimbursement for purchased goods or services over $100 must be accompanied by an

invoice. When invoices for purchased goods and services are included please enter:

e “Invoice” and the Invoice Number in Operator’s Name column (#2);

the invoice amount in the Total Cost Column (#14);

the explanation for the expense in the Type of Work and Location column (#15); and

complete Expenditure Type column (#16)

oo E

B oo~
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I[11. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

C. ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT

The Sponsor shall maintain books, records, documents, and other evidence relevant to this grant and in such
detail that will accurately document all project costs for which payment have been received. The Sponsor shall
use generally accepted accounting principles and these records shall be retained for six years after this grant
terminates. The State, its representative or the legislative auditor shall have the right to examine this evidence
and the Sponsor shall make them available at the office at all reasonable times during the record retention
period. Records shall be sufficient, as defined in the Manual to reflect significant costs incurred and volunteer
donation of time, equipment, and/or materials in performance of this grant.
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V. PROGRAM FORMS

A. DESCRIPTION OF FORMS

The following forms have been included to identify the basic paperwork necessary for the Trails Assistance
Program. See the DNR’s website at www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recreation/gia_snowmobile.html

o Capital Improvement Project Application: This form is the formal application from the Sponsor to
the State of Minnesota for the development project.

o Sample Agreement Between Sponsor and State: This form is the formal grant agreement between
the local government sponsor and the State/DNR.

o Request for Reimbursement: This form is to be used to request reimbursement for allowable costs
related to the development project as outlined in the application.

o Operator’s Work Log: This form should be used to itemize costs and should accompany the Request
for Reimbursement.

o Sample Landowner Permission Form: This form is designed to help clubs to obtain private
landowner permission for trails.

o Elements of a Sponsor Resolution: This is an explanation of the information a correct Sponsor
resolution should contain.
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V. PROGRAM FORMS

MINNESOTA SNOWMOBILE TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT APPLICATION

I. Trail/iClub Name iSame as Regular Grant} 2. Unit of Government Sponsor: 3. Date:
4. Project Title:
5. Total Grant Request (From Question 20 Below)! 6, Grant Award (For Department Use Onby):
7. Trail Administrator Name: &, Trail Administrator Signature:
9. Address i Steet, Box Number, City, State, Zip Code): 10. Home Phone Mumber: I'1. Work Phone Mumber:
12, Miles of Existing Trail in GK ling Tr ot m GIA System (If Applicable):
14. Miles of New Trail Construct Hded tq rstem (IF Applicabla):
16, Project Description iProvide a t
I7. Meed for Project (Describe Why This Improvernent is Meedad i
12, Project Cost Breakdown and Explanation
134, ADMINISTRATION TOTAL
Explanation: 3
[2B. ACQUISITION
Explanation:
Labor Mileage Equipment Materials TOTAL

3 B B B 3
[2C. CONSTRUCTION
Explanation:

Labor Mileage Equipment Materials TOTAL

3 b B b 3

(Rewvisad 1 1/27/2007) Page 1 of 2
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V. PROGRAM FORMS

13D, FACILITIES

Description:
Labor Mileage Equipment Materials TOTAL
3 B b B 3
19. Total Cost (Sum 184 - 18D 5 20, Total Grant Bequest (Up to 65% of Totl Costy: $

21, Sponsor Approval
21A. Unit of Government Sponsor: 21B. Telephone Nurmber (Inclode Area Codey:

21C. Address iStreet, Box Number, City, Sk, Zip Code i:

21D, Authorized Signature of Sponsor: 21E. Title: 21F. Date of Signature:

22, Required Anachments
22A. |:| Project Location Map, In : Exj rai Mot in| Miles of New
Construction, Miles to be ] a r Brid
22B. |:| Sponsor Resolution
22C. |:| Documentation of Requ P i or|
22D. Additional Project Supp i p| |al
-
Certification by Department of Matural Resources
Recommended Grant Amount: Explanation If Different from Request (Or Attach):
Authorized Signature: Diate of Signature:

Area Trails & Waterways Supervisor

Authorized Signature: Diate of Signature:
Regional Trails & Waterways Manager

(Revised 11/27/2007) Page 2 of 2
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V. PROGRAM FORMS

MINNESOTA SNOWMOBILE TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FY 2012 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
GRANT AGREEMENT

Local Unit of Government (Sponsor) Trail/Club Name Grant Amount

THIS AGREEMENT, is made between the STATE OF MINNESOTA, acting through the Commissioner of Natural Resources,
hereinafter referred to as the “State”, and the sponsoring Local Unit of Government specified above, and relates to the
establishment of proposed trails specified above.

WHEREAS, the local unit of government desires to establish, construct and rehabilitate public trails; and

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Trails Assistance Program provides grants to local units of government for the construction of
recreational trails pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 84.83; and

WHEREAS, the local unit of government has applied to the State for a grant for said trails and has submitted the Minnesota
Trails Assistance Program’s application form, maps, and resolution of the local unit of government authorizing the proposed
trails as outlined in said documents; and said application form, resolution, map or capital improvement proposal are attached
hereto as Exhibit “A”.

NOW THEREFORE, it is agreed between the parties as follows:

A. TRAIL OBLIGATION OF THE SPONSOR. The Sponsor agrees to maintain the proposed trails in accordance with the
guidelines contained within the current Minnesota Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program Capital Improvement Manual,
hereinafter referred to as the "Manual" as accepted or amended by the State. All work will be the responsibility of the Sponsor,
it’s employees, or the sponsor’s agent provided the agent is registered as a nonprofit corporation with the State of Minnesota.
The Sponsor shall:

1. Proceed to acquire necessary interests in lands on the Trail. The Sponsor must acquire land in fee, easement, lease,
permit, or other authorization for said Trail. The term of said interest shall be no less than four (4) months between
November 15 of any year and April 1 of the succeeding year. For each parcel of land crossed by the Trail, the Sponsor shall
obtain from the owner of said parcel a permit, lease, easement, deed, or other authorization for said crossing in accordance
with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 604A. The Sponsor shall certify that the necessary interests in the land have been
obtained and are on file with the Sponsor or the sponsor’s agent.

2. Construct, establish, and rehabilitate the trails or facilities as outlined in Exhibit A. If the local unit of government fails to
expedite establishment and construction of trails, the State may withhold future payments to the local unit of government
and/or terminate this agreement.

B. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. The State shall give technical assistance to the local unit of government in establishing trails
upon request.

C. FUNDING. The state’s sole responsibility under this Agreement is to provide funds to the local unit of government. In the
event that state funds become unavailable because of legislative or executive action or restraints the grant amount may be
reduced or canceled by the State.
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D. REIMBURSEMENT. The state agrees to reimburse the local unit of government 65 percent of the cost of trail acquisition,
development, and other capital improvements. All costs shall be in accordance with the allowable charges and costs listed in the
Manual. This grant shall not exceed the State Cost as specified above.

E. PAYMENT. The local unit of government must submit a request for reimbursement and attach worksheets furnished by the
State for all costs incurred in acquiring, and developing the trail, all in accordance with the Manual. Additionally, the local unit
of government must submit original receipts of actual purchases exceeding $100.00. Further, the first request for
reimbursement for costs incurred by grooming must be made by January 31, and the last day of every month thereafter while
costs are incurred during the grooming season.

1. First Payment: Upon receipt of the request for reimbursement evidencing acceptable trail costs of $500.00 or more for
acquisition or development the State agrees to reimburse the local unit of government for approved costs in accordance with
the Manual. The State shall not be required to pay for any services provided by the local unit of government which the
State determines to be unsatisfactory as determined by the State’s authorized representative.

2. Subsequent Payments: Each thirty (30) successive days after the first payment, the local unit of government may submit
invoices evidencing trail costs. Payments shall be made to the extent of authorized reimbursement, or until this agreement
is terminated.

3. Trail Segments: It is understood that if the trail system is developed in segments, the local unit of government may submit
requests for reimbursement as soon as continuous and workable segments are completed.

F. STATE AUDITS. Under Minnesota Statutes § 16C.05, subd. 5, the Grantee’s books, records, documents, and accounting
procedures and practices relevant to this grant contract are subject to examination by the State and/or the State Auditor or
Legislative Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum of six years from the end of this grant contract. Records shall be sufficient,
as defined in the Manual to reflect significant costs incurred and volunteer donation of time, equipment, and/or materials in
performance of this grant.

G. WORKERS COMPENSATION. The Grantee certifies that it is in compliance with Minnesota Statutes § 176.181, subd. 2,
pertaining to workers' compensation insurance coverage. The Grantee's employees and agents will not be considered State
employees. Any claims that may arise under the Minnesota Workers' Compensation Act on behalf of these employees and any
claims made by any third party as a consequence of any act or omission on the part of these employees are in no way the State’s
obligation or responsibility.

H. LIABILITY. Each party agrees that it will be responsible for its own acts and the results thereof to the extent authorized by
law and shall not be responsible for the acts of the other party and the results thereof. The State’s liability shall be governed by
the provisions of the Minnesota Tort Claims Act, Minnesota Statutes § 3.736 and other applicable law. The Sponsor’s liability
shall be governed by the provisions of Minnesota political Subdivisions Tort Liability, Minnesota Statutes § 466.02 and other
applicable law.

I. TERM.
1.1 Effective date: September 1, 2011, or the date the State obtains all required signatures under Minnesota Statutes
Section 16C.05, subdivision 2, whichever is later. The Grantee must not begin work under this grant contract until this
contract is fully executed and the Grantee has been notified by the State’s Authorized Representative to begin the work.
1.2 Expiration date: June 30, 2013, or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever is sooner. This
expiration date includes the certification period as authorized in Minn. Stat. 16A.28, subd. 6.
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J. TERMINATION. This Agreement may be terminated by the State in the event of a default by the Sponsor, the legislature
appropriates insufficient monies for the program, or the abandonment of the Trail. It may also be terminated upon mutual
agreement by the State and the Sponsor, upon 30 days’ written notice to each entity.

K. PUBLICITY AND ENDORSEMENT. Publicity: Any publicity regarding the subject matter of this grant contract must
identify the State as the sponsoring agency and must not be released without prior written approval from the State's Authorized
Representative. For purposes of this provision, publicity includes notices, informational pamphlets, press releases, research,
reports, signs, and similar public notices prepared by or for the Grantee individually or jointly with others, or any
subcontractors, with respect to the program, publications, or services provided resulting from this grant contract.

Endorsement: The Grantee must not claim that the State endorses its products or services.

L. ASSIGNMENT OR MODIFICATION. The Sponsor may not assign any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement
without the prior written consent of the State. No change or modification of the terms or provisions of this Agreement shall be
binding unless such change or modification is in writing and signed by all parties on this Agreement.

M. DATA DISCLOSURE. Under Minnesota Statutes § 270.66, and other applicable law, the Grantee consents to disclosure
of its social security number, federal employer tax identification number, and/or Minnesota tax identification number, already
provided to the State, to federal and state tax agencies and state personnel involved in the payment of state obligations. These
identification numbers may be used in the enforcement of federal and state tax laws which could result in action requiring the
Grantee to file state tax returns and pay delinquent state tax liabilities, if any.

N. GOVERNING LAW, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE. Minnesota law, without regard to its choice-of-law provisions,
governs this grant contract. Venue for all legal proceedings out of this grant contract, or its breach, must be in the appropriate
state or federal court with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey County, Minnesota.

O. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. The State’s Authorized Representative is the Trail Area Supervisor from the Parks
and Trails Division of the Department of Natural Resources for the area where the trail is located, or his/her successor, and has
the responsibility to monitor the Sponsors performance and the authority to accept the services provided under this grant
contract. If the services are satisfactory, the State’s Authorized Representative will certify acceptance on each invoice
submitted for payment. A list of the Trail Area Supervisors can be found on the program webpage
(http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/grants/recreation/xc_ski/taw_sites.pdf).

The Sponsor’s Authorized Representative is the contact person and individual who provide the authorized signature for the
Sponsor, which can be found on the program application (incorporated here into this agreement by reference). If the Sponsor’s
Authorized Representative changes at any time during this grant contract, the Sponsor must immediately notify the State.

The authorized representative of the sponsor is prohibited from being an officer or bookkeeper/accountant of the club or
organization receiving this grant on behalf of the State.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement.

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT

(County) (City) (Village) (Town)
Authorized Representative Signature Title Date
Authorized Representative Signature Title Date

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
rtifies that funds have been encumbered as

> State Encumbrance Verification Date
required by M.S. 8 16A.15 and 16C.05.
SWIFT PO #:
Signature (Recommend for Approval) Parks and Trails Regional Manager Date
Authorized Signature Parks and Trails Division Director Date
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MINNESOTA SNOWMOBILE TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
e CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT
I. Trail/Club Name: 2. Unit of Government Sponsor: 3. Date of Request:

4. Project Title:

5. Beimbursement Period Start Diate (For This Request): 6. Reimbursement Period End Date iFor This Request):
7. Expenditures TOTAL
TA. ADMINISTRATION

Explanation: b

TB. ACQUISITION
Explanation: b ]

TC. CONSTRUCTION
Explanation:

7D, FACILITIES

Explanation:

5. Total Cost iSum 74 w70y 9. Tota e ailablel  Jant Balance:

b $ Year:
[ 1. Total Grant Request: L it 10— Qi

§

13. Development Accomplishments
13A. Trail Miles Developed andfor Added to GIA System:
Description:

I3B. Bridges Constructed To-Date:
Description:

[3C. Parking Areas Developed To-Date:
Description:

l4. Sponsor Approval

I hereby certify that the materials andfor services shown on this document and/or attached invoices have been delivered,
that this is my only original invoice and is correct and just and that no part of same has been paid.

144, Signature of Trail Administrator: 14B. Telephone Mumber: 14C. Date of Signature:
14D, Authorized Signature of Sponsor: 14E. Title: 14F. Date of Signature:
(Revisad 1 1/27/2007) Page 1 of 2
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|5, Required Checklist

I5A. Yes| |Nol| | Amny Bids Required?
I5B. Yes[ | No[ | Original Sign;
15C. Yes[ | No[ ] Signed Wo
I5D, Yes |:| Mo |:| Invoices In

THIS INVOICE APPROVED

5 _i—

Date:
Area Tralls & Waterways Supe
, FY: CFMS NMumber Amount: Invoice Mumber:
Partial
Final

(Revised 1 1/27/2007)

Revised 12/22/2011
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E MINNESOTA SNOWMOBILE TRAILS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

:um‘ OPERATOR’S WORK LOG SHEET

T — —

Dats Labar Transporiation Ofler Equipme nt Dler Equipment .
5 5 s s
5 5 s s
5 5 s s
$ j N 5
5 N | 5
$ ' ] ] 3 5
5 5
— 1[0 =T %
b §
5 /=\ | B ] 5
$ $ s s
$ 3 s s
5 5 s s
$ 3 s s
5 5 s s
$ $ s s
5 $ s s
$ $ s s

TOTAL | % TOTAL | & TOTAL | & %

Revisad 1172772007
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Sample Landowner Permission Form
LANDOWNER PERMISSION

THIS PERMIT is granted on , by
the Landowner(s) to the Sponsor to establish and/or maintain the
Snowmobile Trail.

That , the (record owners, contract for deed purchasers, lessees)
in consideration of , grants this permit over
and upon the following described premises situated in the County of , State of Minnesota,
to wit: (complete land description)

SUBJECT TO:

1. This permit shall be continuous and will terminate upon sale of the land, or upon notification in writing

to the Sponsor six (6) months prior to termination by the Landowner(s).
2. The right-of-way shall be open to the general public for snowmobile use.

3. The Sponsor shall at all times have the right to enter upon said right-of-way for any purpose necessary to
the performance of lawful powers and duties.

4. The Landowner(s) shall have the right to close said right-of-way during any emergency, with the
approval of the Sponsor.

5. The permit is for a foot width over the route to be used.

DATE:

(Landowner Signature)

(Address and Phone Number)

(Club Representative)

NOTE: All Trail Permits are to be made out to the Sponsor not the club. Permits can be made out to club only
if the Sponsor has specifically given written permission and authority to the club, and the club has been
incorporated.
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Elements of a Sponsor Resolution

A sponsor/local unit of government resolution should include the following information:
o A statement that the local unit of government will act as legal sponsor for an application for the DNR
Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program

o A statement that the local unit of government may enter into agreement with the State of Minnesota for
the specific grant program mentioned above

o A statement that the local unit of government will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as
stated in the agreement

o A statement recognizing an individual (in many cases a local government auditor) who will act as a
fiscal agent on behalf of the local unit of government

o Date the resolution is adopted
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ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL TRAIL

Trail User Maps and Public Information Guidelines

Accurate maps of the trail system should be prepared for free distribution to users. They should be available at
the trailhead, DNR offices, and other locations convenient to the public and at a minimum should include the
following data:

1. Trail Name or Names.

2. Trail Location -- Give directions on how to get to the trail system parking lot from the nearest town and
major highway. A small state map showing the general location within the state could also be useful.

3. Trail Length -- Show the number of miles/km for each segment or loop.

4. Trail Use -- Identify loops or segments designated for snowmobiling use, as well as trails closed to
snowmobiling if the potential for conflict with other users exist, e.g., cross-country skiing.

5. Trail Connections -- Identify other trails the trail connects to such as: State Parks and State Forests, State
Trails, or other Grants-In-Aid Trails.

6. Trail Information -- Give name, address and phone number of an individual who may be contacted for
information, contact the local chamber of commerce to identify them as the local contact. The phone
number of the local conservation officer may also be helpful.

7. Bridges -- Show all bridge crossings.

8. Roads -- Identify maintained state forest roads and portions used as trails; also identify roads not
maintained, but suitable for snowmobiling.

9. Mark on map and/or list locations where the following services would be available:

Gas Repair services

Food Medical facilities
Lodging Law enforcement officers
Nearest DNR office 911 or Zenith

Other helpful information
10. Develop a grid system for safety purposes or locating facilities.
11. Basic Safety Tips -- Speed limit, driving on lakes/thin ice, frostbite, trail signs, etc. Statements
concerning speed and alcohol should be included on the map.
12. It is helpful to put a date somewhere (bottom right-hand corner for consistency) on the map so the most
current maps are in circulation.
13. Identify all roads on map, and have corresponding signs posted on trails to help trail users know where
they are at all times.
14. Clearly identify all state asphalt paved bike trails where metal studs are prohibited.
County base maps are available from the DNR that show snowmobile trail alignments. These base maps are
available for most counties from the Trails and Waterways Unit. Check with the Area Trails and Waterways
Supervisor for your county.

Trail Design and Construction Guidelines

Minimum riding surface for one-way trail should be eight (8) feet or a reasonable width based on the conditions.
Minimum riding surface for two-way trail should be ten (10) feet or a reasonable width based on the conditions.
An additional two (2) feet should be cleared outside the trail surface. Minimum turning radius is 100 feet, unless
marked.

Branches and obstacles above the trail should be cleared to a height of ten (10) feet.

Reflective signs should be placed on the right side of the trail on posts at reasonable intervals (see Appendix B -
Snowmobile Trail Signage Manual).
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Signing Suggestions

In general, signing on trails should be designed to provide direction, information, and safety for trail users.
Major signing areas are at the trailhead, trail junctions, and in areas where safety of the user is involved.
Trailhead and trail junction signs will provide maps showing route designation, distance, traffic flow direction,
and location of support facilities. Safety signs will caution users of steep slopes, bridges, or highway crossings,
and other hazardous trail conditions.

Signs on all trails should be kept at a minimum and be well placed.
Signs placed out on the trail should include reassuring blazers, caution signs, do not enter signs, stop signs, etc.

Placement of most signs should be on the right-hand side of the trail just off the main treadway but within
clearing limits. Signs should be attached to posts placed two (2) to three (3) feet off the treadway and three (3)
to four (4) feet above expected snow depth. Attach them securely with lag screws or carriage bolts. Wood or
metal posts may be used depending on location and availability.

The directional sign used on the trail should be trail junction blazers, directional blazers and reassuring blazers.
Signs should be placed in open areas or in other areas where a trail user might become confused. If uncertain
about the effectiveness of signing, invite a non-local trail user to identify where deficiencies may exist.

Suggested Signing Program:
1. Trailhead

The following signs should be located near the parking lot at the start of the trail.

A. Major Information Board Map of trails
Registration Distance of various routes
Interpretive information Rules and regulations
Trail conditions Trail uses permitted and prohibited

Emergency telephone numbers
Address of person in charge of trail operation and maintenance (unit manager)
Where to go and who to see in case of emergency
B. You Are Here -- Should be located at the trailhead and at intersections with other trails.
i. if necessary, direction of trail (one-way, two-way)
ii. trail distances (miles or kilometers)
iii. location of facilities

iv. you are here location marker
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2. Information
A Use Designation -- Should be located at all intersections where incompatible users may enter the trail.
B. Interpretive -- Located at points of interest along trail. Consult regional naturalist for recommendations

concerning interpretive signs.

C. General Information -- Located and designed to provide information to trail users to assist or improve
their ability to safely and enjoyably use the trail.

3. Traffic

A. STOP NRM 8.4.1. Location: every traveled public road or railroad crossing.

B. STOP AHEAD NRM 8.4.2. Location: should appear 300 feet before traveled public road or
railroad crossing.

C. DO NOT ENTER NRM 8.4.4A  Location: ski or other trail intersections, one-way trails,
prohibited areas.

D. YIELD NRM 8.4.3 Location: intersections with other trails in open areas. May also
be used at private trail crossing found on railroad grades.

E. CAUTION NRM 8.4.5 Location: should be placed prior to all potentially hazardous

areas such as cliff edges, rock falls, steep hills, congested areas,
bridges, sharp ditches, sharp curves.

F. REASSURING BLAZER NRM 8.4.7A  Location: where needed to reassure trail use is on the right trail,
more in open areas, less in thick woods. May also be
needed at unused road or trail intersections.

G. DIRECTIONAL AND TRAIL JUNCTIONS

NRM 8.4.8C  Location: based on trail junction. Directional arrows should be
placed prior to sharp curves and turns; distance will depend on
anticipated speed of user. On snowmobile trails, these signs
should appear at least 50 feet prior to the turn, curve, or junction.

H. SNOWMOBILE SYMBOL

NRM 8.4.22A Location: start of trail and at trail intersections with other use
trails.
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I. NO SNOWMOBILING NRM 8.5.14B Location: where needed to restrict snowmobile use.

J. NO MOTORIZED VEHICLE PERMITTED

NRM 8.4.14  Location where necessary to prohibit use, by Motorized
vehicles except snowmobiles.

4. Temporary and Special Signs and Decals

A. Trail Closed NRM 8.4.4D  Location: at points where users could enter the trail.

B. Handicapped Accessible  No number available

Location: trailhead and facilities.

C. Grant-In-Aid NRM 8.5.7 Location: at intersections of DNR and GIA trails, also at GIA
trail heads.

D. Mileage Markers (optional) Location: at intervals of miles and/or kilometers. Mileage markers can be very
helpful to the trail user and manager. They let trail users know
the distance they have traveled or must travel to return to the
trailnead.  They can help the manager easily identify
maintenance problem areas and can also be useful to help locate
injured or stranded trail users.

No number available

E. Caution Truck Hauling NRM 8.4.9 Placed to provide warnings where logging or other trucks cross
or share trail treadway.

F. Stay on Trail NRM 8.2.20  Placed in areas where trespass from trail or environmental

impacts are of concern.

G. Ski Pass Required NRM 8.5.24  Place at all entry points to ski trails supported by state funds.
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SNOWMOBILE TRAIL SECTION OF THE “TRAIL PLANNING,
DESIGN, AND DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES”

Winter Use Traks

SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

The following guidelines pravide gensral dasign and grooming parameters for
snovemckile trais. As with cther types of trais, the guidslines are notintended to be
a substitute for site-specific design that responds to local conditions, development
requirsments, and safety concems.

TRAIL TREAD WIDTHS AND CONAGURATIONS

The phiysical space required for the one- and two-way trails provides the base-line for
datermining the optional vidth for snowmckile trals, as the following graphic illustrates.

TYPICAL TRAIL WIDTHS FOR SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

The followang defines the basc trail wickhe and dirsctional configurations for srowmcbile trails. (Thess comraspond with the snowmcoble
tral configurations definedin Section 4 — Trail Chesfictiore and General Characterstics.)

Cne-way teak ame cccanznaly
vsed n @ smowmakile teal
systam whene o modenges
langzsh Izap & prowdad or the
comidor & particulorly namow

Twa-way troik are often
the mast practical and thus
comman type of snowmobile
tratl These ore well suked
for lnger, ntegroted tad
Systems with moderote @
Fgh wie levels

One-Way Snowmobile Trail Two-Way Snowmobile Trail

The trail widths shawn in the graphic are generd and are often modified to
accommeodate site-specific conditions. A 12- to 14-foot vade snowmobile trail is
corsiderad optimal to allow for ease of passing oncoming traffic. Going any wider is not
always dasrable simcs it requires more grooming and takes away from the setting and
experienca of being closs to rature.

Trais wider than the optimd wadth are typically only pravided where traffic is espedially
heavy, such as near a trailhead or between popular destinations. The need for a wider
trail in these situatiors is field determined by the local tral sponsors. At busy tralheads
and trail intersections, the first 200 to 300 feet of trail is sometimes a couple of feet
vader to allow snovmobiers to wait along one side for ther ridng group to assemble
and stil allow for two-way traffic on the trail. The following photos illustrate cormmon
trail widths for srovmobile trails.

] batween 12 and (4 faetwids. The talen the kftruns  Near traleads, $he talis ssmetimes grozmed o

Y anerthem forast whers sighthnes gre more Wmited, which belps kesp ndng speeds bower. (n the midde  fewfeet w oxommodae nders roupng vp
phate, the lang coandznad rad-grade traf s very fiae wish bong sightines, Here, t2a, 12 to 14 feet & adequote dongads the Ll
2 gccommizdate two-way e

25 MATURAL RSIERRIGE =TT
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smmen example of o comfrtcble dearonce
Zone adacent t0 0 promed and tradked tral The
clearanze zone s 2speaaly mportant where tree:
and brush ar= present oo downhlk, Note that by
Wmiting the clearance 220z, tral “cresp” can be
controded, a: con coss-country trovel

Longer, flownp coves with odeauate 9pitives ors
peferad for mowrmokile taats, Ightlees shoudd
bz lzng erough for the nder to reccet to ancoming
condkizns but not 5o kong as to entice excesshe
ook,

TRAIL CLEARANCE ZONES

The dearance zore is defined as the physical space above ard on sither side of the trail
that is free from obstructions. A |12-foct minimum vertical clear area above the snow
surface is recommendzd for all snowmobiles trais, with |4 fest beirg required when
larger grooming equipment is used.

The horizontal dearance zone should extend a minimum of 24 inches on either side of
the grcomed area. The horizontal deararce zone shoud narsase at trail or roadway
qossings to at keast double the width of the trai and standard clearance zone - 32 to
36 fest for a two-way snowmabile trail. The dearance width should ako be enlarged
rear 2 hazard, such as a bridge or culvert. The extent to which it i enlarged shoud

be determinad in the fisld based on site-specific conditiors, taking into consideration
sightlines and anticipated speeds. The following photos ilustrats common dearancs
zones adacent to snowmcbile trais.

it ts common and recommended thot the clearance
zzn= be widened ot Eridpe approadhes, hazonds, and
readwoy Crosings to gve nders ample cpportniy
react to teal condtions,

the temae and sight
zoupde o f on aither ads of the trod

experience. Howsver,
the clearance zone should be widenad whansver o
nder's wew s chatrocted ot nommal Adeg spesds for
the traf.

TRAIL GRADES, CURVES, AND SIGHT DISTANCES

Snowmobie trails should provide a variety of terrain consistent with the setting, An
important distinguishing aspect of snoamcbile trais is that they shoud cross contours at
right angles to prevent the snowmobile from rolling over or sliding sideways and tearing
up the trail.

As a general guidsline, snowmckile trais should incorporate a variety of hils and
urdulating terrain to add interest On hilly sections, grades between |0 and 25 percent
are acceptable, athough 10 percent or less is preferred for safety reasors ard sightires.
(The grade percentage of a shope can be measurad with a dinometer or cakculated
usirg the follovang formula: percent of grade = rise/frun x 100.)

Stzeper grades require adequate approaches and run-cuts at kzast as long as the slope
itseif to gve riders ample space to control their machines prior to entering a aurve. It
is important to maintain vegetation on trails traversing stseper slopes to pravent off-
season erosion, which could cause a rough trai and hence grooming and srowmobie
handing problems.

On grades of 8 percent or greater, corsider separating the tral into uphill ard dovanhil
sections to avoid conficts.

CURVES

Curves should be as gentle as possible ard wel signed. Longer curves enharce ridsr
safety and also make trail maintenance easier since snow is not as easiy pushed to

the edge as can be the case with a sharpsr tumn. As a general guideline, 2 100-foct or
longer radis is recommendad, with S0 feet being the minimum if adequate run-cut
space and sightlines are provided. Typically, 3 minimum of |5 fest of dearance zore on
the outside of sharp curves is needed to allow riders to regain control § they enter the
turm too fast. Warning signs should be provided up to 300 feet ahead of ary sharp tum,
esp=adly those that raquire a charge inspeed.
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‘Winter Use Trals |

SIGHT NSTANCES

Sight distances are important on snowmckile trals, with final determinaticrs dependert
an the character of the trail and antidpated speeds. As a base-line, sightines shoud
gereraly be at keast 100 fest and increase from there depending on site conditicrs

ard expected travel speseds. At 50 mph, 2 sightline of 300 feet or more is necessary,
espedally if a trail is icy. YWhere sighflines are compromized, warning sigrs shaould

b= prosided at least |00 feet and up to 300 fest pricr to a hazard. Hazands induds
roadway mossings, trail intersections, steep drop-offs, ard shamp aurves.

The followirg photos ilustrate a variety of trail grades, curve situatiors, and sightlines
encountered on snowmabile fraik.

(% Bl ay 4

fpproaching hills at o nght angle i imporiomd with Brovide gozquaie vseol cues of an approodh
snowmobile troik o pevent mlovers, COn stesp cwve to enhance teal sofety. Fem dhis A
temps niders bo wander off trol onts odoining privods shoper on twseway troik, sepanming the ophill and otz and other ggns of the drobeod lent the Ader
property, which can kead to troll restnctions. Wahere downhil sections b sometimes wied (o increase sfedy  of bhe approgching cune. From the otber diection,

e comidor i nt chviows, blores along the trol are and reduce the potentiol for confict. With she open awaming nign b provided about 100 fest prior o the

e

The wide open sighdhines of $his trall sncourape riders
i po faster The lock of rhy defired comidor olss

recommznged bo kesp nders on the opproved teail sightines ond modest prode of this fall, wooway cunve to alent Aders do slow down and opproadh with
tread — ond remind them of the conpequences of not traffic oo o sinple 12 0 14-foot tread works weil coution.
stoing o b teal

TREAD PREPARATION

The tread refers to the underying trail beneath the compacted and groomed snow.
Proper off-season evaliation of trail alignmernts and tread surface preparation and
mainterance is riticd to setting the stage for qualty snowmobile traiks. The folowing
carsiders the most impaortant aspects of preparing the tread for winter use.

TRAIL CROSS GRADES

The aptimal snowmckile trai cross-section is of a consistent, even grade with a 2
percent cross-slope, as dlustrated in the following graphic.

OPTIMAL SHOWMOEILE TRAIL CRO35-SECTION CHARACTERISTICS

The cross-slope of a snowmchile trail i an important factor in creating a quality trail Sinc= the
gro-orred trail surface t=nds to reflect what is urdeme ath, the ground n:\\urﬂ'g'nl"d.m
mdﬁm a5 mmnbiﬂmi‘ ars h]d out dul'rﬁ 'H'ﬂ nﬁ'mﬂ.

J2_ [ for twwany seswmchile drad

& 2% i with vp to 55 tizhle for [mited

mlm‘ suface is arefizctizn Mnm ) m;_shj;.lepbucmuul':'rpmh aNoANE 12
e riderz). A shphtly precter crose shipe con b toleroted § anzuph mowis

avabepls and propark fraoied o a ame avalshl

Hret

miove the smow aroued do crecte an optimal oss-shpe

As illustrated, an evenly skoped grade across the tral i optimal for snowmchiling,
Abrupt grade chargss or genera unevenness should be avoided to make trails sasier to
groom and rmare enjoyable to snowmobilke on. The following graphic ilustrates these
corditians.

MINEETITA QEFARTEINT OF MATUR AL BETOIVELRT = TI¥ - TRAIL FLANKRING JiSIGN, ARD
TEALT AND WATREWA P QENELDPMENT GUIBELIAGT
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Excmssive tral unevenress roaly offacts the ukimats smcothness of a snowmobils trall. Itako
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EXCESSIVE TRAIL UNEVENNESS

base and makes the tral more prone to washboarding.

g 12'-14' for two.way smowmnchie sl .

Uineven can be mane prene o wathboordng and the spots, especial)
Mynmw«wmwmbeaowm::mmdd
surfaces that would ctherwise be o vscble taal

Thts even and smozth prade with vepetatizn and @
’ 2pe 5 Ideal for o mowmechie tal.

not mowed,
regare dgnfica t
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sueh as Asturtbng nesting bands, When 1k
troverse sengtive natoral amos, the praples of
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foctor v this regand & woteg wetd oz lote 0
the seaszn a: posstie befors mouwvg to ovad
dsupting restng bnds and bedded onimals.

The following photas lustrats some of the previously described aross-section
conditions.
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erngon to toke Hold mateg wsustanche

MW 00! | the witer o3 R
for summer use and ncreanngly reugh for wnder wre
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TREAD SURFACE CONDITIONS

The tread surface is an important trail preparation and grooming consideration. A
uriform grass surface is preferred across the entire width of the trail for a couple of
reasons: |) grass holds snow better than bare ground or paved surfaces ard 2) grass
helps prevent off-seascn use ard eroson from creating an unaven surface.

The longer and heavier the grass, the mores snow it will take to establish a base. Where

feasible, mow the trail just before the season to prepare the tread and reduce the depth
of base reedad to areate a usable trail. Under most conditions, a &- to | 2-inch smowfdl

is optimal to establish a base over a relatively short grassy ground cover.

Routine brushingArimmirg of the woody material across the trail and on the edgs

of the clearance zone is also very importart to maintaining the tread surface, All
protruding rocks, bogs, and other woody debris that would intsrfere with trail grooming
and rider safety shoud be removed from the trai shortly before the seazon,

Although not as desirable as a natural or aggragate surface, asphdt is an acceptable
surface when snowfall is sufficent. Laws pertaining to the use of studs shoud be
corsidered when astablishing a trail on an asphalt surface. Also, it shoud be expected
that the snow cover wil not last as long in the sprirg as it would on a grass-surfaced
trail.

TEPARINENT &5

| misnasara
TRAILS AST WATIEWAYD

SATURAL SEB0aRLiS

-T720- TEAN B

Page 34 of 43

Minnesota Snowmobile GIA Capital Improvement Manual



APPENDIX B

Winter Use Trals -

Tread draimage and erosion are important corsiderations for smowmobie traiks. If
drainage is poor and ercsion pervasive, the tread surface wil b2 compromisad and
become uneven, making it harder to groom and ride on. The most important factor

in preventing erosion is making sure the trail is covered with a stabilang ground cover
durirg the off-seascn. Snowmokile trails that follow the fall line of a slope should alsa
gereraly not be used for summer uses to avoid creating a single track that expases the
scils to erosion. In some casss, off-season grading and revegetation is necessary to fil in
ruts, maintain drarags, and comrect ercsion problems.

WETLAND AND WATER CROSSINGS

Weztland areas sheuld be avoided when aligning snowmaobie trails because the tread
surface is often uneven, nconsistent, and unpredictable. Potential ecological impacts are
another reason to gensrally avoid wetland areas. If a trail doss cross 2 wetland, select
the location carsfully to minimize these impacts.

Lakes ard rivers inherently pose safety issues and surface qualty uncertainties and
should therefore bz avcided for formal traiks.

trals should be avaidad gwen the many
safety concems, wah o5 sush, dhin gpots,
and wninown surface imepulanties, Thene

15 2lso o temptatizn for riders to wonder
" far and wide and ako “thp” acress open
S water

When water drainage crossings are necessary, culverts, boardwalks, or bridges shoud
be uzsed. Approaches to these structures should be smocth ard level (up to a S percent
grade) and with a dear sight distance of at least |00 fest. Bridgs and boardwak decks
should be flush with the trail surface with narrow or no gaps between dedking boards
(to alow snow to accumulate and compact). A |0-foot-vide bridge or boardvalk is
optimal, with 8 f2=t being the mininwum acceptable. Each should have a weight capadty
of 10 tors or more to accommodate maintenance equipment. All bridges must be
dasignad to mest applicable DINR bridgs standards (detsrmired on a site-by-site basis).
The following photos illustrate varicus tread surface ard bridge condtions.

¥ o summer-wse bridpe & vsedfor o snowmotile tral,
¢ the surfoce of the tral ond deck shoudd be smeooth
s8a:00 can raduce the ameunt of mow needad to 15 stzep, place o woming 9 at least 100 fast prior and flush The deck boamd: sheuld have mienal gaps
cracee o uscble base. % the hazard. to held snzw Bakngs ame clso reguaed,

| VINSEISTA CEPARTIENT §5 NATURAL BE3DOBIES -T2~ TRAL PLASNIRG CISIES, AND
K; TIALT ANT WATIRWAT CEVILDPWENT SUIBEUINGS

Approaches to cubverts crossing droncges should be

Alevel, prass-svfaced comidor & opemal for
fore ¢ smozth and level If the trad namews or the houlder

snzwmzede trals, Mawng the el ju:

Revised 12/22/2011 Page 35 0f 43 Minnesota Snowmobile GIA Capital Improvement Manual



APPENDIX B

TRAIL GROOMING

Grooming snowmakile trails is a speciaized activity that is part art and part technique.
The International Assodation of Snowmaobie Administrators (IASA) has done
considerable ressarch on this subject and has developed a resource guide for trai
grooming entiied Guidelnes for Snowmcbie Tral Groomer Opergtor Training. The guide
covers al of the fundamental aspects of trail grooming and is a highly recommendsd

reference.
For more information!
;he g'w;‘im &Hdh;tagv be GUIDELINES for SNOWMOBILE TRAIL
uno on the we e WW.
2 it GROOMER OPERATOR TRAINING
GroomearGuidscomplete pdf

A Resource Guide for Trall Grooming
Managers and Equipment Opersators

Produced by

[= == I Y

e et @ 31— A

ROADWAY CROSSINGS

Roadway crossings are an important safety concern for snovamnctilers and moterists. Al
crossings should be well marked with signs, inchuding Stop Ahead signs at least 100 feet
prior to a stop sign. Snowbarks shoud be kept low at all crossings, with ample sightlines
from beth the trail and the roadway.

Where fzasible, roadway crossings should be at intersections where motorists are
expecting traffic from the side and thus more lkely to recognize a snowmckile trail
crossing, If midblodk crossings are raquired, approaches should be as level as possible
and sightlines extra long. To be level during the snow season, the approach should be
designed to be 3 to 6 inches kower than the road during the none-snow seasan, where
feasible. This wil alow groomers to remove the extra snow dragged across the road by
srowmobiles ard to aveid creating a hump right befors the crossing point.

A pateway ot mingheps. Gatewsys on ach side of the road can also remind riders that they are about to make
owmohilers and meotonsts mom eaaly recogne

the crosang. The lsvel prode on both ades ehe | @ T0SHING and extra attenticn is warranted. All roadveay crossings should be consistent

road {amlor 20 o fanm fiekd access dve) ako with any appicable laws and ordinancss. The optimal bocation for all crossings should be
mproves sighthnes ond allows the Ader tomere field determired by experienced tral dasigners and tested during the day and at night to
easly paskion for the aessing. ersure that they are dearly visible ard as safe as possble. The following photos Hlustrate

arumber of roadway crossing considerations.

1 05 SATURAL BISOTRLCS -Tn- TaAN B
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Winter Use Traks

\\ il
' — -
b Sk e e RN (oo 4 _
Abbouzgh th oo s orved f ath 5 A rarmw treod coused by sowbonks poses two Alzng wih proper amiage, o light 1s added o¢ this
It iz not optimal due cenzems: 1) it reduces the sighednes from the el tral cros:ng to improve safety. The fiatness and

utidty pole. Cunng the day nders are Mely tosee ) and roodway and 2) it squeezes nders 0o g Ingle strogghitness of this rof conversizn reduced the visedl
cut gt righe it poses mone of a ek, Carefid attention path kst when they are about to make o arzssing. On - cves asscoated with Wendfyng thes intersection,

to detal £ essentiol o dl crosngs gwen the deagnated trak, ovedd ths whenever pzssitle. werngntng the addbon of the gt

diztroctions that are inberant o Sese skuaions

TRAIL SIGNAGE

Consistert with the grart-in-aid program administsred by DNR, sigrage should be
provided for direction, information, and enhancing the safety of trail users. Major signing
ar=as irclude trailheads, trai urctiors, and areas where the safety of the user is of
partiaular concemn. The primary reference for snowmobile trail signags is the MN DNR's
Sign Manudl, which provides reference numbers and in-depth information for each type
of sign used dong a smowmobie trail. The instructions manual for the snowmabile
grant program administered by the DNR Division of Trails and Waterways also has an
extensive listing of signing recormmendations. The folowing provides a brief overview of
signage that complements these resourcss.

Tralhead and trail junction signs provide miaps showing routs designations, distances,
traffic flow direction, and the location of support fadlities. Safety signs are usedto
caution users of steep shopes, bridges, highway arossings, or other trail hazards.

Signs on trais should be kept to the minimum necessary and be well placed to serve
their purpose. Signs placed dong the trail should include reassuring blazers along with
Caution, Do Not Enter, Stop Ahead, Stop, and cther related sigrs.

Placement of most sigrs is consistent with the guidelines for natural trais as defined in
Section & - Sustainable Natural Surface Trails. Signs shoud be placed on the right side
of the trail and set back from the main tread, but within the dearing limits. Signs should
be attadhed to posts offset 2 feet (minimum) to 3 feet (praferred) from the edges of the
groomed treadway. The signs should be placed 3 feet (mininwm) to 4 feet (maximum)
above the expectad srow depth. Setting the signs 4 fest above the bare ground
typically ersures the sign wil be the dasired height. Posts may be wood or plastic,
dependng on location and availabifty.

Diractiond signs used along the trail shoud indude trai junction blazes, directicnal
blazes, and reassuring blazes. These signs shoud be placed in opan areas orin other
ar=as where a trail user might become corfused. if uncertan about the effectiveness of
signing, invite a nonlocal snowmoebiler to idertify deficiendes.

TRAILHEADS AND SUPPORT FACILITIES

Trailheads typicaly corsist of 2 parking area and traihead kiosk with tral maps and
related information. The parking area for trails varies considerably dependirg on its
popularity and the number of access poirts. As a general guidsline, parking areas should
be designed to accommodate a minmum of |10 vehicles, with room for expansion.
Each space should be 10 fest wide by 45 feet long. Drive lanes should be 24 fest wide
with adequate turming radii. An aggregats surface is sufficient for parking areas if used
primarily for snowmckile trai use. Smawbanks from plowing should dso be used as the
primary means to define the parking area. Posts or other bamriers can ako be usedon
the periphery of the parking area to pravent vehides from leaving the dasignatad area.

TOE NATLRAL SEI20SLRD -TB-
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Given the mantenance and cast, providing portable or permarent restroom faciities
should be carefully corsidered. i private services are available nzar the traihead,
providing these faciities is generally not recommended. In sslect locations, smowmabile
traibeads take advantage of support facifties, induding restrooms, at summer-use state
or county trais and parks

In addition to traibeads, support faciities that should be identified on trail maps incude
services such as gas, repar shops, food, lodging, medicd faciliies, and law enforcement
offices (%11 or Zenith). The nearest DINR office should ako bz identified, alorg with
any other helpful information. Trailbheads that are in conjunction vith or near gas
stations and convenience stores can be especialy successful.

SUMMER USES OF SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

The compatibility of snowmobile and summer-use trails following the same comidor
should not be assumead and requirss site-specific evaluation. This is especialy the
casa where snowmobile trails travel through arsas of unstable or hydric scils that can
support smowmabile use when frozen condtions but become unstable in summer.
Summer use of thess comridors should be preclidaed. The follovang photos ilustrate
some of these conditions.

This otherwise sustanable mowmobile comar is ot well sus

ATV wse, as the photo cleardy (ustrotes. An angang cccurnence of this type
of Impact anly leads to mare restnct wses, somatimes aven for thoze the
traf wos designed to azcommodate.

tible 10 2resion when g smowmchiée tral
r beczmes o de focto ATV tral The
by b2t 6 that of Ll must be deaned
for ther purpose. k should never be assumed
what a trad comidorfor cne purbose wil be
sukale for ancthier vntd & B assessed for that
pumpzse.
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FEDERAL RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

An additional source of funding for capital improvements and easement acquisitions could be the Federal
Recreational Trail Program. The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy
for Users (SAFETEA-LU) provides for a federal program to provide financial assistance for the development
and maintenance of recreational trails and trail-related projects. The Act provides funding from the Federal
Highway Trust Fund in acknowledgment of off-road recreational fuel use.

Grants are awarded for nearly any trail related project that is solely located within the state of Minnesota. The
priorities for each year are developed by the Minnesota Recreational Trail Users Association (MRTUA) and
vary from one grant round to the next. This program is unique in that, legislatively it is specified that the funds
must be expended for projects that are strictly motorized as well as projects that are strictly non-motorized,
while at the same time encouraging the development of projects that provide for both. The law specifies that 30
percent of the funds must be used for motorized projects, 30 percent for non-motorized, and 40 percent for
projects that can be utilized by both.

Private non-profits and other trail organizations are encouraged to work with Federal, State, and local
government agencies to develop applications. The goal of the State and MRTUA is to foster cooperative efforts
between these groups for long-term development, enhancement and management of recreational trails in
Minnesota.

For more information on this program and needed applications, please visit the DNR’s website at:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recreation/trails_federal.html
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APPENDIX D

GIA Trail Proposal Review Process (12/1/05 version)

DNR Review Timeline

STEP .
at least additional

Preliminary project discussions — early coordination w/Trails & Waterways

*,

<> Club develops initial concept

*,

< Area T&W Supervisor provides GIA Manual, reviews environmental checklist w/club and checks Natural Depends on
Heritage ArcView layer club

*,

<> Club discusses concept w/ key project partners, selected landowners, other interest groups, prepares draft project
proposal

1. T&W review of draft project proposal: 1.5 months

% Area T&W Supervisor reviews draft proposal, discussed w/club
3 Club modifies proposal and secures a local government sponsor 1.5 mo
e If proposal is a minor” snowmobile or ski trail project with no identified potential impacts, go to Step 5

2. Area Team Screen of Project Proposal: Fast Track possible? 1 month
<> Area Team/Reg Eco staff screen proposal for red flag issues (in-office)

. Determine if more in-depth review needed
. Identify additional information DNR staff will need for review
. Review of trail alignment by Natural Heritage Program 1 mo
. Discuss with club, potentially revise proposal to avoid or mitigate issues
<> If no further review needed, go to Public Notification (Step 4a) or EAW (Step 4b)
<> If further review needed, go to Step 3

3. Project Proposal Review: 5 — 10 months (start date depends on RMT assigned schedule)
<> Reg T&W Manager prioritizes project proposals. RMT agrees on list/schedule for field review 1 mo

<> Club and T&W gathers additional information needed for field review as identified in Area Team screen (step 2) 1 mo

% Area Team meets and reviews proposal, complete Rapid Environmental Assessment Checklist, prepare
comments

. Internal issues resolved by RMT/OHVPC (as needed) 1-2mo
Area Team meets w/club to discuss comments and suggested changes 0.5 mo

Club/T&W solicits additional input from public/interest groups to address issues or increase awareness of
proposal (as needed)

1.5 mo

<

3

%

1 mo

X3

Club prepares revised proposal 1 mo+

*

2

%

RMT reviews proposal & Team comments, meet to accept or deny

X3

If proposal accepted
. Go to Public Notification (Step 4a), or
. Go to EAW (Step 4b)
4a. Public Notification: 2 month
30 day public comment period on final proposal accepted by Department

*

1 mo

<

2

%

Summarize comments, review by Area Team, RMT 2 mo

<

If no further changes needed, go to Grant Application (Step 5)
4b. Prepare EAW: 4 to 6 months

Prepare draft EAW

Public comment period

Determine if EIS is needed 4 mo 6 mo
. If so, go to EIS (Step 4c)
. If not, go to Grant Application (Step 5)

<

3

%

o3

4c. Prepare EIS: 1 to 1.5 years lyr

5. Grant Application, Funding Allocation 2 mo

6. Project Permitting and Construction 1lyr

7. Monitoring and Enforcement -

*
Less than 1 continuous mile of re-route/5 miles of trail; less than one continuous mile of trail; trails on agricultural land or frozen water; or designating existing trails
for use by cross-country skiers or snowmobiles
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MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

ADOPTED PERMANENT RULES RELATING TO MANDATORY EAW CATEGORIES AND EXEMPTIONS
[ NOTE: The final adopted rule was published in the Minnesota State Register (29 SR 571 & 30 SR 319) and took effect Oct. 1, 2005 ]

4410.4300 Mandatory EAW categories

Subp. 37. Recreational trails. If a project listed in items A to F will be built on state-owned land or funded, in whole or part, by
grant-in-aid funds administered by the DNR, the DNR is the RGU. For other projects, if a governmental unit is sponsoring the project,
in whole or in part, that governmental unit is the RGU. If the project is not sponsored by a unit of government, the RGU is the local
governmental unit. For purposes of this subpart, “existing trail” means an established corridor in current legal use.

A. Constructing a trail at least 10 miles long on forested or other naturally-vegetated land for a recreational use other than
snowmobiling or cross-country skiing, unless exempted by part 4410.4600, subpart 14, Item D, or constructing a trail at least 20
miles long on forested or other naturally-vegetated land exclusively for snowmobiling or cross-country skiing.

B. Designating at least 25 miles of an existing trail for a new motorized recreational use other than snowmobiling.

In applying items A and B, if a proposed trail will contain segments of newly constructed trail and segments that will follow an
existing trail but be designated for a new motorized use, an EAW must be prepared if the sum of the quotients obtained by dividing
the length of the new construction by 10 miles and the length of the existing but newly designated trail by 25 miles, equals or
exceeds one.

C. Paving 10 or more miles of an existing unpaved trail, unless exempted by part 4410.4600, subpart 27, item B or F. Paving an
unpaved trail means to create a hard surface on the trail with a material impervious to water.

D. Constructing an off-highway vehicle recreation area of 80 or more acres, or expanding an off-highway vehicle recreation area by
80 or more acres, on agricultural land or forested or other naturally-vegetated land.

E. Constructing an off-highway vehicle recreation area of 640 or more acres, or expanding an off-highway vehicle recreation area by
640 or more acres, if the land on which the construction or expansion is carried out is not agricultural, is not forested or otherwise
naturally-vegetated, or has been significantly disturbed by past human activities such as mineral mining.

F. Some recreation areas for off-highway vehicles may be constructed partially on agricultural naturally-vegetated land and partially
on land that is not agricultural, is not forested or otherwise naturally-vegetated, or has been significantly disturbed by past human
activities. In that case, an EAW must be prepared if the sum of the quotients obtained by dividing the number of acres of agricultural
or naturally-vegetated land by 80 and the number of acres of land that is not agricultural, is not forested or otherwise naturally
vegetated, or has been significantly disturbed by past human activities by 640, equals or exceeds one.
4410.4600 EXEMPTIONS
Subp. 27. Recreational trails. The projects listed in items A to F are exempt. For purposes of this subpart, “existing trail” means an
established corridor in current legal use.
A. Rerouting less than 1 continuous mile of a recreational trail if the reroute is necessary to avoid sensitive areas or to alleviate safety
concerns. Multiple reroutes on the same trail must be treated as independent projects, except that where the cumulative length of
currently proposed reroutes exceeds one mile on any five-mile segment of trail, as measured along the rerouted trail, those reroutes
are not exempt.
B. Reconstructing, rehabilitating, or maintaining an existing trail involving no changes in designated use.
C. Constructing less than one continuous mile of trail for use by snowmobiles or cross-country skiers.
D. Constructing a trail for winter-only use across agricultural land or across frozen water.

E. Designating an existing trail for use by snowmobiles or cross-country skiers.

F. Constructing or rehabilitating a non-motorized trail within the Twin Cities Metropolitan Regional Park System.
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(This Page for Reference Only)

‘EXISTING TRAIL’ - DEFINITION
For purposes of Subpart 37, "existing trail" means an established corridor in current legal use (MR 4410.4300, Subp. 37. Recreational
trails). This definition does not apply to designated State Forest Roads which are, by definition, open to vehicular use.

As regards forest classification, motor vehicles (including OHV’s, but not snowmobiles) may be operated on forest roads that are not
posted closed in forests classified managed and limited, but not in a forest classified as closed (MR 6100.1950 Motor Vehicles and
Snowmobiles, Forest Lands). An ATV may be ridden on a township road or city street unless prohibited by resolution or ordinance, or
in the ditch or the outside bank or slope of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway (MS 84.928 Operation requirements; local
regulation.).

4410.4300 MANDATORY EAW CATEGORIES.

Subpart 1. Threshold test. An EAW must be prepared for projects that meet or exceed the threshold of any of subparts 2 to 37, unless
the project meets or exceeds any thresholds of part 4410.4400, in which case an EIS must be prepared. If the proposed project is an
expansion or additional stage of an existing project, the cumulative total of the proposed project and any

existing stages or components of the existing project must be included when determining if a threshold is met or exceeded if
construction was begun within three years before the date of application for a permit or approval from a governmental unit for the
expansion or additional stage but after April 21, 1997, except that any existing stage or component that was reviewed under a
previously completed EAW or EIS need not be included.

Multiple projects and multiple stages of a single project that are connected actions or phased actions must be considered in total when
comparing the project or projects to the thresholds of this part and part 4410.4400.

4410.4600, EXEMPTION CATEGORIES.
Subp 2. Standard Exemptions The following projects are standard exemptions: (any project)
A. projects for which no governmental decisions are required;

B. projects for which all governmental decisions have been made. However, this exemption does not in any way alter the
prohibitions on final governmental decisions to approve a project under part 4410.3100;

C. projects for which, and so long as, a governmental unit has denied a required governmental approval;

D. projects for which a substantial portion of the project has been completed and an EIS would not influence remaining
implementation or construction; and

E. projects for which environmental review has already been initiated under the prior rules or for which environmental review is
being conducted pursuant to part 4410.3600 or 4410.3700.

Subp. 14. Highway Projects. The following projects are exempt: (trail-related excerpt)
D. Roadway landscaping, construction of bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths, and facilities within existing right-of-way are exempt.

Subp. 22. Land Use. The following projects are exempt: (any project)
A. Individual land use variances, including minor lot line adjustments and side yard and setback variances not resulting in the
creation of a new subdivided parcel of land or any change in land use character or density, are exempt.
B. Minor temporary uses of land having negligible or no permanent effect on the environment are exempt.

C. Maintenance of existing landscaping, native growth, and water supply reservoirs, excluding the use of pesticides, is exempt.

[For full text see MN Rules Chapter 4410.0200 — 4410.7500, Rules governing the Minnesota Environmental Review Program]
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Summary of Environmental Review Rules by Trail User

APPENDIX E

DISCRETIOMARY

ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW MANDATORY
ACTION EXEMPT* (Sulbject bo Citizen Pebition) EAW
HIKE | BIKE | PEDESTRIAN®™
Mew Trail Corridor No Exemption = 10 Miles z 10 Miles
inaturallq '.re-?etat&djl JMinn. Rules 44104300 Subp. ITA]
xisting Trail Designation No Exemption Al Projects are GUDJect 10 Hone
Review (MInn. Rules 44104300 Subp. IT8]
Pawe Existing Trail None < 10 Miles =10 Miles

dinn. Fuies 44902300 Subp. 370

In Read Rights-Of-Way

Adinin. (Sules 441 0 4500 Suno. 1201

Exemnpt from Review

Exempt from Review
[Mirr Fules 42104200 Suso 1307

fdlnin. (Sules 4490 4500 Subs. 1201

Exernpt from Review

T—10 Miles

He-Route < ilein z iles
5 miles [of naturaly wegeiated new coridor
Ainn. Sules 4440.4500 Subp. ITA) (Mnn. Rules 4410.4300 Subp. 374)

neluding Motonzed Uses)

Mew Trail Corridor No Exemption = 10 Miles =10 Miles
{naturally vegetated) (uann. Fules 4410.4300 Subp. 3TA]

Designating a new Motorized No Exemption < 25 Miles = 23 Miles
UUse on an Existing Trail™* JMinn. Rules 44104300 Subp. 379)

Fe-Route <1 Mile in T—T0 Miles = 100 Miles
5 miles of nafurally vegefabed new comidor] | (of natumlly wegedated new cormdor
Ann. Sales 444045600 Subp, 2TA) (Mnn. Rules 44-10.4300 Subp. 374

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
Mew Trail Corridor <1 Mile 1-20 Miles = 20 Miles

[naturally vegetated)

Minin. Rules 441 04800 Suop. 2751

CMInn. Rules 4410.2300 Subp. I7A0

Designating Cross-Country Ski

UUse on an Existing Trail

Exemnpt from Review
(NN, Sules 4440.4600 Subp. 27E)

Exempt from Review
[Minn. Rsles 44104500 Subp. 27E)

Exernpt from Review
JWinn. Ruies 4410.4500 Subp. 27E)

Re-Route <1 Milz in 1-20 Miles z 20 Miles
a3 miles [of naturaly wegetated new cormidor
JLinn. Fules 44404600 Subp. ZTA) (MInn. Rules 4410.4300 Subp. 374

Mew Trail Corridor =1 Mile 1-20 Miles = 20 Miles

inaturally vegetated)

Pdinin. [Sukes 44104800 Suop. 2701

CMINnn. Ruies 4410.4300 Subp. I7A]

Designating Snowmobile Use

on an Existing Trail

Exemnpt from Review
(Winn. Fules 444904600 Subp. 27E)

Exempt from Review
Ainin. Rules 44104500 Subp. Z7E)

Exernpt from Review
(Wnn. Rules 44104600 Subp. ITE)

Re-Route

<1 Mile in

3 miles
(&inn. Sules 444048600 Subp. ITA)

WINTER USE ONLY ACROS5S AGRICULT

T-200 Miles

= 20 Miles
[of naturally wepgeiaied new cormidor
(Mnn. Rules 4410.4300 Subp. 374)

[URAL LAND OR FROZEN WATER

Mew Trail Corridor Any Length Exempt from Review Exempt from Review
(Minn. Fules 44104500 Susg. 370 | (Mice Fules 44104500 Suso. 3700 | (Minn. Fuies 44904500 Subo. 2700

Existing Trail Any Length Exempt from Review Exernpt from Review
(fdinin. (Sules 44104800 Suns. 2700 | (Mier. Rulss 2104500 Subo. 2700 | dinin Sles 444904500 Subp. 2700

He-Route Any Length Exempt tfrom Heview Exempt ITom Meview
[Fdinn. Fules 44104500 Sudp. 2700 | (Minn. Fules 42104600 Subp. 3700 ) (Minn. Rules 44904500 Subp. 2701

* Rehabilitation, reconsiruction and maintenance activitiss, with no changes in designated use, are
exempt from review.

**‘Non-motorized trails in all Metro Regional Parks are exempt from environmental review.
“Other than snowmaobiling.
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